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PREFACE. 


t 

OST of the travellers who have hitherto obliged the 
world with their obfervations on Portugal, reprefent 
. it as a barren inhofpitable field for information, without 
allowing it to poflefs fcarcely an obje£t worthy to arreft 
the attention of the jPhilofopher, the Antiquary, or Artift ; 
and, indeed, the contents of their pages appear to corro¬ 
borate the reprefentation. * * 


Truth, however, will not allow me to plead the fame 
apology for the want of interefting matter in this work j 
if it fall fhort of the end propoled, the fault is not to be 
afcribed to that fertile country, but to the wajrt of talents 
or induftry on my part. 


A nation once celebrated in every quarter of the globe 
for its difeoveries and conquefts, that abounds with the 
mofl valq^ole mineral and vegetable produ<ftions, that car¬ 
ries on a trade of the greateft extent aqd importance, and 
poflefles many of the mofl; valuable colonics in the world, 
mud furnifh an innumerable feriesTof objeds for ^he ' 


confidcr- 
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cqnfiderafion of the Hiftorian, the Naturalift, and Statef- 
man. 

Leaving thefe momentous fubje£ts for the inveftigation 
oF more enlightened travellers, •! have contented myfelf 
with giving only fuch cafual remarks .as tame within the 
coiitradled fphere of m*y obfervation, and thefe I have 
thrown together with very little art or arrangement. , 

t 

* Whether I have been more or lefs fuccefsful in noting ■ 
or recording whatever occurred, than my predeceffors 
who have traveried the lame ground, the public will beft 
determine. I fhall only obferve, that there is not an 
article in this work they have antieipated, nor a Plate 
with which it is embelliftied or illuftrated (except one *) 
has ever been engraved before, as far as my inquiry has 
extended. 

The extradls inferted are chiefly from the Portuguefe 
writers, whofe names are mentioned, with very few ex¬ 
ceptions ; and wherever any omiflion of that nature occurs, 
it happened tfirough miflake or failure of memory, and 
not with a view to ufurp the merit of the author. 

When firft I colle«Sled thefe fragments, it was not with 
an intention to pubhfh them; but in order to obtain feme 
knowledge of the manners and cuftoms, the ancient and 

'Aic Plan of Lilbon. 
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prefent ftate of*Portugal. My friends, however, at length 
intreated me to commit them to the prefs; aflliring me 
that I would meet with the fame indulgence which artifts 
ufually claim, and generally receive from the public, 
whenever they attempt any literary performance. 

Encouraged by this circumftance, I have complied with 
their requeft, frqpi a conviction of having faithfully rc- 
pfefented whatever came within my view, and correCth' 
reported the fubjeCts that were verbally communicated 
to me. But at the fame tijn^j not conlldcring myfelf as 
refponfible for the authenticity of fubjeCls thus collected ; 
lince I am but the humble organ through whom they 
are conveyed; and as a ftranger to the countrj-, without 
an opportunity to compare, variety to farniili feleCtion, or 
the means of inveftigating the truth by a number of col¬ 
lateral evidences. 

Having taken a review of the whole in arranging it for 
the pi'efs, I found many paffages that flood in need of. 
emendation, and others that required to be purged of 
their exuberance or expunged; but thinking it might not 
be unacceptable to the reader to behold the irregular fallies 

of one unaccuftomed to write, I have fuffered them to 

• « 

remain unpruned, like fuperfluous brijnehes flaooting from 
a flock, 

a 2 



PREFACE. 

As it was principally through the munalicence of the 
Right Honourable William Burton Conyngham, that I 
have been enabled to colledl the materials of this work, 
as well as thofe relating to my defcription of the Rojral 
Monaftery of Batalha, I feel it my. indifpenfable duty moft 
gratefully to acknowledge tlje many obligations 1 owe to 
his conftant patron^e ahd friendfhip. 
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O N the twenty-fcventh of December, one thoufand 
leven hundred and eighty-eight, I failed from tlic 
port of Dublin, on board a trading veffcl bound to Oporto. 
On the morning of the feventeenth day after our departure, 
\vc delcried the mountains of Vianna, which rfic at the 
Northern extremity of Portugal. A few miles to the 
South of thefc mountains, appeared Villa do Qo77de j here 
our Captain pointed to a fcrics of arches, the remains 
of an ancient aquedudl; the number wc could not afccr- 
tain with the motion of the fliip, but the Captain affiircd 
us ♦'h.at they c'.ccedtd -^■'rec hundred, and their apparcnt» 
extern fecated to jullify the aflcriion. 

On the evening of the fame day, we approached the bar 
of Oporto, and made the ufual fignal for a pilot. An 
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eight-oared barge, equipped with a white and black crew, 

ioon arrived, with two commiffioned pilots, who informed 

us, much to our regret, that we muft put to fea till the 

next day, as it was too late'to pafs the bar. In the mean 

time, a heavy gale arofe which fwelled the fea mountain- 

high. One of the pilots who continued on board, feeing 

the ftorm increale, condu<9:ed us to the bar early the 

following morning, when feveral boati-men came to our 

alliftance. ' 

< 

Nature has alraoft cut off all communication be- 
tiivccn this city and the fea; the. channel, in feme parts, 
being not more than double the breadth of a fhip, and 
fo full of windings, that it eequires the utmoll: ikill to 
pafs it with fafety, even in a*calm day, but in a tempeft 
like this, the feene is tremendous, and called forth the 
united efforts of the crew, to obviate the danger of the 
rocks, lands, and waves, which oppofed our entrance. 
The river Douro allb inerpafed the difficulty, as it now 
ran with the velocity of nine miles an hour, in confe- 
quence of being fwelled beyond its ufual bounds by a 
fuoceffion of rainy days. It is ealler to conceive than de- 
feribe the cohfli£t which enfued between this current and 
,the waves of the Atlantic, as they met in a narrow channel 
at tlie mouth of the rivdr. 

About five in the evening, we paffed this Charybdis, with 
only the lofs of an anchor, and arrived pppofite to a con¬ 
vent 
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vent belonging to the order of Saint Anthony, about a mile 
up the river. A Ihip from Greenock, in attempting to 
follow our example, was dalhed to pieces almoft in our 
view, but fortunately the hands were faved, though with 
much difficulty. 

7/^e River Dopao. 

The §outhern banks of the Douro^ as far as the eye 
can reach, is diverlified with convents, and villas, the oc- 
' cafional retreat of the wealthier citizens. The groves and 
gardens that accompany them have a charming effedl on 
the eye of a Northejrn vifitant, as the ravages of Winter 
have not ftripped them of their verdant foliage. The 
orange-tree, which may be juftly confidered as the emblem 
of gratitude, here furpafled in beauty all the reft \ 

“ Flowers and fruits at once flie fliewed, 

“ And as flie paid, difeovered, ftill flic owed.” 

The beauty of the profpeeft, and the ferenity of the air, 
when compared to the naked trees and piercing winds of 
the country from which we had lately departed, rendered ■ 
the tranfition enchanting. 

V 

The Douro is the largeft river in Portugal, except tlic, 
Ta(nis j it takes its rife’near Soria^ in Old Caftilc, and 
havung traverfed a trad of about an hundred and .ttventy 
leagues, is loft in the Weftern Ocean.* As it approaches 
the fea, it winds; its courfe in a val? formed by two im- 

B 2 mcnfc 
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mcnfe aftd oppofite mountains, where it “is of depth fuf- 
hcient for the largeft trading veflels to anchor along the 
banks on either fide. During three days the rapidity of the 
current prevented our receiving the cuftomary vifits, with¬ 
out which none dare attempt to go aihore, under pain of 
imprifonment. The objedt of thefe vifits is twofold, the 
one to fearch for contraband goods, the other to examine 
and report the ftate of the paflengerj health. On the 
evening of the fourth day, three officers came aboard, •ac¬ 
companied by an interpreter, who, in the lofty tone of 
authority, commanded thofe who had either tobacco or 
foap * in his poffeffion, to bring fprth the fame: his* man¬ 
date was immediately obeyed j but *as the Captain was 
aware of the laws of the 90untry, he fuffered no prohi¬ 
bited goods on board, except a fmall quantity of the above 
articles for private ufe, and thefe were not feized. 

We mufl: declare, in juftice to, thefe officers, tliat they 
performed their duty with fo much politenefs, that it car¬ 
ried more the appearance of a friendly vifit than an official 
. fearch. Thofe who have witneffed the vifits of Britiffi 
cuftom-houfe officers, upon fimilar occafions, will fcarcely 
believe that To much urbanity exifts among nien,of that 
,c]afs. The late Marquis de Porabal, on his arrival as am- 
bafiador to the Britiffi Court, was fo rudely treated by a 
group .of thelc gentry, that it imprefled him, ever after, 

« Imnortaiion of Jicfc articles is prohibited even in the finalleft quantity. 

with 
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with an unfavoufable idea of the execution of the revenue 
laws of this country. And it is generally fuppofed, that 
this circumftancc alone operated as the caufe of the re¬ 
gulations which he afterwards eftabliflicd relative to the 
wine-trade of Oporto, regulations not very friendly to 

the intereft of the Britifh fadory of that city. 

* • 

♦ 

After the vilitation of the above officers, we were in 

* ^ 

exp’fedatibn of that of the phyfician; but as his perfonal 
_ attendance was prevented by indifpofition, he difpatched 
a certain deputy to fupply his place. This illegitimate 
fon of Efculapius comiijande’d every perfon on board to 
appear on the deck, whilft he furveyed them from the 
oppofite ftiore, at the diftance of about two hundred 
yards; and indeed I could not help furveying him from 
head to foot, for fo curious a figure in the medical line 
never ftruck my fight before. To judge of his talents by 
his drefs, (the modern criterion of merit,) little was to be 
expeded, for he appeared to del])ife all the formal trap¬ 
pings of the faculty, fuch as the fable drapery, the broad- 
brimmed beaver, the full-bottomed wig, See. his drefs w'as 
rather convenient than otherwife, it confifted of a red cap, 
a blue jacket fomewhat lacerated at the clboWs, — — —. 
Having' confidcred a few minutes, he took a pinch of fnufi^ 
then nodding his head,’pronouheed a few words to this 
effed: / certify that ye are ail in good health. Whether 
he derived his information from intuitioh, or from the pene¬ 
tration of the vifyal organs, or whether it happened merely 
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from chance, he certainly pronounced a verdid which 
6 ven Hippocrates could not refute. 


On the evening of the eighteenth of January, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty-nine, the palTcngers, con- 
fifting of two {Indents, appointed for tjie univerfity of Sa¬ 
lamanca, and myfelf, were conducted to Oporto* and* re- 
#:ommended to an Englifh tavern, where we took up our. 
refidence. The liril; thiijg that ftrikes the mind of a 
ftranger, on his arrival here*, is the devout appearance of 
the inhabitants. Religion feems to be their only purfuit. 
The clattering of bells, the.bu/lling of procefTions, and the 
ejaculations of friars, engage the attention by day, whilft 
every part refounds by night with the chaunting ■ of 
hymns. 

• • 

Oporto is the fecond city in Portugal, in point of extent, 
population, and trade. It is fcated about a league and a 
half from the fea, upon the declivity of a hill, on the 
North {ide of the river Douro. The houfes rile gradually 
one above ariother, like the feats of a theatre, 'I'he ma- 
Jeftic river which flows in the vale, covered with {hips and 
boats, may be compareef to a ftSge, on which, thoufands 
of adqrs are feen daily engaged in the bufy drama of 
trade. On the oppofite flde, we behold an imraenfe moun¬ 
tain, which terminates the profped, and prefents this 
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commercial theatre with a fcene highly pi£lurefque, con- 
lifting of gardens, villas, convents, wine-ftores, &c. alf 
in the moft natural ftyle of pcrfpe<ftive and colouring. 


According to fome antiquaries, the name of this city 
is derived from Qalle^ the title by which the Romans 
diftinguilhed it. According to others, it is derived from 
the name of the founder, fuppofed to be Gctelus^ the fon 
of Cecrofs king of Attica^ after whom it was called Portus 
.Getelus^ and hence they deduce the word Portu-gal. But* 
the name of the kingdom, as Andrew Refendius, a man 
of great learning, makes* it appear, is derived from the 
haven or port of Gale., formerly a little obfeure place, 
fttuated upon a riling groiHid.on the river Douro. Tire 
harbour was at firft reforted to upon the account of fifhing, 
and being found very convenient for that purpofe, numbei.s 
of people flocked from all parts and fettled there. In 
time, it became a rich arid populous city, and was called 
Portugal, a name which has ftnee extended to the whole 
kingdom. This was the opinion of Oforio, and alfo of 
Camoens, as appears by the following lines: 


In that proud port half-circicd by the wave. 

Which Portugalixa to the nation gave. 

Mickle's Lujiad, b. \i. "* 


AS we have fliewn the rcafon antiquaries aflign fpr the 
kingdom’s being called Portugal, it ma^ not be improper 
to obferve, that, aj it includes a great .part of ancient Lu- 

5 - • jitania. 
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j^tania^ fo it is often diftinguiflied by that name alfo. Wc 
(hall therefore, in the courfe of this work, life the names 
Portugal and Lujitania promifcuoufly, as all the writers of 
that country have done. 

« 

Oporto, in common with moft ancipnt cities, has the 
defedls of being narrow, and fo irregularly difpofed, that 
there is fcarcely a houfe in it with four right angles. 
Hence, a ftranger would be led to fuppofe, that the f 6 rty- 
•feventh propofition of the firft book of Euclid had not yet, 
found its way thither. The corner-houfes of the ftreets in 
general, being obliquely (fifpofed,, fender the adjoining 
houfes of the fame figure, as every one follows the crooked 
plan of his next neighbour. • Thus all become rhomboids 
and trapeziums, defells which at fifft might have been 
avoided by • relinquifliing a little ground; but there are 
very few in commercial cities, who would facrifice a few 
feet of their property, even for what Pythagoras facrificed 
a hecatomb. 

4 

Many of the ftreets are fo fteep, that a man may be 
faid tather to climb than walk them. But this defed: is 
compenfate^ by their cleanlinefs, which they owe more 
• to nature than police; for as often as it rains, the floods of 
the adjoining mountains rufli dbwn in torrents, and fweep 
away.all the impurities of the town. Lamp's havfe not 
yet been introduced in the ftreetr, except thofe which are 
placed at the Sacraria of the Madonas, 
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The houfes, when viewed at a moderate diftance, have 
a clean agreeable appearance, owing to the colour of the 
materials, the lownefs of the roofs, and their not being 
disfigured by a multiplicity of* chimnies, thofe vehicles of 
dirt, which make fo confpicuous an appearance in the 
buildings of Nor,thern climates. Here no apartment is 
furnifhed with a fire-place but the kitchen, and this in 

ufually placed in tfie attic ftory. 

• • 

The churches are large, ftrong, and magnificent build-* 
ings, but totally devoid of every thing that conftitutes 
fcientific architedlure: theirs is of a fpecies between the 
Teutonic and Tufcah. The materials of which they are 
formed are excellent, and the, mafonry-part not without 
merit. It is fcarcely credible what riches are laviflied on 
the irifide of them j the altar-pieces, baldachins, &c. how¬ 
ever defective in defign, exhibit a profufion of gilding. 
Gold is certainly a very eifedtual thing to conceal the want 

of art or fcience, or-. And yet the Portuguefe 

have fome artifts not devoid of merit, but unfortunately 
they are not encouraged. I knew a painter here named 
Glama, who would do credit to any fchool in Europe, 
had he incitement to call forth the latent‘powers that 
were imprifoned within him : he was a native of Portugal, 
and had ftudied many years in lialy, where he acquired 
a correitnefs of drawing, and a chaftenefs of colouring, 
that indicated uncommon talents. Nertwithftanding, he 
afiured me that,he could fcarcely eke out a mircmble 
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pittance, though he painted every thing that was offered 
fo him, from the fign-poft to the apoftle. 

I 

A lady who refided many years at Oporto, relates the 
following anecdote of a rich merchant of that city, who 
intended to embellilh his apartments, with paintings: 
for this purpofe he applied to Signor Glama, who hap¬ 
pened then to have fome valuable ancient pidlures in his 
pofleffion, which he was commiflioned to fell at a very 
moderate price; but the merchant, who was a better judge . 
of the produce of the grape than of the pencil, ftarted 
with furprife when he demanded twenty moidores for a 
Corregio, and faid, That he had lately bought two new 
“ pidlures of larger dimenfipns, for the fame money 1” 

Signor Glama was one of the artifts employed by the 
Right Honourable William Burton Conyngham, when on 
his travels through Portugal, in making drawings and 
fketches of antiquities,, &c. which may be leen among 
this gentlepian’s valuable colledlion of papers relating to 
Portugal. 

The Gentral Hofpital, if completed, would be the 
^largeft building in Opjorto. The principal front was in¬ 
tended to conhft of an hexaftyle portico in the Doric 
order, with a pavilion on each fide. Although* it is*up- 
wards of twenty years fince the foundation of this ftruc- 
ture was laid, there is yet but a wing of’ one of the pavi- 
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lions covered in; the reft is raifed but a few feet abovp 
the Hirface, and is likely to remain in this ftate, a magni¬ 
ficent modern min, and a lafting monument of the folly 
of not proportioning the defign to the public purfe. The 
fite is of all others, perhaps, the moft ineligible for (Eco¬ 
nomy, on account of the inequality^of the ground, a cir- 
cumftance which obliged the archite£l to build walls in the 
flanks, as mafly a» the famous wall which feparates China 
from Tartary. 

Towards the North Weft part of the city, upon an 
eminence, is fituated the barrack ; it confifts of three files 
of fmall but clean apartments, of about ten feet in height; 
oppofite to it, is an extenfive.parade. The whole is en- 
compaffed by a wall, and is fuppoled to contain about five 
hundred infantry. On entering the gate, it is cuftomary 
to falute the centinel. Deferters are generally punifiied, 
not with ftripcs, but with fervilfe labour; we met half-a- 
dozen of thefe vidlims chained jn pairs, carrying provifion 
on their backs^ which to a Portuguefe is a mark of the 
greateft ignominy ; for, according to their generous fenti- • 
ments, that part of the human frame, which is never to 
be feen by the enemy, is not to be degraded by any fervilc 
opprefiion; hence, even the poor^ft peafant is alwaj s. 

found to carry his load, either in Kis hands, or on his head. 

• • 

The annexed plate- exhibits a view of a building which 
is nearly completpd, and intended principally for the ufc 
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of the Britifii factory. The ground-ftoiy is to be the Ex¬ 
change; the next (over the mezzanine) the Ball-room, 
which is fifty-five feet long by thirty broad, and has two 
tier of windows in the front. The whole is carried on from 
the defigns of William Whitehead eiq. the Britifli conful. 
Over the center acrotoire, on the top, of the building, 
is to be placed a ftatue, on the fubjedt of which the 
fadlory have not yet decided, and in all probability will 
not for fome time, as artifts are generally the laft* who* are 
tonfulted here on thefe occalions. We Ihould fuppole, . 
that in a commercial edifice like this, taking the country 
into confidcration, a ftatue of Princ^ Henry, the Pharaoh 
of navigation and the fource of commerce, would not be 
unfuitable. He is generally reprcfented as holding a globe 
in one hand, a chart in the other, and his motto on the 
pedeftal I'alent de bien faire. The ingenious archited: has 
filled four pages in folio with calculations, which ran to 
quadratick equations, in «demonftrating how much the in¬ 
tended ftatue fhould incline forward, lb as to appear per- 
fcdlly ere& to a fpeftator viewing it from the oppofite fide 
of the ftreet. Hiftory does not inform us, that Phidias 
required the alfiftance of algebra in decorating Athens 
with his graceful fiatues. 

On the South fide of* the town, near the verge of the 
rfver, .is an extenfive building called the Serrdf peithed 
upon the brow of a lofty precipice. Its form and fitua- 
tion convey the idea of a barrack; an^ indeed I almofi: 

5 ‘ concluded 
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concluded it was Corns military ftnidure, upon feeing a 
number of flags dilplayed from the windows: on inquiry, 
however, I found it was a convent belonging to the 
order of friars called the Cruzesy who this day dilplayed 
their enfigns, in honour their patron faint. My guide 
pointed to one of the fathers, drefle^n a black cloak and 
flouched hat; he was mounted on a mule, according to 
the rules of his .community, which ordain, that they 
muft nol: be feen outfide of the boundaries of the convent 
on foot. Each friar, therefore, is equipped in that manner^ 
fo that they form, as it were, a fort of cavalry to the 
eccleliaftick corps, ^nd. are, in general, richer and more 
refpeded, or at lea'll would be thought fo, than the ec¬ 
cleliaftick infantry. . . 

Among the commercial fabrics, the wine-ftores claim 
the firft rank, after the cuftom-lioufe, in point of fize. 
One of them, belonging* to Mr. Warre, a Britilh merchant, 
is an hundred and forty feet long by ninety broad. The 
inlide is divided into three corridores, by two feries of 
ftone piers, extending from the one end to the other. Be- . 
tween thefe piers, and next the walls, are placed.the 
wine pipes, two in height. Several coopers ‘and labourers 
are daily employed in preparing th/8'''^^e for exportation ^ 
We were Ihewn here a fort of white wine, the proddee of 
the province, which is fo influenced by the weather, that 
when it rains it becomes muddy and ifttUt for ufe. 


The 
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^ The tollowing recipe, I am informed, is fometimes ufed 
by the merchants of Portugal for corredling four wine. 
Fixed alkali, or lalt of tartar, put into four wine, will 
abforb the acidity, and give it-the tafte and’fmell of new 
wine. Too much alkali will turn it black and muddy; iti 
order to avoid this d^edl, .a quantity of<the acid liquor is 
mixed with the alkali before it is applied. 

• • 

In order to give the reader an idea of the annual ex- 
‘ports of this city, it may not be uninterefting to annex the • 
following ftate of the fame in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-nine: ‘ 

35,600 Pipes of wine, fhipped “to various parts of Europe and 

America. 

4,989,000 Viiras of linen clothe the greater part of which was feat 

to America. 

40,000 Faras of fluff, fent^to Brazil and Lilbon. 

92,000 Covados f of woollen cloth, baize, &c. manufadured at 

Oporto and its dHlriA, 

110,000 Dozen of various pieces of pottery. 

8,500 Pipes of oil, part of which was fent to Brazil. 

10,500 Cherts of Brazil fugar. 

56,000 Avrobas % of fumach, tartar, potter’s lamina, lemon-peels, 

and 

• * 

* Vara, A meafare nearly equal to a yard. ' » 

f Covade, A meafure \^]uch contains three quarters of a yard, or a iflemifti elJ. 

\ Arfoha, A weight of thirty-two.pouTOS in Portugal. 
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1,200 ^inials* of bay-berries, 

9,000,000 Sweet and four oranges. “ 

8,000 Lemons. 

500,000 Varas of lace, and other ornamental manufadurcs j fent to 

Brazil. ' 

150,000 Covados of filk, maimfadured at Oporto and its diftrids; 

fent to Brazil- , y 

Refpeding the /nanners of the inhabitants of Oporto, 
my* ftiort refidence in this city has enabled me to form 
^ but a fuperficial idea, erpecially of the females, who ar« 
feldom obferved out of doors, except in going to, or re¬ 
turning from church, a pjace fhey ufually vilit twice a-day; 
and then the face is . veiled, or half-concealed beneath the 
folds of a black mantle. The few that I have leen un- 
malkedy'had a pale complexion, black fparkling eyes, 
a countenance replete with fimplicity. In ftature 
they are rather low, but of a pleafing figure, their walk 
and deportment are ealy.and graceful. 


The men are well-proportioned, rather low, than tall, 
have a brown complexion, and referved countenance. They 
are polite to ftrangers, and refpedful to each other j even 
the pooreff people are treated by their fuperidrs with civi¬ 
lity. Their drefs in Winter is «itlieirw<aprm than elegant; ^ 
a large capote covers all but the'feet, and a part of the 
head. 


♦ ^wtalf A weight containing four or I282b« 
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The labourers chiefly employed here are natives of Ga¬ 
licia, a province of Spain; hence they are called Galegos. 
Their number is computed at eight thoufand in Oporto 
alone, and the whole kingdbm^is thought to contain not 
lels than fifty thoufand of thefe induftrious adventurers. 
If this ftatement be '^wred^ (and I do npt give it on light 
authority,) and that each man lays up, on an average, 
eighteen pence per week, then the moft,profitable trade of 
Portugal is carried on by the Galicians; for their* favirfgs, 
according to this calculation, amount to one hundred and 
ninety-five thoufand pounds per annum^ which they carry 
to their own country. Thofe wjio have witnefled their 
manner of living, will admit that the fum is ftated rather 
below than above the truth,; for they are the moft (Eco¬ 
nomic people in the world. They are fed ^ratui*-oufly at 
the gates of the convents, lodged in cellars, ftables, 
cloifters, and clothed in rags, in which they ufually repofe. 
Yet many of them poflefs lands and houfes in their own 
country, whither they return at ftated periods to divide 
their hard earned pittance with their families; and finally 
retire, as foon as they have made fuflicient to live inde¬ 
pendent of labour, to fpend the evening of life in the 
Ample enjoyment of domeftic felicity. To the* honour of 
.this induftrious ra«f tKeulkouId not forget to mention, that 
the allurements of gain have rarely been known to betray 
any of .them to commit a diflioneft adion. 


Here 
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Here I toolc leave of my fellow-paffengers, highly 
pleafed with the civility of our hoftefs, who was a good 
friendly old woman, though reputed for railing her voice 
at times; but as this proceeded more from neceflity than 
choice, it was excufable itl a folitary widow like her, con¬ 
tending with adyerfity at an age when others fink into 
reft. Her tongue was the wea*pon*me generally appealed 
to whenever ftie thought her rights invaded, and the only 
weapon HUch a feeble creature was capable of wielding. 
We alked her why (he did not return to her native country i 
“ Ahl (faid ftie) that country is too cold for one that has 
“ been fo long accuftojned \o this; but at all events, I 
“ ftiall return thither three months before I die, in order 
“ to leave my bones in old^England.” 


A ^Journal of feven Days fourney from Oporto to 

‘Batalhd. 

fanuary 23. I fet out for Batalha in a fmall chaife, 
accompanied by a Portuguefe youth going to Lilbon to 
be educated for the church. This youth was recqm- 
mended to my attention by his guardian, an aged prieft, 
who, though in no wife relatedj;g,,,M 33 ?j maintained and 
educated him from his infancy, when death deprived* him* 
of his patents. The friendly manner in which he em¬ 
braced him at our departure, and the* tendernefs he ex- 
preffed for him by his tears, imprefled me with a high 
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opinion of the humanity of thofe people,-and recom- 
hiended this worthy prieft’s fan< 9 :ity and humanity, more 
than his rofary and reverential habit. 

4 . 

f 

As foon as we crofled the £)ouro, we were joined by 
three other carriages returning to Lifbon j two of them 
were empty, the other, was engaged by a gentleman from 
the province of Minho. This gentleman has been my 
topograplier on the road; and I fear that the ftames of 
fome places, not to be found in the Portuguefe maps, 
partake of the corrupt orthography of his province, where¬ 
in they fpeak a dialed betWeen^ the Portuguefe and the 
Spaniih languages. We were alfo accompanied, in the firft 
day’s journey, by four GaUcian labourers, employed by 
the muleteers for the purpofe of aflifting them in »refcuing 
their vehicles and mules from the obftrudions that 
the way. It is extraordinary, that fo near the fecond city 
in the kingdom, there is not a perch of what we fhouJd 
call a road; Ibme efforts^ it is true, have been made to 
form one, but fo ill contrived, that the firft torrent has 
fwept the greater part of it away. We (hould not have 
been able to proceed without the aid of thefe labourers, 
as the mules Hvere every moment tumbling, or embarrafled 
in the mud, whosa^thgy^jaauft have remained but for the 
united efforts of the company. • At four o’clock in the 
afternoon we reached Dos Carvalhos in a mifcrable plight; 
mules and muleteets, Galicians and paflengers, all in the 
fame livery, befpattered from head to foot. 
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EJialagem dos Carvalhos.^ or the Caravanfary of the Oaks, 
diftant about one league from Oporto, which we left 

at nine o’clock in the morning, doled this day’s ftage. 
Whilft dinner was preparing, Ptook a furvey of this exten- 
llve Caravanfary, and Iket^ed the view of the fame here¬ 
unto annexed, (Plate II.) It contain^belides a number of 
unfurnilhed apartments, offices for'cattle, implements of 
hulbandry, &c* The moft commodious part of the whole 
is the liable; but the kitchen appeared to be the moll en¬ 
tertaining ; about the center of it is a circular eftrade,* 
raifed about fourteen inches above the floor, on which the 
fire was placed, and levejal earthen pots refting upon tri¬ 
pods. Here all aflembled to fpend the evening. Priefts, 
pilgrims, gentlemen, muletfers, and beggars, without dif- 
tindion^fat round this blazing orb, in focial intercourfe; 
‘P.nSX'lafs chaunting vefpers, another reciting rofaries, a 
third recounting miraculous tales of provincial faints, 
whilft, at intervals, a wdl-tinied joke ftole round, which 
relaxed even the brow of devotion, and let the circle on 
a roar. 

When flipper was ready, the motley fociety lat down as 
promilcuoillly as before, to a table covered ^ith fimples, 
that would fuit the palate of waja^|#hfte«us. This table ^ 
was placed in a hall, the door of •which was feldom clbfed 
by day or night; every one had free accefs to it, the poor 
might enter as freely as the rich, and i^hcn once entered, 
all the imaginary diftindions which feparate man from 

D 2 • his 
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his fellow-being vanilhcd. The grave is not a greater 
enemy to diftindions, than the Caravanfary dos Car~ 
valhos ! 

He. o. gU. configned . . cue 
fate, and returned \o Oji^orto. At fiyp in the morning: 
we continued our jdhrney, amidd inceflant rain, to St, 
Antonio da Rafana^ where we took up our lodging for 
the night. Our repaft, which included dinner *and fup- 
*per, confifted of bread, wine, dried fifli, and oil ; the , 
latter I did not tafte, as I faw the cruet repleniflied from 
the lamp. A Portuguele gentleman who fat next me, 
cried in broken Engliih, “ This is bad fare. Sir, but you 
muft exped no better till you get to Liibon.” 

After dinner, I paid my refpeds to the family of 
houfe, and found the hoftefs, with her two daughters,^ 
feated on their heels, fpilining flax by the light of a lamp. 
The fpindle and diftafl* (upplied the place of the wheel, 
the ufe of-which, perhaps, is unknown to them. It is 
much to the credit of the women of Portugal, efpecially 
thofe of the province of Beira, that they manufadure all 
the linen ulefe in the kingdom, through its various branches; 

»they fow the the produce, and hatchel the 

flax, afterwards they wfeave the yarn, and make up linen 
not inferior, perhaps, to any in Europe, for cofour, ^oft- 
nefs, and durability. Every houfe is llipplied with plenty 
of this linen, however indigent in otl^er reipeds; even 

9 . the 
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the table of the ^ooreft pealant has a clean cloth and nap¬ 
kin, though his repaft confifted of nothing more thaa 
bread and chefnuts* 


Sundays January 25th. i Our muleteers would not de¬ 
part this morning till they heard divine fervice. We ac¬ 
companied them tb a fmall chaptl, ^b^ut half a mile from 
the village, where a venerable old father celebrated the 
fervice of. the day with great decency^ The auditory had 
a refpeftable appearance ; • not one was to be feen among 
’them whofe apparel befpoke wretchednefs* This day’s* 
journey was more pkafant than.that of the foregoing, as the 
weather was fair,, and the way tolerably clean. Towards 
the Weft we had an agreeable profpe<ft of the fea ; the land 
bordering on the coaft appeared in good cultivation, and 
thc^Jh^iving mountains were planted with trees. At five 
o’clock we concluded our Sabbath-day’s journey, at a little 


village called Algarve Vtilha^ nine computed leagues from 
Oporto. We expecfied our dinner would have compen feted 
the involuntary abftemioufnefs of the two preceding days, 
on which flefli-meat was interdidled; but to an Epicure 


how great the difappointment! when fvunmoned to the 
board, inftead of the fmoking firloin, we found but* a 
morfel of beef floating in an ocean of meagri foup. 


• • • 

Ajt the. commencement of the night a group of fwains 

ferenaded the village, attuning their n96lurnal ftrains to 
the charms of their favourite nymphs: afterwards they 

aflembled 
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siflembled at our inn, and danced with the muleteers, who 
‘ feemed at every trip to lhakc off the fatigue of the journey. 
The village-nymphs were content to remain as fpe<ftators, 
except one, guarded by a •toothlefs duenna, who ventured 
to join with a fpruce city muwteer in a fandango. 

yanuary 26th. Njlfe let out at fix o^clock in the morn¬ 
ing, and palled through a plealant ^ country, diverfified 
with hill and dale, clothed with groves fpruce andxx)rk 
, trees. Having croffed the river Vouga^ we met another,^ 
a Ihort diftance from thence, properly named Rio da Bella, 
After taking Ibme refrelhment at Sardad^ we*paffed 
through f^illa da Bella, the appearance of which does not 
juftify the name. In every vdlage, we obferved that the 
refidence of the lord of the manor was diftinguiihed from 
the other houfes by its magnitude j in the front are 
twelve apertures without glafs; the infidc correfponds 
to the fimplicity of the. outward appearance, with regard 
to ornament; and as to furniture, the poft-deluvian habita¬ 
tions, perhaps, were not Icfs encumbered. In a country 
like this, where the mildnefs of the air, and the verdure of 
the fields at every feafon of the year refemble a perpetual 
Ipring, the Inhabitants, conftantly invited abroad, are ac- 
cuftomed to cofdider tJjpjr houfes as little more than places 
of •Ihelter by night. Hence furniture is to them of no 
real ufe, except the few articles that appertain to the*con- 
vcniencies of theip fimple mode of living, and in the choice 
of thefe few they are not very fcrupulous. 

During 
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During a good part of this day we travelled through a 
fine level country, but without inhabitants or cultivation, 
though the foil appeared well calculated for every fpecics 
of culture. Land is of fo little value here, that, infiead of 
fquare or triangular divifion/ of property, the only fepa- 
rations known are rivers and mountains. A farm-houfe 
is a novelty, and one might as well Ibek in the deferts of 
Lybia for a rick of. hay, or a ftack of corn. Melhado 
clofed this’day’s journey ; as foon as we fat down, the table 
was fpread with bread, honey, fruit, and wine. 

^January 27th offered .the moft fublime profped I 
ever beheld. We reached the fummit of the loftieft moun¬ 
tain in this part of the country jibout break of day, when 
a few feehte rays, of a deep purple colour, began to flioot 
along ihe Eaftern Iky. Thefe fhortly yielded to a tranfient 
cone of rays of a laffron hue, which appeared to afcend 
like the flames of a volcano; their rapid expanfion in - 
ftantly difpelled every gloom, and filled the horizon with 
a blaze of glory. We flopped a while, and looked with 
admiration jat the phenomenon, whilfl we refledcd on the 
onmifcient Fiat of the Creator, as delivered by the Divine 
Hiftorian, thus in the language of the Poet, / 

^ All* 

Light heard God’s voice, and eager to obey. 

From all her Orient fountains burft a way. 


Coimbra* 
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Coimbra, 

At ten o’clock in the for^oon we arrived at Coimbra^ 
a city long celebrated as tnfc Athens of Portugal. It 
is fituated in 40“ 12' North latitude,. about an hundred 
miles from Lifbon, and built partly on the Weftern fide 
of a fteep rocky precipice, and partly on a plain conti¬ 
guous to the i^^xMondego, Notwithftanding the elevation 
of its fite, we did not perceive it till we had almoft en-. 
tered on it; when the chufches, colleges, and lofty towers 
broke in upon the view at once*, and realized the deferip- 
tion of Camoens: 

( i 

Here caftle walls in warlike grandeur lour, 

Here cities fwell, and lofty temples tower: 

In wealth and grandeur each with other vies; 

When old and lov^d the parent-monarch dies 

Luftad^ b. lii. 

This city formerly e^fperienced all the vicilTitudes, of 
war, and' a rapid fucceffion of different mafters. Ro¬ 
mans, Alans, Moors, &c. fucceffively maintained a tran- 
fitory pofleffion of it, as may be colleded, I am informed, 
from the r^s^jns of various inferiptions, fiill to be feen 
on. the walls of its anejent ftrudures. 

* ParenUmonarch d!rVx—*King Dimz> the Luliad of Camoens, are acc<ft'ding to 
who fotinded the univerfity of Coimbra.-^ Mr. Mickle’s excellent tranilation of that 
For brevity’s iake, we beg leave to advert, beautiful poem, 
that the extrafis cited in this work from 


To 



TRAVELS IN* PORTUGAL. 25 

To the philofophic mind it muft afford a train of 
pleahng reflexions, on conlldering, ^ that this delightful 
fpot, once the fanguinary theatre of hoftile contention, 
is now become the peaceful <etrSat of the mufes. Its col¬ 
leges are numerous, and liberally endowed. The number 
of ftudents in the various clafles of literature are eflimated 
at three thoufand. ' 

In exarhining the interefting objeXs of this city, I had 
glmofl: forgot to deliver a letter of introduXion to the • 

Prior of St. B-I was conduXed to his cell, where 

he had juft funk into his after-dinner nap; and as the 
thermometer, to a Portuguefe conftitution, was rather 
low, he fat in a two-armed chqjr, oppoflte to a window, 
through which the beams of the fun played on him in all 
their meridian effulgence. His feet were invcloped in a 
balket of ftraw-work, and his body wrapped up in a black 
mantle lined with flannel. ‘To the wearied forlorn traveller, 
how happy muft fuch a ftate of peace and dumber appear, 
when contrafted with the anxieties attendant on aXive life. 
And the effeXs of this unagitated abftraXion feemed im- 
prefled on his Reverence’s countenance, the plump features 
of which plainly evinced that he never perple/^d his mind 
in the intricate labyrinth of fcience** Aftei"a few minutes, 
he configned me to the care of two young gentlem'en, 
ftudents of the univerfity, who very politely fhewed me 
fcvcral of the moft ftriking curiofltics of*the Mufeum. 

p I re- 
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I regretted that time would not permit me to examine 
fufficiently the fine colleiElion of land and fea animals this 
Mufcum contains. Here arc alfo a very extenfive feries of 
the various claffes in the niineml and vegetable kingdoms, 
arranged according to the LiAipaean fyftem. If we may 
judge from the capacioufnefs of the feveral apartments 
occupied by thcfe rarities, the Mufeum of Coimbra is 
inferior to few in Europe; which is not extraordinary, if 
wc recoiled that for ages it has been the repofitory of the 
•curious produdions of nature and of art, pouring in from, 
the Eaftern and Weftern hemifpheres. The Library is alfo 
very extenfive, and ftored with an immenfe number of 
printed books and manuferipts. 

From the many local advantages Coimbra poiTcfles for 
trade and manufadures, an Englifh traveller is furprifed to 
fee how little the inhabitants avail themfelves of thefe 
favourable circumftances. But that, in a great meafure, is 
owing to their finding, ao eafier mode of fubfiftence in 
devoting their time to the fervicc of the univerfity. Its 
principal fadories confift of pottery, of which there are 
fix for red ware, and eleven for glazed. The experience 
of ages, will^^e aid of various experiments made in the 
• chymical elaboratory ofT:hc univerfity, have contributed to 
raife this branch to a hfgh degree of perfedion. Woollen 
and linen cloths are alfo manufadured here, and it fiipplies 
the kingdom with wooden tooth-picks, 

6 


Towards 
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Towards the*cloie of the evening, I walked through 
fome of the ftreets in the lower part of the town, and 
found them crowded, as it was market-day". Among the 
various articles expofed fpr fale, the chief were pottery, 
honey, wax, and vegetab^s. The home-confumption of 
the firft article cannot, I imagine, be very great; for, 
notwithftanding its fragility, it f«ldom falls a victim to 
paflion or inebriety ; as perhaps no nation is more exempt 
frorti th{? Tallies of the one, or the excefs of the other, than 
^ the Portuguefe. • 

One of our Chinefe hiftorians obferves, that tlie people 
of Canton make the fale of their brittle ware the baro¬ 
meter of European paflions*; and as often as the lale aug¬ 
ments, tney are known to fay, “ The preceding year has 
“ been a pafllonate one in Europe.” 

A fhort diftance from*the above feenes of frugal traffic, 

1 approached a fmall adembly of men and women beneath 
a ihed adjoining to a fmith’s forge; their voices were 
united in chaunting vcfpers, which, however, did not • 
interrupt t;Iie courfc of induftry. The blac^fmith, tVho 
led the concert, continued to hammer out j:ke iiorfe-ffioe, 
the malleable notes of which were modulated by the fo-« 
norous bafe of a wine-tierce that a cooper was hooping. 
Every paufe of the hammer and adze was filled with the 
fweet notes of the females, who, without thefe accoin- 

E 2 paniments. 
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paniments, would have rendered juftice to the facred 
Ibng. 

In the year one thoufand two hundred and forty-fix, 
an inftance of loyalty occurre(^ in this city, which de- 
ferves to be recorded, a« it ftrongly marks the bravery of 
the ancient Portuguefe,^ arid their fidelity to their lawful 
fovereign. A brave old foldier, named Don Martin de 
Freitas^ was appointed governor of the town .by Don 
Rancho the Second. When his ambitious brother Alonzo.^ 
who was about to ufurp his crown, had laid fiege to it, 
Freitas, faithful to his truft, and fuperior to bribes or 
threats, encouraged the befieged to bury themlelves in the 
ruins of the fortrefs, rather than yield to a man who could 
ftifle the feelings of a bro{her, and violate the 'iuty of a 
fubjedt. Having fuftained the fiege twelve months, and 
finding his refources exhaufted, he repaired fecretly to 
Toledo, the laft afylum of his unfortunate fovereign; 
But, alas! the Prince, weighed down with afflidlion, 
a few days before had faid the laft debt to Nature. 
The governor, however, was not fatisfied till he ful¬ 
filled the folemn vow he made; namely, never to deliver 
up the key# committed to his truft, but to* him from 
whom he recekaed them. ^Accordingly he ordered his fe- 
*pulohre to be opened, ^d put. the keys of the city into 
the cold hand of his generous mafter. Having, thus, ful¬ 
filled his duty, he returned to G^imbra, which ftill held 
out by his order, and then furrendered to Alonzo. 


Don 
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Don Sancho is allowed by moft hiftorians to have been 
a juft king, a brave commander, and an affedionate huf-* 
band. His queen. Dona Mecia^ according to the fuperfti- 
tion of the age, was faid have given him an enchanted 
draught, to incite his amour, which difturbed his intelleds. 
The clergy, in conjundion with his brother Alonzo^ Earl 
of Bologna, were fuppofed to h^ve jpeen the propagators of 
this calumny, and^ the fomenters of the confuftons which 
enftied; ’till at laft the unfortunate Prince was depofed by 
pope Innocent IV. His* beautiful queen was torn from 
him, conveyed away as a prifoner by one named Raymond 
Portocareron and was never heard of more. 

The fate of the above Prince, when compared to that 
of Alfor^o VI. involves a queftion which the civilians 
of Portugal can beft anfwer. The former loft his wife, his 
crown, and his liberty, for one of the moft amiable virtues 
in private life; namely^ loving his wife. Whereas Don 
Alfonfo^ in the feventeenth century, loft his liberty, his 
crown, and his wife, for the very contrary caufe. 


yanuar^ 28 th. At day-break we refumed our journey, 
and arrived at the village of Condexa j in which I do not 
remember any thing remarkable. SoIge:<Al prefented the 
fource of a river, which, gufhed* from the interfticea of a 
nufnber of ftiarp disjointed rocks. At five in the evening 
we entered Pombal, a city diftinguiflicd by giving title to 


$ 


the 
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the late celebrated Marquis *, whofe naiufe will ever found 
3 ike the departing knell to thedifciples of Ignatius Loyola. 
The remains of that illuftrious ftatefman are depofited in 
the pariili church of this .city; the inhabitants fpeak of 
him with enthufiaftic refpedt. 

V 

There are but few^objeAs here to afreft the traveller’s 
attention, except a caftic, placed, as ufual, on an emi¬ 
nence 3 the dilapidated remains of which are Icarcely Tuf- 
ficient to enable even an artift toTorm an idea of its former 
ftatc ; and it is probable, that in a few years, the remaining ’ 
fragments will experience the fate of the foregoing, 'which 
have been carried away for the pious purpofe of building 
convents. 

«r « 

Having furveyed thefe veftiges, I returned to the inn, to 
partake of a fowl boiled in rice ; there were alfo fome frefli 
eggs, and a defert of figs and walnuts; fo that we fared 
fumptuoufiy to-day. But we were not equally happy in 
a bed- chamber, for the place where we lay was better cal¬ 
culated for dancing than repofe, both from its dimenfions 
and fituation ; it was immediately over the liable, where 
there was atiieaft a fcore of mulbs, each fiirniflied with a 
bracelet of fm^JI bells, which continued tinkling all night • 
•with the nodding of thejr heads^ as they contended with 
knotty ftraw. '1 he floor was compofed of planks, wjth- 

** The Marquis dc Pombal, 

out 
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out a ceiling, perforated in fome, parts, and fhrunk, in 
others, leaving vacuities about the width of the S in the 
founding-board of a guitar ; fo that every tinkle diftin6lly 
reached the ear. To reft in a ’fttuation of this kind was 

impoflible ; therefore I vva^ under the neceflity of roufing 
the muleteers to proceed on ouj journey. The miftrefs 
of the inn, at our departure, mad^ a handfome apology : 
“ lam forry, Senhors, (faid fhe,) that you have not refted 
“ well; but fince the mufick was not agreeable, I fhall, 
make no charge for it.” ' 


• • 

January 29th. Pafled through the city of Leiria^ of 
which we ftiall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. In live 
hours after, we arrived at Batalha. Here I took leave of 
my fellow-travellers, with no fmall lhare of mutual regret; 
no perfon in my fituation could have witnefled fo much 
kindnefs, without bearing teftimony to the fidelity of my 
muleteer, who feemed anxious to fupply every hiconvc- 
nicncc of the inns, and render tjie journey as agreeable as 


poflible. 
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Royal Monajiery of Batalha. 

The light of this edifice wpuld. have amply repaid a 
longer journey, even though lefs pleafant, than that I had 
Juft experienced ; and what enhanced the pleafure of the 
profpedl, was the une^fpefted fight of ft at an hour when 
the fun was fetting, and every turret was gilded with the 
radiance of his defeending beams. The buly aftemblagc 
cof fpires, pinnacles, buttreffes, * and windows; their deep 
projeding ftiadows, the Siberian folitude of the place, and* 
the venerable appearance oft the friars, rendered this one 
of the moft remarkable feenes I ever beheld. 

For my introdudion to the Prior of this convent, I am 
indebted to a letter obtained through the favour of Mr. 
Searle, a Britifti Merchant at Oporto, a gentleman from 
whom I experienced every hofpitality and civility during 
my abode in that city. As foon as I approached this 
worthy Prior, I could nof help contrafting his appearance 

and manners with thofe of the Prior of St. B-j his 

face was majked by ftrong angular lines, but apparently 
more the eflfedls of thought than of age, which might be 
about fifty. HJewas tall,, thin, of a reverend deportment, 
* with a countenance replete with ftrenity ; and though he 
prefided as chief lord of the manfion, his pro-eminence 
was confpicuous only in his fuperior wifdom and modefty. 


This 
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This monaftery is fituated 'in a fmalj village called 

Batalha, in the province of Eftrcmadura, about fixty 

miles North of Lilbon ; it was founded by John the firft, 

king of Portugal, at the\:lo{e of the fourteenth century, 

in confequence of a lignal’ victory obtained by him over 

the numerous forces of Caftilcj^ in the hard-fought battle 

of Aljuharota. ’ 

« 

The architecture is oC that ftylc called Modern Nor- 
• man Gothic, and may be juftly confidered one of the 
mofl: .perfect and beautiful fp^cimens of that ftyle exifting. 
The whole, confidering* its age, is in good prefervation, 
and has fuflFered very little from the ufual injuries of 
the elements, owing to the durability of the materials, 
and the ferenity of the climate j fome parts, ■ however, 
have been damaged by the fatal earthquake of one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty-five, which the fathers, on 
account of the poor revenue of the convent, have not 
been able to repair; but-as far.as their means extend, they 
are careful in cleaning and preferving it from accidents. 

In the^conftruClion of the church, we\ob/erve n’one 
of thofe trifling and fuperfluous fculptures, which but 

too often are feen to crowd other Gothic edifices ; what-* 

• • , • 

ever ornaments are employed in it, are fparingly, but 
judicioufly difpofed ; particularly in ^he infide, which is 
remarkable for a chafte and noble plainnefs: and the ge¬ 
neral 


a 
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ncral efisd, which is gratid and fnblime, is derived, not 
horn any meretricious embcliidiments, but fi*oni the in- 
triniic merit of the defign. , 


1 iX 


The forms of 11$ mouldings and ornaments are alfo dif¬ 
ferent from thofe'of any Other Gothic bu^ilding that I have 
feen.’ The difference ^ieSy confifts in their oeing turned 
very quick, cut fharp and deep, with fome other pe¬ 
culiarities which cannot be well explained in "writing. 
Throughout the whole are feen a corre<£tncfs and regula- . 
rity, evidaitly the tcfult of a well-conceived original de- 
fign; it is equally evident, that this delign has been im¬ 
mutably adhca’ed to, and executed in regular progteflion,. 
without thole alterations and interruptions to which fuch 
large buildings arc commonly fubjedl. 

' * ' s ^ 

^ ' 

The extent of the building, from the Weftern entrance 
to the iEai^rh extrenlity, i$ four hundred and lixteen feet. 
From North to Souths including the monaftery, it mea- 
fures five hundred and forty-one feet. The entire, except 
, the inferior offices and dormitories, is built of marble ori- 
ginajly, not v^y diffimilar in colour to that of Carrara ; 
but that colour is now changed internally to a modeft grey; 
externally the Hone has confraded a yellow fcoria, highly 
piilufefque to fhe eye of*the artjft. 


« 

Principal 





■,'‘ Principal f ■ ■ 

, ' • i if / , ‘ I > 

. , . -. ’ ' , ' ’ , 'W , . ■ • ■‘‘T ■ 

In every thmg that coiQiftitutes the ornamental or the 
elegant, the:princi|)al Entsanqe certainly ftands unriv^ed 
by any other Gothic frphtifpiece in Europe. The Portal, 
which is twcnty-«ight feet wi3e hy iifty-feven high, is 
embellilhed with upwards of pnic hundred '%ures in alto 
religvOi reprefenting Mofes and the prophets, iaints and 
angels, apoftles, kings, p6pes, hi^lw^ps, and martyrs, with* 
‘their refpedive infignia, ^ach ,figure ftapd? on an orna¬ 
mented pedeftah ben^th a/danopy df ,dcU^ 
manfliip j they a|c from ca|h other by an af- 

femblage of nlou^^, tttmmatii% in |minte4 ardhes. 




Below the vertex of the infenor arch is a triangular 
recefs, where there is feated on a throne, beneadi a triple 
canopy, a figure with a qeJeftkl ciowh, his left-hand refir¬ 
ing upon a globe, the other |s extended in the ad oC ad¬ 
monition. This figure reprcfents pur Saviour didating to 
the four EvangeUfls wfio lurround him, - attdided by their 
refpedive attributes. '"S ^ ‘ 




/'»' I' 


The fummit is crowned »\y|th an ornamental railing^ at 
the height of about an hundr^ feet from thd paverrient of* 
the church. The fpace between is 

occupied by a large #indow of fingiflar wbrkmanfhip; 
it confifts of tablets of marble, formed into numerous 

F 2 compart- 
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• ’ C' , - * - 

compartjnients, whofe in,ter^ices are £lled up wit!i Itaiiied 
glafs. In the ^eningv wfien the fun is oppofite to this 
window, its beams dart dirough the perforations, and cover 
the walls and pillars of tHe :ichurch with myriads of va- 
jiegated tints. It is hhpoffible'to convey ah adequate idea 
bf the bdauty of the effpft, or the ^reeable fenfations 
th^ excite in the fpedatof. 


ChapHr-HouJe, 


i’. 


In pqi^t of cbhftruiaion,* the Chapter-Houfc might be 
eoni^d^ed a mafter-piece of archhcdure. Its plan forms 
a fquarc» e^ch fide of which mcatfure^ fixty:-four feet, and 
is covered with a vault of heWn ftone. The principal 
ribs fpring from flendci ftiafts, and branch out in dif¬ 
ferent’diredtWs as they approach to the centre, where all 
; thet nerv in the form of a fiar, encircle an 

bmament^’patera. 

1 . > • 

. • e 

It is recorded, that in building that magnificent arch, it 
X fell twice in ftrihihg the centres, with ^eat injury to the 
workmcm. ^ut the king, defirous at all events to have 
a room without the defe<&^of a central fuppprti promifed 
• tp reward the archited: jf he could ‘accbmplilh it; at this 
he was animated in fuch a^inai^et, that he it again, 
as if, confident of fuccefs. The king, hoisisever, would 
not recommit the lives of his workthCn ' in ftriking 

the 


1 
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the centres; therefore he ordered, from different prifons 
of the kingdom, fuch delinquents as were fentcnced to 
capital puniihment, in order that, if the like difafter hap¬ 
pened a third time, none (hould fuller but thofe who had 
already forfeited their fives to the offended laws of their 
country. 


Maafokum of King Emanuel, 

At the rear of the chtirch is an unfinifhed Maufoleui^ 
of a jeurious form, wherein the ^rchitedl: has exhibited no 
fuperficial knowledge of geometry, or the principles of 
found and elegant • defign. In point of workmanlhip, 
neither the pen nor the pencil,is adequate to exprefs its real 
merits; for, though moft objeds when tranvsfcrred-to the 
canvafs appear to advantage, this, on the contrary, though 
delineated by the moft ingenious artift, upon examination, 
will appear more beautiful than any reprelenration of it 
upon canvafs or paper. And for thele realbns, the marble 
is poliftied, the fculpture in many parts detached from the 
centre of the block, and fo minutely carved, that to pre- 
ferve all tjie expreflivc marks and touches qjf the chifel, it ’ 
is not.poflible to condenle them into a fmallcr compafs i 
fo that, to convey a true idea of the whole, the picture 
would require to be as * large as the prototype. To give 
.an mftance > there is a figure at the entrance, reprefenting 
one of the fathers of ’the church, neft more than twelve 

. . 4 inches 
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inches in height, y^t the. ifculptor has 
tiunic in a thrq^-bare ^ 


ej^reffed Its worn 


'i V 


We may form fome ide^ of the magnitude of the de- 
iign, from the magnihcent:c of the ^itrance.; it is thirty- 
two feet wide at the fplhy j as it recedes, the breadth con- 
trads, tilt it forms aa apertiire of fifteen feet wide by 
thirty-one feet high, . De Souia,. thc.hiftorian, calls this 
a moderate fized aperture; and, indeed, foit appears, .for 
nothing is gr«Lt or finall but in a comparative relation. 


Amonglt the many thoufaads of ornaments with which 
this entrance abounds, we behold the following motto often 
repeated, Tanyas erey,. The charaders are Gothic, em> 
boiled, and encircled,by rinjs knotted together. The 
writer whom we have juft mentioned, has attempted to 
decypher this motto. The following extrads may give 
fome idea of his manner ojT reafoning: , 

“ As it is the duty of an Author to deliver his opinion 
“ on doubtfol pt^ges of hiftory, it will not be deemed 
“ prefumptuous in me to endeavour to untie or cut, with 
a’lhort dif^urle, this, which is not a gordian knot, 
though it appertains only to Alexanders to touch thofc 
V knots that are tied by kings. 


i.'i 






“ Omconfulting a perfon of great cruditkm 
words, we concluded that they were Greek ; tanya: 
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being the accufatiii^e cafe of the iQreek word tanya ; and' 
erey^ the imperative of the word erig^ which means 


either feek thou^ imqutre^ pr d^caver. Words apparently 
addre:^d from the Lord of the temple to King Emanuel; 
faying, as it gg tkm andexpkre.yxnknovfn regions. 
Thus animating him not to deflfl: from the enterprife 
he had in contemplation at this time; n^ely, the dif- 
covery of India.’* 


In the Loggia contiguous to the above door we obferve 
over a recefs a fhield, bearing ^he letters Ey between two 
armillary fpheres. “ .Grie fhoxild fuppofe, (continues De 
“ Soufa,) that the founder of the edifice intended to excite 
“ the attention of the curious who came hither, and was 
“.rcfolved that it fhould cqA: them more trouble to explain 
“ his enigmas, than to decypher an Egyptian hierogly- 
“ phick, or the Sibyllinei oracle.’ Indeed, it would be 
“ eafier to form a judgment of' fobjeAs of the latter kindj 
“ becaufe, with the afTiftance of words and allufive figures, 
“ we may draw fome fatisfaiftory conclufion. But in the 
“ former, the precife meaning of the Author is difficult 
“ to be afeeftained frOm a few infulated letters, fubjed to 
“ receive, camelibn-like, the colours we wifh to give 


“ them, or, like virgin-wax, 
“ tarjfc impreffion. 


fufceptible of every volun-. 



“ The firft difficulty that occurs is to afeertain the lan- 
“ gnage to which tjiefe charadlers btelong. I imagine they 

^ “ are 

cw ^ 
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are Greek, like thofe before mentioned: and as they 
“ are guarded by fpheres, and a crofs of the order of 
“ Chrift *, there is unqueftion^bly fome myftery inveloped 
“ in them. 


“ Indeed, the founder appears to have given us an em- 
“ bleni like that of the Temple of Delphoi in Greece. At 
“ the portal of which, as 'hiftory informs us, there, was 
“ an infcription addreffed to‘thofe who entered; Tmidi 
“ (TfauTov j that is to fay, Know thyfelf ; and over the* 
“ door an emblem Ei, fidiilar^ to ours, which lignifies 

THOU ART. 


“ That emblem fo employed the thoughts*^ of the an- 
cient fages,- that Plutarch compofed a volume upon it, 
“ wherein, after many arguments, he concludes, that by 
“ the letter Ei is defi^nated One Eternal God. His 
“ words are as follow :. 


* The latter belonged to the armt 
of King Emanuel, as he waa mailer of 
the order of Chrifl, an honour confened 
on him when he was Duke of Bcja, by his 
predrxeflbr John the Second, He alfo 
added to the infignia of royalty an ancil¬ 
lary •fphere, purfuant to an advic^ given 
him by King John a (hort time before Ins 
death, ^ence the King is fuppofed to 
have prefaged the difeoveries which enfued 
in the Eailcrn world. However that was, 
its prophetick appearance was very propi¬ 


tious to the Portuguese; for when Ema¬ 
nuel afeended the throne, he afTemblcd his 
council to deliberate on the expediency of 
profecuting the navigation to India; many 
of the covnfellors endeavoured to difluarie, 
him from the enterprizc, yet the King, in- 
^ired by the happy omen of the fphere, 
perfided in hts refolution, and accordingly 
difpatched Vafeo de Gafna in ^hat glo¬ 
rious expedition in which he* difeovered 
India in the year 1498. 

Vide OJkk and De Boufa, 


“ Deus 
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“ Deus enim efi ^ tji nulla rat tone temporisj fed ater- 
“ nit at is immobilise tempore ^ inclinatione carnet is : in'* 
‘ ‘ qua nihil prius ejl^ nihil pojleriusy nihilfuturame nihil 
precteritum: nihil a7itiqiiiuSf nihil recentius : fed unus 
cufn fite unicus nunc fcmpiternam implet durationem, 
“- p^ojt enim mult a funt Jiuminay fed unufji 

Our Author at length concludes, that the emblem Ey 
impprts the anlwer’of Emanuel to the before-mentioned 
motto, which deiires him to explore unknown regions ; 


* Plutarch* lib* dc Ri apud Delph. ■ ■■■ . 

The meaning of the above pafiage of Plu¬ 
tarch is nearly tliis: ” That God hatfi no 
“ dependence on time, but is a permanent 
“ and immutable Eternity; an Eternity 
“ without refcr^cncc to time or change,* 
infomuch that it ontains nothing finl 
or lail, paft or future, nothing more 
“ ancient or more modern. And fincc 
“ He is but One, He alone fills perpe- 
“ tual Eiernlty.— For there arc not many 
deitic;^, but only one.—Father tic Soufa 
obferves, that this is fo conformable 
to what \vc fiiul in Holy Writ, that 
“ one would think the Gentile Hillovian 
took it from iJiat part where wc read, 
Ego fum ritiifur,ty rir ej}^ miftt me ad -•ios; I 
AM Til AT I AM. Iam hath fciu mc unto 
you Drydcn *. ’’ makes a fiinllar obferva- 
tion in his Life of Plutarcli. Tt is not Icfs 
Lmprobable, however, that Plutarch, who 
was no ilranger to the Mythology of the 
Egyptians, took the above idea of the 
Deity ftom the infeription of the flatuc of 
PidLis or IJis at Sdis ; Uic meaning of 


which was this : / am all that isy ha^ heer.^ 
^and JJjall be ; and no tnortal has ever yet #*/- 
moved the veil that covers me* Since we 
have mentioned the Egyptians, let us hear 
their notions of the Deity. “ God is 
** neither the object of fenfe nor fubjciSt to 
** pafHon; but invifible, only intelligible fi 
and fupremely intelligent In his 
body he is like the light, and in his 
foul he refcmblcs truth §. He is tlie 
uuivcrfal fpirit that pervades and dilFufes 
** itfelf over nil n.aturc. All beings rc- 
«* ccivc their liii; from him (J. There is 
‘‘•butone only Cod, wdio is not, as fomc 
“ are apt to imagine, f^ated above the 
" w orld, beyond the orb ol the univerfe ; 
“ but being himfelf all in all, he fees 
“ all the beings wdio fill his immowlity, 
“ the only principle, the light of lieavcii, 
“ the father of all. He produces every 
^ thing; He orders and difpofe.s cvciy^ 
“ thjng: He is the reafon, the li/c, the 
“ motion of all beings^.” 

Chev, Ramfiifs ^hedo^^y of ih 


• Ex'Vus, Cl.ip i'i V, J4. 
() V I d Tyib. t*or| i'y-. • 


+ Pint. Vit.i Numx. 
ij LaiU. InlK Tb. v. 


G 
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fayingj^ “ I know, O Lord, that nothing but Thee is; 
*“ worthy to be fought for. Thofe feas and lands have 
“ their limits and duration, but Thou alone art eternal, 
“ immortal, infinite.” 

To return to the Maufoleum ; the architedlure in fomc 
parts is Arabian, in others abfolutc Gothic. The infide 
prefents an oflagon, the diameter of which, between the 
parallel fides, is fixty-five feet. This was to Ifave heen 
f covered with a vault of hewn' ftone, as appears by the^ 
parts already commenced at the height of about feventy- 
one feet. The whole is cafried jiip to the height of' about 
feventy-five feet; and though it has been expofed to the 
weather fince the year one thoufand five hundred and nine, 
it fcarcely exhibits any traces of decay. 

* 

Refpeding the founder, there are different opinions; 
Some attribute it to King Emanuel, others to his lifter 
Queen Leaner, confort of his predcceftbr John the Second, 
who intended it as a dcp6fitory for her hulband and the 
other royal perfonages interred in the convent without mo¬ 
numents fuitable .to their rank. 

It appears, however, that if Emanuel was not the 
* foufider, it has been casried on.under his aufpiccs, by his 
name being often repeated about the architraves of the 
windows. But at the death of his fiftcr, he drew all the 

cd here to the convent of Bcllem near 

• 6 Lilbon. 

• 


artificers employ 
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Lifbon, founded by him in teftimony of his joy for the 
difcovery of India; in confequence of which, this work 

has fince remained in that negleded ftate. 

• • 

The fides of the oftagoh, except the one at the en¬ 
trance, are finiflied with arches^ leading to as many cha¬ 
pels, each diftinguilhed by the devices of the princes for 
whom they were intended. The pious Leanor, in one of 
them deftined for the fepulture of hcrfelf and the king 
her confort, has introduced her own maternal device ;• 
that is, the pelican in the aft of piercing its breaft. 

% 

Indeed, it is much to be regretted, that a fabrick which 
redounds fo much to the Jionour of human ingenuity, 
Ihould ren'^ain in fuch a ftate of negleft. If we may be 
allowed to judge from what is already done of it, had not 
the death of the above princefs prevented its completion, 
the modern world would have to boaft of a Maufolcum, 
in magnitude and conftruftion not inferior to the ce¬ 
lebrated Maufolcum of the ancients * ; and the memory 
of Leanor would be tranfmitted down to pofterity with as 
much applaufc as that of Artcmifia. 

The latter, although flie lived but two years after the 
foundation of licr Maufqlcum, .yet her furvivors, 'out 
of rpfpeft and gratitude to the memory of fo alfec- 

• See Pliny, b. xxxvi. c. J & 13. Fifcher*s figns of this Edifice in the Dcfcriptioii of 
Iliftorical Arch, Tav. \i. Sec alfo my Dc- Batalha. 

G 2 ^ tionate 
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tionate^a princefs, who made a living ^pulchre of herfeif, 
by imbibing her hulband’s aihes, did not defift till they 
finiflied her defign. Had the furvivors of the Chriftian 
princefs poflefled fo much gratitude or geiierofity, Ba- 
talha, in point of architediure, would not be inferior to 
ancient HalicarnaiTus. And even in its prefent ftate, were 
it not buried iii an obfcure part of Portugal, it may be 
faid of it, as the Jews have recorded.of the fepulchre of 
Simon Maccabeus, that it was never without r^ifitoi^ to 
♦admire it. 

According to the account of jhofe who are fuppoled to 
have had their information from the records preferved in 
the Royal Archives of Lilbon, the name of the architect 
of the church was Stephen Stephenfon, a native of Eng¬ 
land. But the Fathers Cacegas and De Suifay who have 
written the Hiftory of Batalha with great accuracy, are 
filent on this head. They inform us, that the King, de- 
(irous of building a monaftery fuperior to any in Europe, 
invited from diftant countries the moft celebrated archi- 

4 

tedts that could be found. Now, as Gothic architedture 
at that time flouriflied in England, it is not improbable 
that fome of its artifts might have embraced the invitation 
^ of fo liberal a Prince, Specially as his confort. Queen 
Phtlippay a Princefs endowed*with many amiable qua¬ 
lities, .was the eldeft daughter of John of Gaifnt, Duke 
of Lancafter, fon‘of Edward the Third. 


The 
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The eftablifhment of the Monaftery is as follows; vi%. 
twenty-five mafs-friars of the Dominican order, four no-' 
vices, two tonfures, and thirteen lay-brothers. They arc 
governed by four prelates; to .wit, a prior or fuperior, a 
mafter of novices, a vicar,' and a chief confeffor. The 
other dignitaries are as follow ; viz. the three profefibrs, 
who are appointed to teach lecufars, reading, writing, and 
grammar; the precentor, the facrift, the infpedor of the 
corn ftoits, the fuperintendant of the kitchen, the hof- 
^tilarius, and the two treaTurers. There are fourteen fer-, 
vants, viz. a cook, who is paid four thoufand eight hun¬ 
dred rm*/>gryear, with^board and lodging; two carmen, 
at four moidores •f’ per year without board ; a fhepherd and 
a hogherd, each at fix hundredjcis and four alqueires X ol 
Turkey cofn per month ; and two fervants to attend the 
choir, thefe have no fixed {alary. The others are the 
baker, Ihoemaker, laundrefs, and muleteers. 

The annual revenue is computed at ten or twelve thou¬ 
fand crufades §, of which feven* thoufand are expended on 
the maintenance of the friars; befides, each is allowed 
. four thoufand eight hundred reis a year for clothing, pf 
the remainder there are four hundred milrees |1 applied in 

cultivating their lands. The -furplus, after paying fer- 

• * • 

• T^n rW/ arc equal to H of a penny. three quarts and one pint. Fteyras DiJ. 

f A tnoidorc Is worth lA 7/. § A crufade is worth 2/. 3^. • 

% An aiqiseirf, I believe, holds one peck IL ^mUree i^valued at 5/. 

• vant& 


9 
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vants hire, is expended in repairs and other contin- 
'gencies. 

During a relidence of thirteen weeks in this abode of 
peace and hofpitality, I experienced every politenefs and 
attention from the fathers, who, in evpry refpedt confift- 
ently with the duties of their order, pradlife the virtuous 
precepts of their facred religion. In .their mode of liv¬ 
ing there appears nothing to envy, but a great deal to 
tadmire and commend; they eat but twice in the four-, 
and-twenty hours, dine at eleven o’clock, and fup at 
eight. The daily allowance of .each is two fmall loaves, 
one pound and a quarter of meat, the fame quantity of 
fiih, befides foup, rice, wjne, and fruit: a great part of 
this is diftributed among the poor. The rules of their 
order they obferve with the moft fcrupulous rigidity; 
they are muftered every morning in Winter at day-break, 
and in Summer at five o’clock, then each brings a vafe full 
of water from the fountain, to wafli in, before he enters the 

t 

clioir. Their cleanlinefs, regularity, and exemption from 
the anxieties of the world, contribute to preferve their 
health and faculties unimpaired to a very old age. And, 
notwithftanding the bodily infirmities which phyficians 
^ aferibe to a ftate of inadivt life, every father in the con¬ 
vent exhibited a pleafing exception to this maxim; for I 
could not difeern one drooping with the weight *of years, 
or who had loft*a tooth, or who had an eye dimmed 

with 
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with defluxion, though Ibme of them had attained to the 
age of ninety and upwards. Such is the wife diipenfation* 
of Providence, that thofe men who have voluntarily fc~ 
eluded themfelves from the mingled cares and enjoyments of 
the world, are compenfated; even on this flde of the grave, 
by a long and ferene evening of old age, free from the 
infirmities, difappointments, and*painful reflexions, which 
embitter the expiring days of the libertine and incon- 
fidcrate. * 

On the nineteenth of March, a prench pilgrim, who 
filled ‘himfelf Vifeount Clardrdc, vifited the convent. 
The Prior received him with every mark of refpeX and 
civility due to the high rank he afllimcd: during three days 
he tarried with us, and greatly recommended himfelf by 
the agrccablencfs ol his manners. His age might be about 
thirty; he was of a middle ftature, had fliort black hair, 
and a countenance w'hich betrayed more of tlic levity of a 
rambler, than of the piety of a pilgrim. He was drclTed 
in a long grey coat, a tawdry laced waificoat, and a 
llouehed hat, mounted with a rufty cockade. A fable 
fcapulct of oil-cloth, ftudded with variegated fliells, adornc,d 
his fhouldertj. From his neck and girdle were fufpended 
rofaries of difierent llzcs, togedier with a tin cafe and a 

f 

A lufty fellow, jiifl; defer ted from tht French f.Tvicc, 
attended this pilgrim, and carried his baggage in a Ihccp- 

fkia 

% 
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(kin wallet. He was now about to defert from his mafter’s 
♦ 

iervice, in confequence of the feverity of his difcipline; 
for as the Count conceived him to be a greater (inner than 
himfelf, he oftener applied the knotty cordon of St. 
Francis to his (houldcrs than his own: the Prior, how¬ 
ever, fo far accommodated matters, ^hat they departed 
in peace. 

There are fome particulars which, however trifliAg in 
' thcmfelves, fometimes make as lafting an impreflion oi\ 
the mind as objeds of greater magnitude, at lead the 
few that I am about to offer hjy/e had that effect on me- 
The parental tendernefs which poets and naturalifts have 
aferibed to the (lork, I Jiaji the fatisfadion of contem¬ 
plating at this place: one of thefe birds, with its affec¬ 
tionate mate, has reffded for ages in a large neft curioufly 
formed on the calccolus foliage which crovyns the fpire ot 
the church. As Solomon fent the (luggard to the ant to 
learn induftry, fo thq difobedient child would learn ex¬ 
amples of filial piety from the numerous progeny of this 
connubial pair. The fathers and the people of the village 
wmuld deem it Ijttlc Icfs than facrilege to moleft them ; 
and indeed their humane protedion is amply repaid by the 
fervices they render the ‘country in deftroying ferpents, 
lizards, and other obnoxious reptiles, 

« 

« 

In the village ‘there lived a little male idiot, who came 
each day to the cloifter to pradife hjs favourite amufe- 

5 ‘ . ment, 
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ment, from which Ire could fcarcely be drawn to fatisfy 
hunger or thirft. This amufement confided in an endleis 
emulation between his toes for precedency ; as he moved 
forward one foot, the other,, as if jealous of being left 
behind, immediately advanced, and thus he moved on 

from morning till night. * 

• « 

This is the firft place in which I had heard the vvarblings 
of the mghtingale. The little fongfter poured his plaintive 
drains each night from a* branch that fliaded the windovy 
of my cell, and all Nature liftened to the fong, except 

the bittern whofe loud add incefiant fereams lull the 

* % 

mind into fympathctic meditation. 


Before we take leave of tliis Monaftery, we mufi: rc- 
qucfl the reader's indulgence, while we attempt to give a 
brief account of fome of the moft remarkable characflcrs 
who are interred therein. In the center of tlic Founder’s 
cJiapcl is an infula.rcd fepulchrc, v\"ith two cumbent ef¬ 
figies of white marble, the fize of life. Thcfe effigies 
reprefent the King and Queen; the former is’dicfied in a 
compkte fuit of armour, the latter in a long fiowing robe, 
the oraceftil habit of the age : the head of each is dbmihed 
Vv Ith a low open crown, beneath a triple cano|>y of curious 
workmaufiiip, in the Guthic manner. 

• The bittern is a fpccies of bird that lives by fuctkin in marlliy grjuiid.^. 


H 


Tfie 



^ The memorable tranladions of thofe royal perfonages are 
preferred in Latin infcriptions, finely fculptured in black 
charaders on the fides of the monument, together with 
the mottos and emblems adapted by the King, expreflive 
of l^s extraordinary atchievements. 

t 

King John tho Firjl: 

' The reign of this Monarch is allowed by Hiftorians to 
have formed a brilliant epoch in the Hiftory of Portugal. 
He was the natural fon of Don Pedro, furnamed the J uft, 
by Dona Tereza Lorenza, a Galician lady. He was bom 
at Lifbon in the year one thoufend three hundred and fifty- 
feven, and at the age of feven was prefented for the firfi: 
time to the King his father, who knighted him, and made 
him Matter of the Order of Avis, agreeably to his pre¬ 
ceptor’s requeft. This honour was conferred on him in a 
convent of the fame order, ^vherein he purfued his ttudics, 
and, happy for the nation, received a moft excellent edu¬ 
cation, which fo improved his ttrong natural talents, *that 
he 'became one of the politett fcholars, as well as the 
greateft ttatefman and monarch, of his age. 

At the death of Ferdinand his brother, who fucceeded 
his father on the tjirone, the King of Cattile laid claim 
to the crown of Portugal in right of his wife. At this a 

general 
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general dilcontent fpread throughout the kingdom, which 
was then governed by the Queen, a worthlefs intriguing 
woman. Don John alfo afferted his right to the fucceffion; 
but on being reje< 9 :ed, he* refdlved to depart for England. 
This being rumoured throughout Lifbon, the populace 
furroundcd him and preffed him to ftay, to protcft them 
againft the threatened power of Caftile. He confcntcd 
with apparent reluftance. The nobility were fummoncd 
to meet at the Town-hgufe, to take into conhderation 
• the expediency of cle<^ng him Proteftor. As foon a? 
they affembled, a cooper rufl^ed into the midft of them, 
and drawingjiis fword, •threatened any who dared rcfufe 
his confent with death. 

• • 

Thus was Don John proclaimed Protedor by the mul¬ 
titude, though in oppofition to the fenfe of the majority 
of the nobles. The prudent ufc, however, he made of 
power, foon gained him great reputation. Enaldcd by a 
liberal education, and a difeerrjing mind, to difcrimijiatc 
the abilities of men; he made choice of his .counfcllors 
folely for their talents and virtues, regardlefs of every con- • 
hderation qf birth or title. 

In order to incrcafc his popularity, he caufed the pio-» 
perty of ^thofe who fled the kingdom, or declared jn fa- 
vour*of Caftile, to be confifeated, and.^diftributed ‘among 
his own adherents. And to conciliate thofc who had 

• H 2 hitherto 
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bitherto oppofed his meafures, he promulged a general 
pardon for all paft offences, treafon excepted; not con¬ 
ceiving, {hys Faria, that to fupport him, was the greateft 
of all treafon s. ' 

■ 

A few months after he was eleffed pfotedtor, the King 
of Caftile with a numerous force entered Portugal. Al- 
moft every part at his approach furrendered, and acknpw- 
ledged him as lawful fovereign. Having arrived before 
Lilbon, he invefted it for the fpace of five months; but' 
a plague which raged among*his army, obliged him to raife 
the ficge, and depart. Immediately after, <he Protedtor 
was proclaimed King, in the twenty-eighth year of his 
age, and received in every ‘part of the kingdom with dc- 
monftrations of joy. 

The retreat of the Caftilians, however, gave the new 
King but afhort repofe in the enjoyment of his crown; for 
they foon recruited their drmics, and re-entered Portugal 
with all the forces of their kingdom. 

Don John, imdcrftanding the approach of the enemy, 
drew together his troops from Coimbra, Oporto, &c. and 
marched out of Guimaaaens to give him battle. On the 
morning of the fourteenth of Auguft one thoufand .three 
• hundred and eighty-five, he entered the plains of Alju- 
barrota, where he knighted feveral gentlemen, The Caf- 

tilians 
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tilians at firft intended to march diredVly to Lifbon, yet,, 
after fome confultation, they refolved to engage. The 
forces on both lides were very unequal; the Caftilians 
are reported to have beert thirty-three thoufand ftrong, 
and the Portuguefe but fix thoufand five hundred j be- 

fides, the latter hajd fome local difad vantages. 

# • 

' 

The §un was felting when thefe two unequal armies 
engaged; the Caftilians at the firft charge broke the Por- 
•tuguefe van-guard, but the King coming up, with his* 
voice and example fo animate^ his men, that in lefs than 
an hour the multitudinbus enemy was put to the rout. 
The King of Caftik, who headed his troops, being af- 
fli(fted with an ague, was forced to favc himfelf by 
flight *. 


Moft of the Portuguefe who fided with Caftile, and 
were in front of the army, were put to the fword. I’lic 
royal ftandard of Caftile was taken, but many pretending 
to the honour, it could not be decided by whom. Of the 
number of the flain no exad account is preferved, but it • 


Don Lattrenzo^ Ar^hhifliop of rr.ng.i, 
who, according to Ciijlera^ (tl)c French 
Commentator of the Lufiad,) fouglit at 
the above battle, gives the r>Ucwing»nc- 
couutof the King of Callilc^s ^.h igrin after 
his delcat, in a letter wrirtv^n in old Ikniii- 
giicfe, to tlic Abbot of Ah : 

The ConlUble liath infouiu d me, tl.at 


“ Iio f.iw the King of Caftile at Santcrem, 
who behaved as a madman, cnrfi.ig his 
“ cxiilcncc and tearing his beard. And it.* 
“ tr*th, my good fiiend, it is b?ttcr he 
fliould do fo to hin'.fclf than to ns; the 
“ man who thus plucks his tjwii lu.’.rd, 
would be Viich belter pleaftd tu do fo 
‘‘ uv.to others/* 
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•is reported to have been very great on the part of the 
Gaftilians; three thouiand of their cavalry arc fuppofed 
to have periflied, among whom were many perfons of 

diflindion. ' ' . ' 

•• « 

4 

This is the famous battle of Aljt^arrota ; fo called 
becaufe it was fought near a villag|||&f that name; and 
in confequence of which the Royal Monaftery of Batalha 
was founded, agreeably to a vqjv made by the King, im- 
*porting, that in gratitude to Heaven he would build a* 
magnificent Convent, if Ptovidence on that day crpwned 
his arms with fuccefs. * 

In confequence of this• important vid:ory,,Don John 
was fixed on his throne; yet he loft no time in putting the 
kingdom in fiich a ftate of defence, that in future he 

fliould have nothing to fear from the power of his rival. 

* 

Hitherto he only adecl on the defenfive, but now he 
refolved ta aflail the enemy in his own country ; and the 
better to fucceed in his enterprife, he prevailed on the 
Duke of Lancafter to embrace this opportunity of en¬ 
forcing his title to tlte crown of CaftiJe, to which he pre- 
• tended to have had a legal title, in virtue of Conftance his 
lady. Accordingly the t)uke lahded at Gallicia, with two 
thoufaiid. cavalry, ^and three thoufand archers. His* two 
daughters, celebrated for their beauty and accomplifti- 
ments, accompanied hitn.^ The elder, named Philippa, was 
• 3 * married 
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fharried to the King of Portugal, and Catherine, the 

younger, to the King of Caftile’s eldeft fon. In confe- 

quence of which, hoftilities ceafed between all parties, and 

the Duke retutned to England.* 

% 

I 

A period of fix7and-twenty years had elapfed without 
hoftility between the two rival Powers; during which time, 
the happinefs .of hip people, and the inftruftion of his 
children, Tolely occupied the attention of Don John. Con- 
yinced of the fuperiority which he himfelf derived from a • 
liberal education, he refolved that his fons (hould inherit a 
fimilaf advantage, and hence he became their preceptor. 
Of the effedVs of his inftruftion, the annals not only of Portu¬ 
gal, but of all Europe, bear t^ftynony. He had the felicity 
to live to fee them attain the age of maturity, unrivalled 
in every manly accompliftiment. To one of them, named 
Henry, the world is indebted at this day for the Iburce 
of all the modern difeoveries in navigation. But of this 
hereafter. 

The vidlorious King John at length overcome with age 
yielded to theftroke of Fate, in his feventy-fi xth year, and 
the forty-eighth of his reign. No prince was ever bleflcd 
with more domeftic happinefs,* or more beloved by his , 
people. He was a deep politiciail, a bold commander, 
kind to his friends, and haughty to his enemies. . It is 
true, he raifed himfelf to the throne ^by many a<a:s of 
cruelty, difgraceful to human nature; ads which no vir¬ 
tuous 
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tuous ipan would perpetrate for an empire; yet when he 
* obtained the objcd of his ambition, he fupported his 
power, not by tyranny, but by the cxercife of thofe 
virtues which coiiftitutc tiie happinefs of a people. At 
times, however, he had recourfe to feverity *, when the 
alTuaging and popular arts, in which he was eminently 
fkilled, proved ineffectual. The free and affable manner 
in which he received all men, gained him many friends; 
for he pretended not to affeCt the pride of a‘monarch, 
though he never funk belovV the dignity of one. The 
nobility dined every day at his table, and after his ex¬ 
ample cultivated and encoul-aged polite literature. 'To the 
poor he was a protedor and benefaCtor; and true merit 
was never more liberally rewarded in Portugal, than during 
his reign. 


Of his extraordinary prowefs, all Hiftorians bear tefti- 
mony ; and his effigy, which is over his tomb in the Con¬ 
vent of Batalha, laid to.have been fculptured after Nature, 
feems to corroborate the fad; for it reprefents him as a 
man of uncommon mufcular ftrength. His helmet and 
hattle-axc are alfo preferved here. I was not a little fur- 


* flere is a-Rrikinj' inftance of it:*, A 
geuiicman of tlie hcd*chamber, ramed 
Don Ferdbumd Alonzo^ tliOngli a favourite 
with the King, was aivprt ht nded for mak- 
too ftee with Dona i/ivj/r/.v, one of ihc 
Queen^s ladies. Ahn%'} made his efcape 
from the officerG) tnd took fau£lu.iry in a 


cJiurch, aflirming that he was privatoly 
married to her. But the King, w'hofe 
fuiing palhon was jcaloufy, came in per- 
. fon, and dragged the unfortunate lover to 
.flames. The lady was baniflicd to 
Caflile, her native country. 


prifed 


4 


4 


4 
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prifed on examining the latter; perhaps there are bu t few 
men of this age could wield liich a ponderous weapon 


Indeed, he appears to have rcAlized the ideas that Shakc- 
fpear and Agrippa entertained'of the vigour of thofe children 
born out of wedlock ; for, as we before obferved, he was 
the natural fon of Don Pedro by a Galician lady. “ The 
“ beds of adultereffes (fays Agrippa) have brought forth 
“ the moft illuftrious heroes in the world j as Hercules, 
“Alexander, Iftimael, Abimelech f, Solomon, Conftan-, 
tine, Clodoveus king of the Franks, Theodorick the 
“ Goth, William the Conqueror, Raymond of An;a- 
“ gon, 8cc.” 


As a further teftimony of fhiS Prince’s perfonal flrength, 
take the following anecdote, which we give on the autho¬ 
rity of a Portnguefe gentleman. Don John was fo fccurc 
in the alfedlions of his fubjc6ls, that he frequently walked 
abroad without any attendants. In one of his morning 
perambulations, he chanced to obferve an old man, who was 
lame and blind, at the oppohtc fide of a rivulet, waiting 
till fomc one came to guide his fteps over a plank thrown 
acrofs it. 'As there was no one at hand but the King, 
he inftantly approached, threv^ him on his flioulder, and 
carried him in that poflurc to th^ next road. The poor ’ 


* KiigravlniTji of the above-mentioned 
b.uilc-axc ynti liclmct may be fceix iu tlic 
Author's defeription of Batalha, 


-j De Soufa, the Portuguef; 
compares Don John to AbinieltcJn 


I 


man 
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^ man, furprifcd at the eafe with which he was carried, ex¬ 
claims, “ I wifh Don John had a legion of fuch ftout 
“ fellows to humble the pride of the Caftilians, who de- 
“ prived me of the ufc of my leg.” 

Here, at the requeft of the King, he gave a Ihort ac¬ 
count of the feveral a-ilions in which he had been engaged. 
In the fequel his Majefty recolleded, that this was Fon- 
feca, the brave foldier, who had courageoufly fought by 
* his fide in the memorable battle of Aljubarrota, that fixed 
the crown on his head. Grieved to fee him in fuch a 
diftrefled fiate, he defired him tp call next morning' at the 
royal palace, to know how he came to be negleded by his 
fervants in power. Who Jhall 1 inquire for f quoth the 
brave Belifarius. “For your gallant companion at the 
“ battle of Aljubarrota j” replied the King, departing.. 

A perfon who at a diftance witnefled the icene, fiiortly' 
after accofted Fonfeca,. and informed him of what his So¬ 
vereign had done. “Ahl” faid he, (when he recovered 
from his Yurprife,) “ I am now convinced of the truth of 
‘f what has often been afferted, the Ihoulders of monarchs 
“ are certainly accuftomed to bear great burthens. I re- 
^ “ joice in having devoted the prime of my life to the 
“ fervice of one who, like the .Prince of Uz, is legs to the 
lame, and eyes to the blind.” 

i.. 

, 3 ' Contiguous 
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Contiguous to the tomb of the Founder are four 
mural fepulchres of very elegant workmanfhip, in the 
Gothic manner, containing the remains of his Ions, Pe¬ 
dro^ Henry^ yohn^ and Eerdinand. Firft, of 

\ 

4 


Prince Pedrg. 

This Prince waa Duke of Coimbra and Monte Mor^ 
Knight of the order of the Garter, &c. During the mi- 
• nority of Don Alfonfo the Fifth, his nephew and fon-in-* 
law, the government of the jcingdom devolved to him; 
and all the Hiftorians of that country allow, that the law 
was never difpenfed with more impartiality, or better 
tempered with mercy, than ‘during his adminiftration, 
which continued eleven years. 

Nor was he lefs eminent as a ftatefman, than as a ge¬ 
neral and a traveller. He diftinguiflied himleJf in various 
engagements in Africa, where he headed an army of Portu- 
guefe againft the Moors. He alfo fignalizcd his valour in 
Germany againft the Turks, under the ftandards of the 
Emperor Sigifmond. 

On account both of his voyvages and eloquence, he^was ’ 
called the Ulyftes of his age. In the year one thoufind 
four*hundrcd a:;d twenty-four he fet qiit from PdrtugaJ, 
and fpent f-ur .ears in travelling over a great part of 

• 12, Europe, 
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Europcv Aiia, and Africa. Travels at that time being 
very rare, efpecially among perfons of his rank, his ad¬ 
ventures gave rife to many fabulous reports. Faria fays, 
that he wrote feveral boohs, but docs not mention their 
titles, nor could we obtain any intelligence on that head, 
fo little are they known at prefent; if l,hey contain matter 
of information, we trisft they will no longer be with-held 
from the Public. 

f 

• Don Pedro having furnifhed'the annals of his country, 
with the brighteft examples of wifdom in the cabinet, and 
courage in the field, was put to xleath by the King his 
nephew, at the inftigation of fome of his favourites, whom 
he offended when he hel(i ^he adminiftration of public 
affairs. The rafh, giddy King foon repented his having 
deprived the world of fo great a man; but by inverting 
the order of jufticc, his repentance came too late : he firft 
ordered him to be flain, then gave him a fair trial; and 
on being found innocent of the alleged offence, he endea¬ 
voured to expiate his own guilt, by publifhing the inno¬ 
cence of Don Pedro to the world, and giving his remains 
an honourable interment in the Monaftery of Batalha, 



Princo 
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Prince Henrj 

Seems to have been born ^or the good of mankind; 
“ born to free them from the fceodal fyftem, and to give 
to the whole world every advantage, every light that may 
pollibly be diffuled by the intercourfe of unlimitted com¬ 
merce.” With all the noble accomplifliments that ele¬ 
vate huihan life, he poflefled the amiable talents that em- 
. bellifh it. His motto, talent de bien faire^ was verified 
in all his adions, which were invariably direded to the 
happinefs of his fellow-beings. The fpirit of navigation, 
which had hitherto flumbered on the ocean, under his 
aufpices fpread her wings, fought the remoteft fhoresr 

The King his father, having fubdued his neighbouring 
enemies, prepared to crown the return of peace with graiid 
feftivals ; in the courfe of which he purpofed to confer the 
honour of Knighthood on his fons. But as they jujflly 
conhdered that this diftindion*ought to be the reward oi 
well-earned merit, they mutually agreed to feprefent to 
his Majeft^, that the treafure he refolvcd to expend on 
that ceremony, would be employed to greater advantage 
in the field of battle ; wherein they would have an ojipor- 
tunity of evincing to the world, that they merited his in¬ 
tended dillindion. The reftilt of the prudent renion- 

ftrance was the capture of Ceuta, • where tliey were 

4. knighted 
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Tcnighted by the King, amidft the acclamations of the 
army. 

The prifoners whom the fortune of war had thrown into 
his power on that event, experienced a bountiful mafter; 
and Henry had the good fortune to .find among them 
fome Arabians who had travelled over feveral parts of the 
Eaft. Their information contributed to enlarge the fphere 
of his knowledge in cofmography, his favourite ftudy, to 
-which he had now totally religned himfelf. And in order to . 
avoid all interruption, he retired to a folitary village named 
Sagres, in the kingdom of Algarve, Here, like the great 
Newton, he lived in perpetual celibacy, cultivating all 
the noble fciences. “ An^ ^ere, where the view of the 
ocean infpired his hopes and endeavours, he eredted his 
arfenals, and built and harboured his ihips; leaving the 
temporary buftle and cares of the ftate to his father and 
brothers.” 

“ Having received all the light which could be dif- 
covered in Africa, he continued unwearied in his mathe¬ 
matical and geographical ftudies. The art of fliip-build- 
ing received very great improvement under his diredion ; 
and the truth of his ideas*of the ftrucfture of the terra- 
queous globe are now -confirmed. He it was who firft 
fuggefted the ufe of the compafs, and of longitude' and 
latitude in navigation, and how thefe might be afcertained 

by 
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by aftronomical obfervations: fuggeftions and difcoveries 
which would have held no fecond place among the con- 
jedures of a Bacon, or the improvements of a Newton.” 

* • 

Prince Henry for upwards of forty years profecuted 
his difcoveries along the coaft of Africa. Puerto Santo 
and the Madeira Iflands were the firft fruits of his enter- 
prife. The Azores and Cape Verd Iflands were alfo dif- 
covered 'by him, and his commanders, after traverflng the 
coafl; from Cape Bojador td Siera Leona, a diftance of threa 
hundred and feventy leagues, pafled the Equinoftial Line, 
and &iled as far as the JflariU of Saint Matthew, which 
is in the fecond degree of South latitude. 


“ The Prince, now in his fixty-feventh year, yielded 
to the’ftroke of Fate, in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
four hundred and flxty-three, gratified with the certain 
profpe<St, that the rout to the Eaftern world would one day 
crown the enterprifes to which he had given birth. He 
had the happinefs to fee thd naval fuperiority of his 
country over the Moors eftablilhed on the moft Tolid bafis, 
its trade greatly upon the increafe, and, what he eftcerqed 
his greateft happinefs, he flattered himfelf that he had 
given a mortal wound to Mahommedifm, and had opened 
the door to an univerfal propagation of Chriftianity • and 
the civilization of mankind. And to him, as to their pri¬ 
mary author, are due all the ineftimabfe advantages which 

ever have flowed^ or will flow, from the difcovery of the 

greateft: 
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greatcft part of Africa, of the Eaft and Weft Indies. 
Every improvement in the ftate and manners of thefe 
countries, or whatever country may yet be difcovered, is 
ftridJy due to him.; nor'is the difference between the pre- 
fent ftate of Europe, and the monkifli age iii which he 
was born, lefs the refult of his genius ^ and toils. What , 
is an Alexander, crowned with trophies at the head 
his army, compared with a Henry. contemplating the 
ocean from his window on the rock of Sagreii 1 The 
«one fuggefts the idea of the evil daemon, the other of a ^ 
tutelary angel 

• « 

The cumbent cfEgy of Prince Henry, which is feen on 
Jiis tomb, is dignified with, a royal crown ; for, according 
to De Soufa, he was eledled King of Cyprushe was alfo 
Mafter of the order of Chrift, Duke of Vifeu, and Knight 
of the Garter. This Pharo of navigation has been cele¬ 
brated by the Hiftorians and Poets of every nation in 
Europe. The Prince of the Portuguefe Bards has paid 
the following tribute of praife to his memory, in which 

ins brother Don Pedro above mentioned is alfo included; 

* 

Illuftiious, lo, two brother-heroes fliine, 

Their birth, their deeds, adorn the royal line; 

To every king of princel)^ Europe known, 

* In every court the gaUant Pedr© ftione. 

• 

* See Mickle’s Hiflorj of tljc Difeo- covery of Madeira, From thefe Ao- 
-very of India. Sec alfo Father de Soufa’s thors wc have extraflcd the above mc- 
•Dt'fcription of Batalha, Faria’s Hiilory of mous. 

Barros’s Account of the I)if- 

« 


The 
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The glorious Henry——kindling at his name, 

Behold my Tailor’s eyes all iparkle flame! 

Henry the chief, who firft, by Heaven infpired. 

To deeds unknown before, the fulor fired; 

The ccfUTcious failor left the fight of Ihore, 

And dared new oceans,, never ploughed before. 

The various wealth of every diftant land 
He bade his fleets explore, his fleets command. 

The ocean’s great Difeoverer he fhines; 

Nof lefs his honburs in the martial lines: 

The painted flag the cloud-wrapt fiege difplays; 

There Ceuta’s rocking wall its truft betrays. • 

Black yawns the breach; the point of many a fpear 
'Gleams through the fmoke; loud fliouts aftound the ear. 
Whofe ftep firfl: trod the dreadful pafs ? whofe fword 
Hew’d its dark way, firft with the foe begor’d ? 

’Twas thine, O glorious Hensy! firft to dare 
The dreadful pafs, and thine to clofe the war. 

Taught by his might, and humbled in her gore, 

The boaftful pride of Afric tower’d no more. 

Lujiad^ bookviii. 

Our Britirii Bard, in de/cribing the ftate of Europe at 
the commencement of the fifteenth century, thus cele¬ 
brates Prince Henry: 

—— For then, from ancient gloom emerg’d 
The rifing world of trade : the Genius, then. 

Of Navigation, that in hopcibfs floth 
Had flumber’d on the vaft Atlantic deep 
, For idle ages, ftarting, heard at laft 
The Lusitanian Prince, who, Heatven-infpir’d, 

To love of ufeful glory rous’d mankind. 

And in unbounded commerce mixt the world. 'Tfjoinfoii. 

% 

K 
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JDo» yohn. 

Of this Prince there is. nothing very reqjarkable on 
record; he was matter of the order of St. James, and 
Lord High Conttable of Portugal. On, the pannel of his 
fepulchre are reprefented branches bearing wild ttrawber- 
ries, a pouch, and Ihells. The two latter appertained to 
his order, and De Soufa fuppofes he adopted the* former, 
as an emblem to exprefs his devotion for the glorious 
Baptitt, who lived on wild fruit, and on account of his 
name being John. 


Don Ferdinand, 

t 

After gaining many vidtories in Africa, laid ttege to 
Tangier, in company with his brother Henry, where the 
Moors furroynded them, and all the Portuguefe under 
their command, amounting to feven thoufand. The 
forces of the enemy are faid to have been fix hundred 
thoufand. The Princes, in order to extricate themfelvcs 
and their men, offered to deliver up Ceuta, on condition 
that they ttiould be allowed to return home. The enemy 
•gladly accepted the offer, and demanded one of the bro¬ 
thers as an hottage for the fulfilment of the terms, where¬ 
upon Ptince Ferdinand offered himfelf, and was accord¬ 
ingly detained. 


When 
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Vl^hen the account of tliis difafter reached Lifbon, the 
Government was much divided in opinion. The King wa5 
willing to comply with the terms, to redeem his brother, 
but the Court, feconded by the J*ope, urged the neceffity of 
keeping Ceuta, as a check on the Infidels. In the mean 
time, large fums ^were propofed for the ranfom of the 
Prince, but in vain. 

Don Edward, who had now afeended the throne, find¬ 
ing negociation fail, refolvfed to rcleafe his brother by force 
but juft as he was about to embark with a formidable 
army^ he was feized with a*plague, and died; leaving 
orders with his.Queen to deliver up Ceuta for the refeue 
of his brother. This, however, was never performed; 
fo that the unfortunate Prince ended his days in cap¬ 
tivity. 

The piety of his manners, and the magnanimity of his 
behaviour, made Don Ferdinand the objedt of univerfal 
regret; and this regret was heightened by the cruel treat¬ 
ment he received from the Infidels. His virtues and 
patient fulFerings became a fine fubjedt for writers of ro¬ 
mance, and they have not failed to draw the tear of com- 
paflion in many a pathetic tale. Ferdinand is reputed a 
Saint in Portugal to this day. The hiars of Batalha com- * 
memoratt his anniverfary with great folcmnity on the fifth 
of June. 

K 2 
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On the lepulchres of the above Princes, and alfo that 
of the King their father, are fculptured in mezzo relievo 
various devices, charaderiftic of their refpedtive anions or 
difpolitions. They had likewife, for the fame purpofe, 
their refpeftive mottos: they are written in the French 
language; becaufe, as De Soufa tells ns, that language 
was much elleemed in their time, and very current among 
Princes, on account of its courtefy and politenefs. The 
mottos are as follow: 


King John I., 
Don Pedro, 

Don Henry, 
Don John, 

Don Ferdinand, 


11 me plait pour bien* 
Dejir. 

^Talent de bien faire, 
ye ai bien raifon, 

Le bien me plait. 


King Edward, 

This Prince was the eldeft fon of John the Firft, whom 
he fucceeded on the throne. His efi^, with that of 
his confort Leanor, are on a tomb at the foot of the 
great altar of the church. He reigned but five years and 
one month: in this fhort period the kingdom experi- 
jenced many diiafiers, both ‘ from the wars of Africa and 
the plague, which raged thoughout the country ^ to the 
latter he himfelf, with many of his fubje6fcs, fell a lacri- 
fice. In his adminiftration he was juft, and rendered the 

3 • country 



69 


TRAVELS IN. PORTUGAL. 

f 

country confiderable fervice, by reducing the laws to a 
regular code, and commanding the nobility to look aftei* 
their eftates. A fimilar ordinance would not, perhaps, be 
injurious to the health or, fort;une of the prefcnt nohility 
of Portugal. 

I 

According to the Portuguele Hiftorians, Don Edward 
was one of the moft accomplifhed men of his time; he 
fpoke and wrote Latin elegantly, and was author of feveral 
books. We cannot fay tnuch for their merit, for they 
are fcarcely known at prefent; his memory could not 
prefeYve them from finking Into oblivion. The writings 
of Princes are fiibje£t to the lame fate with thofe of 
the humbleft of their fubjeds. Faria mentions one of 
thofe books, and but one, a treatile on horfcmanlhip. 
Perhaps the author's kinfman, Prince Alfonfo, fon of John 
the Second, who is interred in the Chapter-houfe, never 
read that treatile, or he would not have loll his life by 
bad horfemanfhip. 

King John the Second, 

% 

In one of the chapels at the Eaft end of the church is 
depofited the remains Johh the Second, without a mo¬ 
nument, or even an infeription. ’ But his actions will per¬ 
petrate' his memory, when the proudeft monuments are 

funk into dull. His corpfc remains*, from the time of 

its 


» 
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its interment, in orte tlioufand four hundred and nincty- 
*five, to this day, uncorrupted, though it was not embalmed, 
nor prepared to withftand that diflblution which awaits on 
mortality: whether this proceeds from the nature of the 
difeafe of which he died, (an haemorrhage, fuppofed to 
be brought on by drinking of the water of a poifoned 
fpring near Evora,) or »from any antifeptical properties of 
his coffin, or both, the naturalift can beft determine. 
There are fomc, I am aware, more devout perhaps than 
philofophic, who attribute this' phenomena to the Mo¬ 
narch’s fan£lity. I ffiould be forry to difturb fo harmlefs 
an opinion. * , 

If the charaders of Princes are to be eftimated by the 
ferviccs they render mankind, this Monarch’ has great 
claims on the gratitude of pofterity. His court was con- 
hdered as the Lyceum of Europe. The learned and in¬ 
genious men of the times flocked to it, and were en¬ 
couraged in proportion to their talents, the only recom¬ 
mendation to his muniflccnce. 

* 

l^or did religious opinions rife as a barrier between real 
worth and royal favour; in the circle of his flatefmen, 
phyfleians, and miffionaries*, were to be found Jews of 
diftinguiffied abilities; for, to dojuftice to the Ifraelites of 
Portugal, they have in general been remarkable for’fidelity 
and attachment to* their King and country, before the 

. cftabliffi^ 
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eftablirtiment of that inaulpiciou^ tribunal that has thinned* 
the nation of its inhabitants, and reared the bafilifk of 
perfecution on the rains of the temple of humanity. 

His profound knowledge of mathematicks fuggcfted to 
him, that a fliorter and fafer Way of navigation than 
Jiitherto known was not impradlicable. The learned men 
of his court took the problem into conlideration, and cul¬ 
tivated it with fuch fuccef^, that the world is indebted to 
•them for the invention of the Aftrolabium and the firft ’ 
tables, of delineation for theufe of pilots. 

By thefe inventions he was enabled to enlarge the boun¬ 
daries of his dominions. Vaiious difeoveries were now 
made under his aufpices, along the coaft of Africa, whence 
his fleets returned laden with the moft valuable products 
of thofe countries; but what gave him the greatefl: fatif- 
faction, was the opportunity thefe difeoveries afl'orded him 
of propagating the light of the Gofpel. Wc may conceive 
what progrefs he made in converting the Africai^s,' by the 
numbers that were baptifed in the kingdom of Congo 
alone, which (if there be no miftake in the calculation) 

amounted to an hundred thoufand. 

% 

t 

♦ The AJirolahmn is an iiiftrumcnt hy of Johjj the Second. Martin of Bohemia, 
which arc afcfrtaincd the altitude of the one of the moft celebrated mathematicians 
Sun, an^ diftance of the Stars. It is of that age, is fuppofed by fome to have 
faid to have been invented by Rodcrigo afllftcd them. • 
aad Jozc, two Jew phyficians at the court 


Anxious 
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• Anxious to carry the jjeaceful banners of Chriftianity 
ftill farther, he difpatched Bartholomew Dias on that ex¬ 
pedition in which he made the firft difcovery of the Cape 
of Good Hope ; a difcovery w^hich infpired him with the 
livelieft hopes of difplaying his enfigns on the banks of 
the Ganges. 

The better to fucceed in his deigns, he difpatched 
Pedro Covillam and Alonfo de Payva over-land into India, 
for fuch information as they could obtain of the ftate of 
that country; hoping thereby to facilitate his in,tended 
expedition to the Eaft. Having travelled together as far 
as Toro in Arabia, they parted, and took different routs. 
Covillam^ after vifiting Cananor, Calicut, .Goa, Sofala, 
Mozambique, Quiloa, Mombara, Melinda, &c. returned 
to Grand Cairo, where he heard of the death of his com¬ 
panion. Shortly after their departure from Lilbon, the 
King difpatched a Jew, named Rabbi Abraham^ a native 
of Baja in Portugal, upon the fame errand; he met at 
Cairo with Covillam^ who fent him home with every in¬ 
telligence that he had acquired in thofe countries, and he 
himl'elf proceeded to Abyffmia for further .information, 
but unfortunately was nevpr heard of more. 

The flattering accounts the King received froip the Jew, 
ftimulatcd his natural propenfitics to difeoveries j but, 
alas! he was obliged to fufpend his meritorious projedts 

‘ for 
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for his perfonal fafety and the quiet of the kingdom. 
The Duke of Viieu, at the head of a difeontented party, 
confpired againft his life. His Majefty having elcaped the 
hand of the ailailin three dilFerent times, fent for the 
Duke and walked with him in a garden, where he con- 
verfed with him on the relative duty of the King and the 
fubjed, and at the end put this emphatic queftion to him, 
“ What wouldft tljou do unto the man who attempted to 
“ take away thy life?” To which the Duke anfwered, 
“ I would take bis firft, if I could.” “ Then verily,” /aid, 
the King, “ as Nathan faid to David, Thou art the man!” 
and immediately plunged a dagger into his breaft. 

This was the Prince to^ whom Pope Alexander the 
Sixth, out of the plenitude of his generoiity, prefented 
one half of the globe, to put an end to the difpute be¬ 
tween the Crowns of Portugal and Cajftile, relative to the 
fovereignty of the Ocean. Here was the manner his Holi- 
nefs adjufted the bulinefs: he meafured one hundred 
leagues to the Weftward of the Cape Verd Iflands, from 
which point he ordered a line to be drawn from pole to 
pole: then taking his fpiritual fe<Stor, he divided tjiis 
round O irito two parts, and gave the Eaftern hemifphere, 
with all its lands and feas, to'the King of Portugal; the 
other he prefented to the King of»Caftile ; ^ interdiding, at 
the feme time, all but the fubje£ts of the two Crowns to 
vifit thofe parts, under pain of excodununication. But 
King John, not Jatis/ied with his (hare of the orb, infifted 

L * that 
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,that his. rival was entitled, not to a hemifphere, but to a 
fegment. The Minifters. of the two contending Powers at 
length met, and decided the bufinefs, by extending the 
line of feparation two hundred and feventy leagues farther 
to the Weft, than his Holinefs had appointed. 


Leiria* 

« ' 

One of the moft ancient cities in Portugal, is fituated 
on the banks of the river , in the midft of a fertile 
country, finely divcrfified with hill and dale. The foil 
is fo productive, that with little labour it yields abun¬ 
dance of corn, grapes, and olives ; yet with all thefe ad¬ 
vantages, both the plough and the loom are negleCted; no 
wonder then that an air of fadnefs and defolation is vifible 
in eveiy ftreet. 

j 

The remains of a palace *, formerly the refidence of 
King Diniz, furnained the Hufbandman, ftill makes a 
confpicuous figure, on the brow of a precipice contiguous 
to the town. It is impoflible to furvey thofe veftiges, 


A great part of that palace is ^bought Ijearing a figure of a bull on tlie re* 

to have been built of the fragments of an verfe, finely executed. The name perhaps 

ancient ^ity called Callipo, which Hif- ihould be written CuiHopc* Aa»it was a 
tory (hews to have onc» fiourifhed near Roman city; it might have been fo called 

this place. I faw a gold coin that was after the mother of Orpheus^ and Mufe of 

lately found there among the Tubbi{h> Epic Foefy. 
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without emotionfi of honour and veneration for the me¬ 
mory of a Monarch who ftudicd the intereft of his country 
and of the human race, by his having wifely converted 
the fpcar into the plough-fhara. 

I 

ft 

When King Diniz had fecured the ^ tranquillity of his 
dominions, he turned his attention* towards the cultivation 
of the foil: his towards the accomplifliment of 

this great objed was to reftrain the feudal lyftem, under 
which the wretched peafafttry had long groaned ; and the, 
better to promote his favourite purfuit, he erected farm- 
houles in every part of tjie kfngdom, which he vifited in 
rotation, and diftributed gratuitoufly all kinds of imple¬ 
ments of agriculture among the hulbandmen, whom he 
confidered as the pillars or the ftate, and the peaceful 
companions of Nature. 

Portugal, which now-a-days docs not annually pro¬ 
duce ient corn far three months home confumption, 
was confidered in his reign as* one of the firft granaries 
in Europe. This fcarcity, as fome have erronboufiy fup- 
pofed, is not to be attributed to any change in the foil, 
(for that is peiniunent, if any thing terreffrial can be 
called permanent,) but to a great change in the fentiments 
of the people. The modern Pottuguefe, contrary to the* 
maxims *of their anceftors, feek for wealth far from Lu- 
Etania, in the deep mines of the Brafils; whilft they 
forget that more fubftantial wealth may be found in 

l 2 • their 
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their native fields, and that within fix inches of the fur- 
face. King Diniz was lb well afilired of the truth of 
this, from the knowledge he had of the productions of 
the country, that he never had occafion to apply to his 
neighbours for the neceflarics or luxuries of life; it even 
fupplied him with gold and filver. .He had a magni¬ 
ficent crown and Iceptre made of gold collected on the 
fands of the Tagus. 

r But, alas! even the moft esfalted charaiCters are taxed 
by humanity with fome imperfection. He is charged, 
like our illuftrious Henry ^he ^cond, with too g/eat a 
pafiion for the fair fex. He had not, however, the lame 
apology for departing from his conjugal ties as the Britilh 
hero ; for his Queen poffefleci every virtue that can adorn 
her fex. Far from vifiting the fins of the father upon the 
children, Ihe took all his illegitimate offspring (who were 
not a few) under her protection, and had them educated 
with as much care and tendemefs as her own. And thus, 
by her patient and meek ‘behaviour, we are told that Ihe 
prevailed on him to abandon that vice at a good old age. 
Tjiis pious Queen was canonized in the reign of Philip the 
Fourth of Spain. 

There is one noble inffitutioa of Don Diniz ftill extant, 
which will ever bear tellimony of his wifdom; that if, the 
celebrated Univerfiity of Coimbra, which he founded in 
the year one thouland two hundred and ninety-<one. He 
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alfo planted the foreft at Marinha, which is one of the 
moft extenhve in Europe. Portugal has, and ftill con¬ 
tinues to derive more advantage from thefe fettlements, 
than from all the vidlories of King Emanuel. Camoens, 
fenfible of the merits of la great a Prince, has paid the 
following tribute to his ihemory : 

. . Now brave Diniz reigns, whole noble fire 

Befpoke the genuine lineage of his Sire *. 

Now heavenly peace wide wav’d her olive bough. 

Each vale difplay’d the labours of the plough. 

And finil’d with joy: the rocks on every fliore * 

Refound the dafhing of the nwrehant-oar. 

\Vife laws are form’d, and conftitutions weigh’d. 

And the deep-rooted bafe of Empire laid. 

Not Ammon’s fon with larger heart bellow’d f, 

Nor fuch the grace to him ttie*Mufes ow’d. 

From Helicon the Mufes wing their way; 

Mondego’s flow’ry banks invite their ftay. 

Now Coimbra Ihines, Minerva’s proud abode; 

And fir’d with joy, Parnaflus’ bloomy God 
Beholds another dear-lov'd Athens rife, 

And fpread* her laurels in indulgent Ikies. Lujiad^ book iii. 

* King Diniz was the eldeft fon of families and nobility of Spain. A few 
Alfonfo Ute Third. He was bom at Lif- days before he returned home, a Caftilian 
bon on the pth of OAober izdi. gentleman obferved, whilft he was at din- 

f The liberality of Diniz became pro- ner, that his Majefty’s munificence ex- 
veibial. "When he was appointed as arbi- tended to every one except himfclf} upon 
tratOT to compofe the difference which Vhich Diniz defired him to take the only ^ 
fitbfifted between the Kings of Caftile and prefent he hadtdeft of what he had brought 
Arragon, he made the rooft valuable pre- with film; that was, the filver table upon 
ipBiita ever known in .bu time to the royal which be dined. 


Tlierc 
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t There is a confidcrable fair held annually in the city of 
Leiria, on the twenty-fifth of March. It was much crowd¬ 
ed with dealers, who expofed to fale various articles of 
Englifh manufacture, particularly woollen cloths of a fe- 
cond quality, and hard-ware of every kindl The prin¬ 
cipal articles furniflied by the natives were plate, jewellery, 
linen cloths, and potteVy ; the quantity of the former was 
very great, but more to be valued for the weight than the 
workmanfhip. 

In a confplcuous part of the market, two French Char- 
letans ereCted their booths ; one a doCtor, the otlier a 
dentift. The latter Hood on a table, and performed feats 
of empiricifm that aftonifhetl the gaping crowd; and in 
reality his dexterity in tooth-drawing was very remarkable, 
they feemed to fly from their rooted focket at the touch 
of his finger. He aflured me, that he expeCted to earn a 
moidore a day during the fair, though he charged the 
poor but ten reis a tooth. 

The dodor, who vended his panacea under an adjoining 
flied, had not fo many patients as his companion, nor were 
his abilities fo apparent to the vulgar, though he bore all the 
external marks of a perfon 6f deep refearch; he was fhort- 
iighted, pale, meagre,‘and wrinkled as a rib-flocking; 
yet thefe fapient indices were lofl on the multitude.* His 
long^nd fuccefiful practice, he faid, had enabled him to 
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condenle the whole pharmacopoeia into one medicine, 

which (though in faft but a hmple lalve) he applied in- 

difcriminately to all complaints, whether chronical or 
acute: and 

% 

“ With this he cur’d both poor and rich, 

** Yet was himfelf all over itch.” 

* 

A ftranger has an opportunity of oblerving the per- 
fonal ftate of the inferior clafs of this diftrid:, from the 
number of peafantry who flock annually to the fair. Their • 
appearance in general indicates more happinefs than is pro- 
mifed by the uncultivated ftale of the land. The men 
wear fhort brown jackets, and boot s of the fame colour; 
each carries a ftaff about feven^feet long, which he wields 
in combat with great dexterity. 

The women wear long clokes, of a red or pearl colour, 
fringed with ribands; their necks and wrifts are orna¬ 
mented with gold chains. 

The former (ex are remarkably low of ftature dnd feeble, 
which fome attribute to their eating too much oil: but, if 
that operated as the caulc, we fliould exped to find the 
females affeded by it in like manner: whereas it is juft 
the reverfe; for they are .ftrong, ,well-proportioned, and 
though but of a moderate fize, yet when ranged with the 
men they look like Amazons, and if rfiey poflefled their 
gallantry or warlike fpirit, they might transfer the diftaft* 

<2 • to- 
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* to their'hulbands, and lord it over them like the women of 
Metelin. 

In the Cathedral of this city I witneffed a fpedacle very 
humiliating to our nature. It was on a Sunday, during 
divine fervice, when a woman, about the age of five-and- 
twenty, pollelled of an evil fpirit, as it was fuppofed, en¬ 
tered the church. The Sacriftan conduced her before one 
of the lateral chapels, where (he ftood with her mouth 

* open, making a hideous noife, which feemed to iflue from 

the venter. The painful /cnfations her eyes and ^ coun¬ 
tenance expreffed, excited the*commiferation of all the 
congregation j but I could find none capable of giving 
any fatisfadory rcafon relpeding the caufe or nature of 
her diftemper. .. 

May 28 th. The feafon now arrived in which the 
people arc entertained with bull-feafts. After an abfence 
of fome weeks I returned to Leiria to fee the diverfion, 
and was, furprifed to find the effedt it had on the inhabit¬ 
ants, particularly the lower clafs, who, with every de- 
hionftration of joy, teftified their attachment for that 
favourite amufcment. The combat was exhibited in a 

f 

* quadrangular area, or fquare, formed by the houfes in the 

middle of the city, ^“'he fpedators were accommodated 
with* feats gratuitoufly in the balconies of thefe*houfcs, 
whence they had a complete view of what was pafling in 
the arena. • • 


About 
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About three o’clock the diverfion began, when one of 
the bulls rufhed into the arena, fmarting with the wounds 
he had received in the ftable, which were juft (prinkled with 
pickle. 1 he combatants’werfi about ftxteen in number, 
each holding a fpear or dagger in the right hand, and a 
cloak of red iilk t)n the left arm. The enraged animal 
now ran at one of them, who, notwithftanding the danger, 
ftood firm and undaunted till the bull dropped his horns 
to gore him, then he moved on his left foot from behind 
. the cloak, and plunged a dagger into his neck. 

^ • 

The greater part of the exhibition was but a repetition of 
filch attacks ; as here they have none but pedeftrian per¬ 
formers, of whom there were two who excelled the reft 
in courage, execution, and a<ftivity ; one was a Spaniard, 
the other an African. Each of them, in more than one 
inftance, difpatched a bull at the firft onfet, by aiming 
his dagger in a tender part between the horns, in conlc- 
quence of which the animal inftantly dropped, and was 
not feen afterwards to betray the leaft fymptonjs of life. 

The moft hazardous part was executed by a perfon who, 
unarmed, attacked one of thefc bulls. He threw himfclf 
between the two horns, and grafped the animal about the» 
neck; in this pofture he *was carried about the arena,’ till 
difen]^ged by the united afliftance of all the combatants, 
who overthrew the bull, which, in this inftance, agreeably 
to the rules of the feaft, became thejr property. 

M When 
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« When they found a bull that was ftronger and wilder 
than the reft, they protnided his exiftence longer than 
ufuaJ, amidft the moft excruciating tortures that ingenious 
cruelty could devife. The' body was pierced in various 
parts, and a number of broken fpears ftuck into the flefii. 
Whilft the poor animal was thus bleeding at every pore, 
feveral tubes, filled with fquibs and rockets, were faftened 
to darts and plunged into the body. . As foon as thefe 
were fet on fire he ftood in the midft of the arena, tearing 
up the ground and bellowing, whilft clouds of fmoke . 
(which he inhaled in breathing) iftucd from his mouth 
and noftrils. 

Though there are many enlightened people in Portugal 
who do not approve of thefe barbarous entertainments,, 
yet the common people are fo attached to them, that it 
would be very difficult to abolifh them immediately. By 
degrees, however, they might be put an end to, and feme 
manly, generous diverfiion introduced in their.ftead : civili¬ 
zation, it giuft allowed, would lofe nothing by the ex- 
• change, and humanity would rejoice at it. 

ii 

We (hall conclude this fubje<ft with a ftiort extrad from 
•a letter of Mr. Upton’s, refpeding Spenfer’s Fairie ^eene, 

“ In the tenth book of Heliodorus you will find that 

Theagenes both tamed and rode on the back of a*wild 
“ bull. We have'at Oxford now, a very valuable monu- 
“ ment of this ftrange kind of fport.—This was a fport 

“ to 
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to inure the youths to warlike exercifes, ufual at Thef- 
“ laly, and by Caelar brought to Rome. But as Dr. Pri- 
** deaux has already treated of this ftibje£t in his Dif- 
“ fertation upon the Arpndel Marbles, I {hall only add, 
“ that the modern bull-feafts in Spain feem plainly to be 
“ derived from this flrange exercife and fport *, firft be- 
“ gun by the Centaurs, who, from their hunting and 
“ driving away tlje herds of their neighbours, had their 
“ original names; then a public paftime among the 
“ ThefTalians, afterwards among the Romans, andatlaft 

“ ending in Spanilh bull-fcaft.’* 


Marinha Grande* 

Here I fpent the month of May, at the hafpitablc feat 
of William Stephens Efquirc, the proprietor of an ex- 
tenfive glafs manufadlory, which he eftablilhed at this 
place about thirty years ago. The kingdom-and its co¬ 
lonies are fupplied from hence with every article of glafs- 
ware, bottles excepted. It is the only factey of the kind 
in Portugal; and the glafs imported is very trifling, as the^ 
duty laid on it amounts, almoft .to a prohibition. .The 
sreaCcfPinconvenicnce attending this fabrick, is its diftancc 
from Lifbon, which is about nineteen leagues. The ware 
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is fent thither by carriers, who occupy three days in the 
journey: but this inconvenience is compenfated by the 
local advantages Marinha Grande poflefles in wood, fand, 
and kelp. 

There is a noble foreft of pine-trees computed at thirty 
miles in circumference, lat a ihort diftance from this place. 
This foreft was planted by the good King Diniz, for the be¬ 
nefit of pofterity, and has fmce remained the property of the 
qrown. Previous to the difcovefy of America, the Portu- 
guefe drew all their ftiip-timber from hence; at prefent 
there is very little ufe made of i/:, except what Mr. Ste¬ 
phens ufes in his glafs-houfe, who has the privilege of 
felling the decayed trees. 

The land about Marinha Grande is very unprodudlive; 
the greater part of it is a wafte of marfli or fand. Mr. 
Stephens has reclaimed about thirty acres, which were 
covered with fand j and he aflures me, that it now yields 
feven or eight abundant crops of lucern every year, though 
for ages paft it did not yield a blade of grafs. 


The 
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The following Paper, for which I am indebted to the 

gentleman above mentioned, may, perhaps, be ufeful to 

thofe who are interefted in, the culture of Bees: 

% 

An Account of the^ Manner of treating Bees in Portugal 

“To form a colony of Bees, a fpot of ground is chofen 
for the hives, expofed towards the South or South Eaft, 
well iheltered from the Northern blafts, and furrounded 
• with fhrubs and flowers; of the latter, the beft is rofe-* 
mary. The richer the neighbouring grounds are, the 
better; for Bees are faid to range for food to the diftance 
of a league from their homes. The fituation being chofen, 
lanes muft be cut through tkclhrubby thickets of five or 
fix feet wide. The fences between the lanes fhoiild be 
about the fame dimenfions, and formed at intervals into 
fmall recefles, like bowers or niches, to receive the iiivcs. 

“ The figure of the hives ufed here in general are cylin¬ 
drical ; in height about twenty-feven inches by fourteen 
diameter. They are formed of the rind of the cork-tree, 
and covered with a pan of earthen-ware inverted, the edge 
of which projeds over the hive like a cornice. The whole 
is faftened with pegs made of fome hard and durable, 
wood, and the joints flopped with peat. In the front of 
the cylinder, at the height of about ei^ht inches, .there is 

a fmall aperture where the Bees enter. The infide is 

• 'i divided 
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, divided into three equal divifions, which are feparated by 
crofs flicks; here the Bees form their combs or cells. 

“ When the Bees fwarm, which is ufually in the month 
of May or June, the hives are placed to receive them 
where they alight. If they defeend ®n a tree, they are 
lhaken off: the' perfoh who performs this operation mufl 
not be afraid of them, as they do not commonly fling 
unlefs they are irritated; it will be fafer, however, to 

• cover the head with a wire-maik, and the hands with . 

% 

gloves. 

“ Some Bees are fo wild, that they fly away in attempt¬ 
ing to colled them, but they may be caught again in this 
manner: a flieet is placed by night on the ground contigu¬ 
ous to the fwatm, and when they alight, the hive is placed 
over them, with the entrance flopped, then the whole is 
covered with a fheet, in which they are carried home. 
But they fliould not be* placed near the hive whence they 
had originally departed. 

•“ When the time arrives for taking out the honey¬ 
combs, which is generally in the month of June, when 
. the flowers begin to decay, it fliould be done in the heat 
of the day, as the greater part of the bees arc then abroad, 
but not during a high wind, or at the commenefcment 
of a new or full ‘moon. The hiver mufl have his face 

e and 
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and hands defended, as above mentioned, and accompa-, 
nied by a perfon holding a chafing-difh, with a coal-fire, 
covered with moift peat, to make the greater Imoke: this 
fmoke being infufed among the Bees from the top of the 
cylinder, they fly away, qr remain intoxicated at the bot¬ 
tom, then the hive*is taken to pieces, by drawing out the 
pins. The combs are cut out without deftroying the Bees, 
except two cells, which are left around the hive; and left 
the Bees Ihould feed on what remains, the incifion is co- 
• vered with pulverized clay; after this the hive is put to- • 
gethg: as before. 

“ The combs fhould not be taken out bur when they 
are full of honey; it is rayely good the firft year the 
Bees aflemble. In the months of March and Auguft the 
wax is taken out, which is lodged in the firft divifion of 
the hive, after which the Bees form other combs, and ge¬ 
nerate a young colony. 

% 

“ The hiver fhould often vifit the ground, and repair 
any accidents that have happened. If fnakes frequent the 
place, they fhould not be killed, fince they do not moleft 
the Bees, but deftroy the toads and lizards, which are 
obnoxious to them. , 


“ When the hives are decayed, they are taken afundcr 
and fumigated; then the Bees forfake their habitations, and 
take fhelter in aft adjoining hive, previoufly prepared for 
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, that putpofe. This fhould be performed in the Spring, 
when the flowers begin to open and aflbrd tliem fuccour. 
The fame method may be ufed in taking out the honey ; 
but if repeatedly pra^fedj it will extinguifli the colony. 

“ As the Bees, in returning from their excurflons, are 
loaded and fatigued, ‘there fliould be nothing near the 
hives to obftrudt their defeent, which,is not in a perpen¬ 
dicular courfe, but in an oblique one.” 


Royal Monajlery of Akobaqa^ 

# 

The Royal Monaftery of Alcoba9a is leated in a pretty 
village of the fame name, about fifteen leagues North of 
Liibon ; it is well fheltered, particularly towards the Wefl, 
by rifing grounds, which gradually alcend to an immenfe 
ele/ation. Every part *qf the neighbouring country is 
well cultivated, and produces corn and fruit of various 
kinds. 

4 

In examining the origin of the religious ftruftures of the 
, twelfth century, we find the greater part of them have 
been founded in grateful remfembrance of fome divine 
favour, in battle, or clfe with a view to expiate the Tins of 
the founder; fo that they may not be improperly called 
the temples of gratitude and repentance. This magni¬ 
ficent 
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ficent ftrudture is indebted for its origin to the former, 
caufe. It was founded in the year one thoufand one hun¬ 
dred and feventy, by Alphonfo the firft King of Portugal, 
in confequence of taking, the*fortrefs of Santerem from 
the Moors, the capture of which he previoully vowed to 
commemorate by a. Monaftery. 

» 

Faria relates, that St. Barnard (who at this time refided 
in Claravallis in France) being infpired with the King’s 
pious determination, fent’two Monks to begin the Mo-» 
nailery on the very day the vow was made. It is further 
obfeFved, that the ilte originally intended for it, is not 
that on which it is built; as the lines were laid out to dig 
the foundation clofe to the road, an Angel came in the 
night and carried them feveral feet back, to a more eligible 
iituation. This remarkable circumilance is repreiented in 
a large painting, to be feen at this day in the gallery of 
tlie Holpitium. 

The fame Angel would have done a laudable adion, 
by extending a limilar ad of kindnefs to the parith church, 
which is raifed oppolite to the Monaftery, in the centre of 
the high-road j a iituation better adapted for a triumphal 
arch than a houfc of worihip.* 

, . * 

Mij^cles of this fort, though rarely known in our days, 
were not, it'ftems, uncommon in former times. We are 
aiTurcd by very ^rave Writers, that when Conftantine the 

N • Great 
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€ Great intended to transfer the feat of empire to the Eaft, 
he pitched on Chalcedon for the fite of his Capital j as the 
workmen began to lay the foundation of it, certain eagles, 
the ancient mefiengers of' Jove, carried away the lines, 
and let them fall over Bizantium; upon which the Em¬ 
peror altered his refolution, and built his city where it 
now ftands. 

It is much to be regretted, that thefe guardians of ar- 
•chitedlure do not pay a vifit‘to London; very few of 
the citizens would be forry to hear that St. Clement’s 
church in the Strand was numbered among the above 
miracles. 


But to return to our fubjeft: This Monaftery might be 
faid to commemorate three remarkable events; viz. the 
origin of the Portuguefe Monarchy, the commencement of 
the Bernardine order of Monks, and the introduction of a 
new fpecies of architecture into that kingdpra, which our 
antiquaries call Modern Norman Gothic. The Church is 
entirely built in this ftyle, except the Weft front, which 
is. more modern than the reft, and exhibits a fclediion of 
the defects of the Tufean and Gothic ftyles. 


On entering the Church at the Weft front, one is ftruck 
with the grandeur of that general effeCt peculiar •to the 
inftde of Gothic*Churches, but very few poffeft that 
property to a higher degree than this. T^he profpeCt at the 



Eaft 


I 
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Eaft end is terminated by a magnificent Glory, placed oven 
the altar, at the diftance of three hundred feet from the"en¬ 
trance ; but the apparent diftancc is confiderably more, on 
account of the narrownefs of tht nave, and the regular fuc- 
ceflion of the pillars, which arc twenty-fix in number; that 
is, thirteen at each fide. The longitudinal diftance from 
the centre of one pillar to that of the other is but feventeen 
feet three inches: according to the rules obferved in the beft 
proportioned Gothic edifices, this diftance is too little by 
. one-third. The proportion of the pillars is likewife de-* 

fedfive; their dimenfions being greater than the impulfe 
of the vaults require. Indeed, the archited appears not 
to have been acquainted with the lex minimum in con- 
ftrudlion, which experience Of fcience taught his fucceflbrs 
in this art. On the whole, there is very little difference 
between the architedlure of this ftrudture and that called 
Ancient Norman, or Saxon, except that the arches, in- 
ftead of being feniicircular, as in the latter, are pointed ; 
ill other refpedls we oblerve die defective proportions and 
rude fculpture of the Saxon churches in every part: the 
capitals, in particular, are almoft plain blocks; the bafes 
of the pillars have but few mouldjngs ; the ribs of tire 
vaults and architraves of the windows want that depth 
and fliarpncfs which produce a?i air of lightnefs. 

. t ’ 

Thc*Eafl;. end, or choir, is of a feniicircular form,> after 
the manner of the ancient Churches, or Ba’fililks, and which 
the Abbe Fleury fup|x)fes to have been made in that man- 

r N 2 ’ ner 
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•ner by the Chriftians, to imitate that part of the Jewifh 
Temples where the Sanhedrim aflembicd. 

The Gothic work which formerly decorated the choir, 
is now concealed by Grecian columns, with their ap¬ 
pendages. This alteration was made about eighteen years 
ago by an Englifli fculptor, named William Elfden, at the 
requeft of the Friars. Nothing can »be more difgufting 
to every admirer of antiquity, or indeed any man of the 
* leaft tafte, than this jumble of Grecian work, patched up • 
in the moft ftriking part qf a ftrudlure, executed iq the 
fimple Gothic manner. 

As the Church of Alcoba 9 a is one of the earlieft fpe- 
cimens of the modern Norman Gothic in Europe, and per¬ 
haps the moft magnificent of the early period in which 
it was founded, we fiiould be glad, were it not foreign to 
our fubje^, to give a more particular account of its archi- 
tefture, and to illuftrate the lame by engravings. We 
(hould then be enabled to make it appear, that the con- 
jeftures refpefting the origin of the Gothic ftyle are not 
i^ranted from this edifice, as we find nothing in it that 
has the moft diftant refemblance to bowers or groves, to 
Moorifti or Saracenic architedure, whence the pointed 
arch is fuppofed to be"derived.* 

The Weft front of the Monaftery, including the church, 
which is in the centre, extends fix hundred and twenty 
t 5 ' ftet, 
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feet, the depth is about feven hundred and fifty feet. 
The inclofed ipace is occupied by dormitories, galleries, 
cloifters, &c. A Portuguele Writer, in fpeaking of the 
'.magnificence of this Monaftery, obferves, that its cloif¬ 
ters are cities, its facrifty 'a church, and the church a 
bafiliik. 

9 

The better to ponvey an idea of it, we lhall give the 
dimenfions of fome of the apartments. The kitchen, for 
example, is near an huhdred feet long, by twenty-two 
broad, and fixty-three feet high from the floor to the 
intrados of the vault. .The*fire-place is twenty-eight feet 
long by eleven broad,, and is placed, not in the wall, but in 
the centre of the floor; fo tlmt there is accefs to it at every 
fide. The chimney forms a pyramid refting upon eight 
columns of call iron. A fubterranean ftream of water 
pafles through the centre of the floor, which is occa- 
fionally made to overflow the pavement, in order to 
cleanie it. . 

» 

Notwithllanding the magnitude of this apartment, there 
is not an inch of it unoccupied from morning till night; 
for all the induftry of the Convent is concentred in it; 
the operations are carried on under the infpediion of one 
of the lay-brothers. • * 

The rcfSapfy is ninety-two feet iong by fixty-eight 

two 

fcriea 


broad j the br^dth is divided into three porticos by 
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fcries of ftone columns. The tables are placed next the 
two fide and end walls; at the extreme end, where the 
Prior takes his feat, are two large pidures j the one repre¬ 
fen ting the Laft Supper, tJie o.ther Chrift and the two' 
Difciplcs at Emmaus. 

We fhould not omit to notice the cellar, as it is one of 
the moft valuable apartments belonging,to the Monaftery; 
there are forty large calks in it, which are fuppofed to 
<;ontain near feven hundred pipes of wine. 

It is very remarkable, that thele people, avowedly 
afiembled for the purpofe of ftudying as well as praying, 
have not a library in their convent, unlefs that deferves 
the name of one which is not larger than a clofet, and 
fcarcely contains as many books as tliere are pipes of wine 
in the cellar. 

The North Weft wing of the Monaftery is fet apart for 
the reception of ftrangers-, hence it is called the Hofpitium^ 
the whole extent, which is two hundred and thirty feet, is 
diftributed into ftately and convenient apartments. In 
the anti-rooms are fome good pidures, particularly one of 
the Judgment of Solomon, ifnd feveral portraits of Popes 
and Cardinals, very well‘executed, by a Portuguefe artift 
named Vafques ; among the latter we find t^ portrait of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury. f 


The 
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The rooms of ftatc are furniflied with the portraits o6 
the Sovereigns of Portugal, from the commencement of 
the Monarchy to the prelent r they have been lately painted 
by an artift named Antino* Atmrel. I am forry that truth 
will not allow me to fay that they are well done; the 
painter appears to have been an utter llranger to light and 
(hade, and had but a very imperfedt idea of drawing. 
There is one portrait here, painted by a Portuguefe lady 
named "Jofepha^ that is worth the whole collcdtion. 

^The above feries of portraits are ranged in the follow- 
in^chronological lliccellion: * 


1. Alfonso I. the 

founder of 

13. John II. 

obit anno 

149;. 

this Monaftcry, 

and the firft 

^14.. Emanuel I. 

m « 

1521. 

King of Portugal, 

vixii anno 77, 

15. John III. 

- 

1557- 

oil ! anno i liic. 

16, Sebastian I. 

- 

1578. 

2. Sancho I. 

- 1211. 

17. Henry I. 

- 

1580. 

3. Alfhonso II. - 

- 1323. 

18. Philip II. of Caftik, 

1598. 

4. Sancho II. 

- 1248. 

19. Philip III. 

m 

1621. 

5. Alfonso III. - 

1279. 

20. Philip IV\ 

- 

1665. 

6. Dfniz I. -• 

1325. 

21. John IV. 

- 

1656. 

7. Alfonso IV. - 

- 1357 - 

22. ’Alfonso VI. 

- 

1683. 

S. Peter I. 

1367. 

23. Peter II. 

»*• 

1706. 

9. Ferdinand I. • 

■ - 13 - 3 ' 

24. John V. 

- 

1750. 

10. John I. 

1433 - 

25. Joseph I. 

- ■ 

i 7 > 7 - 

II. Edward I. 

- 1438. 

26. Queen Maria I. 

born t7th 


12. Alfonso V. - 

- 1481. 

December 

- 

1734. 


In the apartment called the Hall of Kings, are feveral 
StatuercJfnieJSayereigns of Portugal, made of Plafter of 
Paris, fome place! in niches, and others {landing on corbels 

» at 
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at the height of eight or nine feet. The name of the artift 
I do not remember; nor perhaps will it ever be found 
regillered in the catalogue of the imitators of nature. 

c 

The third day after my arrival here, I was conduced 
by two of the Fathers up feveral flights of flairs to the 
Novices apartment; on entering the gallery I found about 
a fcore of them, between the age of fourteen and eighteen, 
drawn up in-a line, like a fquadron of foldiers; they flood 
^n a reclined pofture, with their* eyes fixed on the ground, . 
whilft their Superior, called^ the Padre Mefire^ flood gp- 
pofite to them, with a book in his hand. I was not a 
little furprifed to find that the prefence of a flranger did 
not induce any of them to r^jfe his head. 

The Novices chapel contains one of the finefl colle<aion 
of pidures in the kingdom. I had only time to exa¬ 
mine a few of them attentively (without trefpafling 
too much on the patience of the Fathers); ^ne was a fmall 
figure of a Madona, fuppofed to be painted by Titian : 
it is certainly in his manner; the colouring is exqui- 
fite, and though thinly laid on, the effeA is grand and 
forcible, from the artful manner in which the difierent 
. tints are contrafled. Strangers, I underfland, arc but 
feldom allowed to vifit the Novices apartments, other- 
wife 1 would have taken sl catalogue of t bivTOluable 
colkdion. * / 


From 
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' In order tHt xhc Fathfw ^ight wan* fcr nothing 
i»ntribwt*f %o convcnielBc* w happincfc of the roof 
nai(I^Jife; thegf m wottwnodajted with a kige gsxdan 
t|t* rear 4 # *«jhick w planted with trees and 

Omihs, pWhot walks. Here they 

cwy Abintwrvak there are 

in the tk^m an^ Iwpi^ with benches, 

to ftwiy 

Of rfwj cflutPft gwd^ i® fine ovsl 

lai^, w in ^ ^, .*''' 

Thete are yarions cypfjeft ^ ^ ferthcijend of the 
gaiideii, the kaye* of whlfh^te formed, by the 

. iJheati iofto %e«^ of 

i|i0ollBgl, and(<^hefiii(<>p!miyi0(g I foltWI Iwh^ and( 

otha^ trilik ^hon^ 

hitheetkW ekIWamwg hfaw^as thp arts^ 

the nfea^ tOfNjim pc^rhaps,; <rf ahy oii^r 
for, thefo Sylw figures aWP>««%» gtP^i and: are daUy fed, 

. with tha produce of the They hai^, thw Winter 
and. Summer, Spring apd Autumn, their cxiftcnce and 

diffofotion* like other apimat^) hqings. 

4 
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, In tlte laiMrct of tlie'llailftftety &i pfoTermf, ftftiotig 
’ iteveral other (acred uten(ib> a gold chalice of exquifite 
workmanihip, which has,excited the curiohty of (bme 
learned,and ineck, It;l« ifrudded with maajr.prc- 

eioot (bcuSi of oolourii and omamenited ynrith feveral 
groiipl of ligtnea in dmi reprefentuig the 

The Fathers can gire no fatisfaidoiy accouat of it, 
vneither do thnr xecotds mention at 'what time it was 
made, nor hf whom it was pmrented; ncQOfding to ioip^l 

it was h^wed faj ICing Bmanuel, .others (fippo& it was 
purchafed with the jewels of Pona Ignez de Cafiro, who 
is entered here; whilA; othe^^conje£iure that it was bought 
with the treafure^ diamonds and rings, which Ahbnfo 
the Firll hin|iieathed to the MonaAeiy at his death. 
' Wlikwt prelWlqg to decide which of thefe opinions is 
right) I > ibal! yihr die (Mlowhlg memorandums for the 

<x)iDfioetw^^ Sm ctinoiis* 

1 • 

On tfaewaip, or upper part of the chahce, are twenty- 
rem..«lthoU kttm, dsMmted around the circumfer¬ 
ence in 


NE*m 
, VIRH! 
ASBM 
MIOLK 
HOAM 
VEDIK, 
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The foot of the chalice is about nine* inches diameter^« 
and contains an hundred and ten letters, which are diftri- 
buted into twelve divifions about its drcwnference, in the 
fallowing ocdbr •; 

MDSXm 

QVEKIP: THSFaE 
MU>NB 

RGATOI, VEETHBE 
XIDKMT 
RVSNEB. ILCAL 
MFOKV 

IHPTXV. ESTDMIM, 

ATVFOL 

RHVEBSI. NOPAt.X 
CVIHGI 

RMLOII. NTKVJll** 


The Rev. Dr. Bluteau, in a work coniifiing of various 
academical pieces, intitkd Frsfas Fdftuguessasy has given 
a long diflertation. on thde letters, whelvin he attempts, 
though evident]^ in vain, to alceitain their meaning. As 
he was looked upon as an Author of no inconfidtiable 
merit in his time, perhaps his manner of treating the 
fubjed: in queftion might apolqgiae for die length of the 
following extradsy which, we have endeaVdUred to tracnBaie' 
as literally as poilible: * 

Uponony xnquinng of tihie Fathers,, if they knew 
thefe letters, they, aqfweifed in the ne- 


the iign 



* As the letters on tft neck of the 
chalice are pjlaced in a hexfgon, and thofe 
on the ^oovin a duodcca, 




liberty to begin at any fide of the ptOf- 
gons} thefe h»f« been copied from left to 
we are at right.* 

gatii^e. 
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►'gative*' 

'.cxplaiti' "tifi^iiii'■'"'"■^fais;-'fi!Mi^0*':'fl(i)K'''■v®{^.-''"ct>py' 

Jjik aecyphcr 

them, a leHutt hours ia 

cxamu#|h«sih ' "'" ... 

• , I ,>'»»' ' I ‘, ' 

' on the one hand, t^gured td^miyfelf that all 

MSctallic Htcra^re jtnight be & ^ett arti^, to attrad 
& curiofity df thc in^nlotis; ^on the other, it appeared to 

*ine inj^i^ W fupi><>h^, that foch h^ 

fl^ Occupy Jfo httuch gold to no purpofe. 
Biit everjr time I cbhfultcd the ouifoUs about the inter¬ 
pretation of them, we bcc^ idorc entangled than the 
Afg<mattt in the Golden Fleeoe, whichi according to fome, 
was Kkcvnfc^m P”"* 

’ ■'■ iii.‘ -m- : w# l__ _ 


i t 


> I, 


; « wliichfignifies 

i* dbrived if/IM, which means//a/wrrr^/, 
or taughu ^ hefe two ctyipolt^w^ ^ verified by the ap¬ 
plication of the word edbsUo^ for in ancient times cohalla 
Waa the fcicncc of inftrdat^^itlLOut bo^ 
mid iiiliis commuhi 
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“ Between the Caballa of the modern and ancient He-^ 
brews there is a, wide difference: that of the latter was 
a noble myilerious dodrine, promulged by Mofes. In 
confirmation of this, Celio Ri)odiginio fays, that Moles 
received two laws on the Mount; one literal, which he 
wrote by order of God, and prefented to the eyes of the 
people ; the other fpiritual, which he revealed to feventy 
of the Elders. And we know that thele people had fuc- 
ceflively, from one to the other, transferred the myfteries 
. of their fublime doftrine ; whence they called it Mercava^* 
th^t is to fay, the fcience of transferring. It had for its 
objed all things appertaining to intelledual matters. 


“ By means of this fecret;, c/)mmunication the fons were 
made heirs of their fathers’ ineflimable treafures of divine 
fcience, and not only the Hebrews, but alfo the Chal¬ 
deans, Pythagoreans, and Druids, (ancient Philofophers 
of Gallia,) for the fpace of many centuries, were ini¬ 
tiated in an oocult manner into all fpiritual matters, with¬ 
out books or writings. By the Greeks it was called Agra- 
fha, now it is known by the original name Caballa. But 
as time perverts all things, the Hebrew Dodors infenfibly 
loft light of this-occult fcience, and by ill-placed curiofity, 
their Theologifts degenerated into Hcrcfiarchs, their Af- 
tronomers into Judicial Aftrclogds, their Logicians’int.) 
Sophift»- xlicir , ^ :itural Philofophers info Alchymifts, Ac. 
and thus the i]Y<-'i.ilative purfuits of tfie Hchrev/ Crehns 


n 
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• dwindlecJ* into what they call Allegories j hence the name 
Allegorical Caballifts, or Allegorift*. 

“ Thefe Caballifts taught tlieir followers, that the al¬ 
legorical fenfe of writings is much fuperior to the literal, 
in as much as the latter is praftical, whereas the other is 
fpeculative ; the pradical being embarrafled with circuin- 
flances of place and time, whereas the fpeculative exalts 
the ibul to the knowledge of temporal, celeftial, and 

• eternal objedts, which are the* images of the Divine im-^ 

mutability. ^ 

“ Finally, Allegorifts afcertain Caballas by the obferva- 
tion of letters, in which, aftey a great deal of labour, they 
fcarce produce any thing worthy of notice. 


“ The laft Caballa is divided into Gametria^ Notaricei, 
and Themura. The firft alcertaining the words by the 
tranfpofltion of the letters; the iecond. fuppofes each 
letter to ftand for a word,* or explains one word by ano¬ 
ther which contains an equal number of letters. And the 
Cflbella Tbemura^ which is likewife called Ziruph^ con- 
fifts in interchanging the letters, and then fuppoling each 
, of them to be equivalent to certain other letters. 


“ The two latter will not anfwer my p urpofeJ fccaufc of 
the number of letters of the chalice, an/bccaufe they arc 

8 only 
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only ufed where there are but few letters, as may bq in-* 
ferred from the following inftances: 

“ In the fecond verfe. of the third Pfalm, where wc 
read Multi infurgunt adverfum me, the Caballa Nota- 
rica decyphers the word Multi, and fhews that in the 
Hebrew language it is written with R, B, I, M; which 
charadlers, after much fpeculative inquiry, are fuppofed 
to be the initials of the names of the Romans, Baby¬ 
lonians, loniansy and Medes. In a few letters this Ca-* 
balk might be applied; the Romans made ufe of it in 
their epitaphs and other inferiptions, as we find by the 
letters S, P, R, which mean Senatus Populufque 
Romanus, 

• • 

“ This Caballa has given rife to fome curious conjec¬ 
tures on the four letters of the name ADAM, which 
are interpreted to be the initials of the four quarters of 
the world j visa. Anatoli, which in the Greek fignifies 
the Eaft, Dyfis the Weft, ArSlos means the North, 
and Mefemhria the South, or Mid-day. Thus, with a 
myfterious brevity, the name of the firft l^onarch is. a 
cabaliftical indication of the four parts of his empire. 

“ The Caballa Notarica draws fignifications from letters 
accordk^^to the meaning they have in other alphabets, 
particularly inllLfe where every letter is an entire word j 
as in the Hebrew! alphabet Alepb, Beth, Daktb, Ghtmel, 

• p 2 * ^c. 
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•^c. and in the Greek Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta', and 
in many other idioms we may form lines with two or three 
letters of their alphabet, as in the Chaldean, for example, 
the letter A is called Elphal in the Syrian, Olaph, or Alyn ; 
in the Arabick, Turkifla, and Perfian, it is called AUph \ 
in the Egyptian, Athonius ; in the Ethiopian, Alph ; in 
the Arminian, Aip ; in the Sclavonian Alemoxi, and fo of 
others 1 

* “ The word Aluph, or j/^leph, '\v\i\ch. is the A of. 

the Hebrews, means Prince ; and for this reafon it was 
placed at the head of their alphabet, as the Prince of their 
letters, 

♦ I 

“ The Alpha of the Greeks, in the language of the 
Syrians, means an ox. It is rfl|ated, when Cadmus began 
to found a city in Bteotia, he chanced to meet an ox, and 
cauled the name of it (Alpha) to be placed at the head 
of the alphabet, from the great utility ©f this animal, 
which the Syrians confider as the Prince of the animals of 
• the field. 

The fecond Cab alia, called TT^emura, or Ziruph, is 
• as little to my purpole as the former. The third Cab alia, 
called Gametria by the Hebrev^s, confifts in tranfpofing 
of the* letters in fuch a manner as to produce Ji^ificant 
' words ; for example, the twenty-third cMapter of Exodus, 

^ verfe the twentieth, is written in the Vulgite Pracedetque te 

Anselm 
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jingelus meus. In the place of Angelus the Hebrew verfion^ 
lays Malachi, and by the anagrainatic tranfpofition of the 
letters of this name, the Caballifts Ihew that Malachi 
means Michael; hence they •pretend that the Angel of 
whom the Scripture fpeaks in the above place was Saint 
Michael.” 


Our Author next proceeds to Ihew the numerous inter¬ 
pretations to which the letters of the chalice are fubjed;: 

• “ When, according to b'ather MaJebranche’s Trcatife on 

Algebra, the combinations of the twenty-four letters of 
the alphabet amount to I. 3q I. 721. 658. 311. 26+. 960. 
263. 919* 898. 102. 100. 


Hence he concludes, that the languages ufcd all over 
the world muft be more numerous than is generally fup- 
pofed. “ According to Father Valconcellos the Jefuit’s 
account of the Brazils on the banks of the river Amazon, 
there are more than an hundred and fifty languages fpoken, 
and thefe, we are alTured by Father Vieira, are as different 
from one another as ours is from the Greek. 


* According tothe various com¬ 
binations of the twenty.four letters of tht? 
alphabet (without repetition) amount to 
620. 448. 733. 239. 439. 360. eoo. 

C/avius mthe jefuit has alfo calculated 
tlxefe -coinbiuationsj »2nd makes them in¬ 

‘ 4 . 


finitely fliort of the other two. Here Is 
his coniputatioij, 5. ?!52. 616. 738. 497. 
664. 000. So iuuch for the unecrtaiiir)# 
of urogrcffivc aritlimelic, when aj*plicd to 
fubjctls of this nature. 

NoU, 
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** If to thcfe we add the feveral hundred languages 
which are ufed among the different nations of the world, 
we cannot help afking with admiration, What is the pri¬ 
mary fource of fo many modes* of fpeech? Whence fo 
many flowers and figures of rhetoric ? What repofitory 
fupplied the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew idioms ? To 
what fource are the Italians indebted for their courteous 
and political exprcflions ? What Nymph or Mufe infpired 
the French with that fweetnefs of didion ? What fierce 
and fevere warrior gave the Germans their military terms 
and frightful vocality ? What Prince, what Potentate 
enthroned in Portugal and Caflile the words of a grave and 
majeftic eloquence? Finally, What materials were ufed 
by the people of China, Japan, Arabia, Turkey, Margui, 
Armenia, Malabar, Bengal, Malacca, the Negroes of 
Africa, the Inhabitants of America, and all other nations, 
to invent fignificant terms of cuftoms, negociations, com¬ 
merce, trade, tadtics, battles, arts, fciences, rites, cere¬ 
monies, religion, and iacrifices ? » • 


“ This'vaft ocean of literature is ftill further fupplied. 
by numerous other vocabularies flowing into it, like rivers 
into the fea, from proper names and family appellations, 
.from the various dialedls, and the different modes of pro- 
nourfcing the fame language in different parts of a ftate; 
as in the Greek language, the Attic, Eolic^ Corinthian, 
/and common dialedt^s: In the Italian language, the dialedts 


I 


of 



TRAVELS irl PORTUGAL. tti 

of Genoa, Bergamofa, Venice, Naples, Sicily J In the' 
French, the dialedls of Picardy, Gafcony, Normandy, 
&c.; and in the Portuguefe, the particular words peculiar 
to Beira, Minho, Alenteju, Algarve, &c. Thefe and the 
innumerable other dialedls • arifing from the letters of the 
alphabet, with thfc divers words of the mother tongues, 

make altogether an ineffable variety of fpeech.” 

» 

Our Author, after wandering far from the queftion,. 
. returns to the fubje<3:, and concludes, that the meaning* 
of the letters of the chalice ^ is this : Hk ejl calix fan- 
guinis met, novi ^ eeterni tejiamenti, qui pro vobis 
pro multis effundetur, ’Joakim Kludphik fudi, Bolduk, 

A. Dorn. Mil C. LXXXVU. * 

* Doflor Blutcau has made fomc each letter the Initial of a word. And, 

tahes in copying tlic letters of the chalice; in order to make the fenfe coincide wUh 

the following, for inflance, NOPALX, his meaning, he AibAitutes hical letters for 
which are on the foot of it, he attributes real ones, though perhaps It happened 
to the neck. An anonymous Writer has through miftake. However that was, his 

given a difTcrent interpretation of thefe interpretation of the enigma is, if poflible, 

letters in the before-mentioned work, mote improbable than that of Doaoc 
^Profas pQtttigue^as^) wlvercln he makes Blutcau. 


Among 
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Among the perfonages interred in this Monaftery there 
are but two; namely, Dnn Pedro and Dona Ignez de 
Cajiro^ of whom I could colled any thing remarkable. 
We fliall attempt to give a fketch of, the hiftory of this 
celebrated pair, and then take our leave of Alcoba^a, 


Don Pedro and Doncu Ignez de Cajlro. 

Contiguous to the tranfept of the church belonging to 
this Convent, there is a Gothic Maufoleum of hewn ftbne, 
in the midft of which are two magnificent fepulchres of 
white marble, containing the remains of Don Pedro the 
Firft, King of Portugal, and of Dona Ignez de Caftro, 
his confort. 

A cumbent effigy of each, the fize of life, is placed on 
their refpedive tombs; -by which the former is reprefented 
with a long beard, a fevere countenance, and in the ad 
of drawing his fword. The latter is reprefented with a 
beautiful innocent countenance; drefled in royal robes, 
and adorned with the diadem. 

• 0 • 

There arc but few perfonages recorded in hiftory, who 
have been oftencii celebrated by dramatic writers than this 
Princefs. There have been no lefs than five tragedies formed 

from 
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from her pitiful narrative; viz. two in Englifli, one, 
in French, one in Spanifli, and one in Portuguefe. The 
latter, perhaps, approaches the neareft to the truth of 
hiftory, and is not inferior in point of poetical merit. 
The Author, Senhor Nicgla Luis, had no occafion to 
refort to fidlion to heighten the pallions of an audience, as 
the fimple fadts are fufficicnt to All up all the fcenes of 
pity and terror, aqd to fhew to what lengths love and 
revenge are capable of tranfporting the human mind. 

The fubjedl of this tragical piece is as follows: Eton 
Pedro, fon of Alonfo the Fourth, King of Portugal, and 
heir apparent to the crown, having fallen in love with a 
lady of the court, named Dona Ignez de Caftro, thought 
he could not fliare the crown which awaited him with 
a more amiable per fon. She united to all the charms of 
beauty, the moft graceful and accomplilhed manners. The 
Prince, waving all confiderations of birth and fortune, was 
privately married to her by the Bifhop of Guarda. 

a 

Notwithftanding the nuptials were performed with all the 
fecrccy imaginable, yet they reached the King’s ear, who 
had premeditated a confort for Don Pedro in the King of 
Caftile’s daughter. He quellioned him as to the truth of 
the report \ but knowing his father’s arbitrary difpofltlon, 
he thought it prudent then to conceal the fadl. 

0 . 
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t The Nobility alfo had intimation of the marriage,, and 
the preTerence given to Ignez had awakened their jealoufy. 
Hence they took every opportunity of reprefenting her 
as a woman of the greateft ambition, and pretended that 
very fatal confequences were to be apprehended from fuch 
an alliance j they alfo condemned the Prince as a rafli and 
difobedient fon. 

The King, who was a man of weak underftanding, 
rgave ear to their calumny, and they worked upon his 
paeons to that degree, that he refolved to murder the 
unfortunate Princefs. Accordingly, he fet out to perpe¬ 
trate the horrid deed, accompanied by three of his courtiers 

and a number of armed men. 

< •> 

Dona Ignez at this time redded in Coimbra, in the 
palace of Sants. Clara, where fhe palTed her time in the 
moft private manner, educating her children, and attend¬ 
ing to the duties of her domeflic afFairs. 

The Princei unfortunately, was abroad on a hunting party 
when the King arrived. The beautiful vi<Slim came out 
to meet him, with her two infant children, who clung 
about his knees, fereaming aloud for mercy. She pro- 
* ftra^es herfelf at his feet^ bathes ,them with tears, and fup- 
plicates pity for her children, befeeching him ta banifli 
^ her to iTome remote defert, where ftie would gladly wander 
an exile with her babes. 


3 
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The feelings of Nature arrefted his arm, juft raifed to * 
plunge a dagger into her breaft. But his counfellors urging 
the neceflity of her death, and reproaching him for his 
difregard to the welfare of*the nation, he relapfed into his 
former refolution, and commanded them to difpatch 
her; at which th'ey ruflied forward, regardlefs of the 
cries of innocence and beauty, and inftantly ftruck off 
her head I 

Soon after the above tranfa£tion the* Prince arrived; * 
but, alas! found thofe eyes that were wont to watch his 
return with impatience, clofed in death. The fight of 
his beloved Ignez weltering in gore filled his mind with 
diftradion, and kindled evesy*fpark of revenge within his 
foul. In all the agony of rage, he called aloud on the 
avenging hand qf Heaven to punifh thofe monfters who 
deprived him of all he held dear upon earth. 

As foon as her remains were interred, he put himfelf 
at the head of an army, who fympathized with his diftrefs j 
they carried fire and fword through the adjacent provinces, • 
and laid wafte the eftates of the murderers. 7'hc royal 
troops could not oppole thern; they fled at the appearance 
of the gallant avengers of innocence. But the King, • 
wretched man ! could not fly from himfelf; the crie's of 
his grand-children flill echoed in his ears, and the* bleed¬ 
ing image of their unfortunate mother was conftantly be-\ 
fore his eyes. Death at length cpnimiferatcd his fituation, * 

* 0.2 ^d 
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* and he -expired full of repentance for his accumulated 
crimes. He was an undutiful fon, an unnatural brother, 
and a cruel father, 

r 

The Prince now afeended the throne, in the thirty- 
feventh year of his age. * He no fooner obtained the power, 
than he meditated to revenge the death of his beloved 
Ignez. The three murderers; namely, Pedro Coello, 
Diogo Lopez Pacheo, and Alvaro Gonfalvez, had fled into 
Caftile, previous to the death of the late King. The 
Prince ordered them to be tried on a charge of high trea- 
fon, and being found guilty, their eftates were confifeated. 
Next, he contrived to feize their perfons, by agreeing 
with the King of Caftile thaft hoth ihould reciprocally de« 
liver up the Portuguefe and Caftilian fugitives, who fought 
protediion in their refpedlive dominions. Gonfalvez and 
Coello were accordingly arrefted, and fent in chains to 
Portugal f Pacheo efcaped into France. 

I 

The King was at Santerem when the delinquents were 
brought to him ; he inftantly ordered them to be laid on 
pyre that was previoully formed, contiguous to which he 
had a banquet prepared. Before the torch was kindled, 
and^whilft they agonized at every pore under the moft 
lingering tortures, their hearts were cut out, on? at his 
^breaft, ‘the other at his back. Laftly, the pyre was fet on 
a blaze, in prefence of which he dined, whilft they eva¬ 
porated in flames. 


Having 
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Having thus far appea/ed his infatiable thirft of revenge,, 
' he ordered his marriage with Dona Ignez to be publifhed 
throughout the kingdom; then her body was taken out 
of the fepulchre, covered with regal robes, and placed 
on a magnificent throne,- around which his minifters 
aflembled, and did* homage to thejr lawful Queen. 

After this ceremqny, her corpfe was tranflated from Co¬ 
imbra to Alcoba9a, with a pomp hitherto unknown in the 
. kingdom j though the diftance between thefe two places, 
is fifty-two miles, yet the road was lined on both fides all 
the way, with people holding lighted tapers. The funeral 
was attended by all the Noblemen and Gentlemen in 
Portugal, drefled in long mourning cloaks; their Ladies 
alfo attended, drefled in white mourning veils. 


The cloud which the above difafter caft over the mind 
of Don Pedro was never totally difperled ; and as he lived 
in a ftatc of celibacy the remainder of his life, agreeably 
to his vow, there was nothing to divert his attention from 
ruminating on the fate of his beloved fpoufe. . The i?n- 
prefllon her death made on him was ftrongly charadlerifcd, 
not only in the tortures he inflidlcd on her murderers, but 
alfo in all the ads of his hdminiftratlon, which, from 
their feverity, induced fome to gjvc him the appellation 
of Pedrb the Cruel; by others he was called Pedro the 
Juft: and, upon the whole, it appears*that the lafl: title v 
moft properly appertained to him. ' 

10 It 
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, It miift be allowed, however, that he puniflied fome 
ofiFences rather feverely, particularly in cafes of adultery. 

In all tranigreffions of this nature, his laws were more 
rigid than thofe of Solon; as .will appear by the fol¬ 
lowing inftances; He ordered a man to be hanged for 
having had communication with a woman previous to 
his marriage with her. Another, detected in the ad 
of adultery, was, with his miftrefs, •committed to the 
flames. A Friar, who was difcovered to be the 'fa¬ 
ther of a boy who ftruck his nominal father, was put ♦ 
into a cafe formed of cofk, and fawed through the 
body. 

Now’^, it is furpriflng that.Don Pedro himfelf fliould 

have been guilty of fins fimilar to thofe for which he in- 

flided fuch ignominious deaths on others. Yet fuch is the 

fad: witnefs his amours with Dona Tereza Lorenza, by 

whom he had that illuftrious charader Don John, the 

founder of Batalha. (See page 50.) 

* 

Indeed, his manner of punifliing other offences was 
Icfs reprehenfible. To give an inftance; a gentleman 
having borrowed fome filves utenfils of a countryman, 
refufed, after many felicitations, to return the fame; upon 
which the lender, finding all other means ineffedual, ap¬ 
pealed to the King, who made the gentleman not only 
•Return the goods to the owner, but alfe pay him nine 

times 
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times their value, the penalty to which thieves were then* 
fubjcft ; and further, made him refponfible for the coun¬ 
tryman’s life. 

The clergy, who hitherto could not be tried for alleged 
offences but by the ccclefiaftical court, he rendered ame¬ 
nable to the common courts of juftice, and punifhed them 
with death when their crimes were capital. When folicited 
once to revife the fcntence of fuch criminals, and to refer 
• it to a higher tribunal, (meaning that of the Pope,) hd 
anfwered very calmly, “ I fli^ll moft certainly fend them 
“ to the higheft of all tribunals, that of the Omnipotent 
“ Being” 

• • 

To prevent all tedious litigations, and the baneful con- 
fequences attending them, he purged the nation of at- 
tornies, and limited the procedure of counfellors in fuch a 
manner, that a fuit was determined in a few days. And 
when the Judge was found guilty of bribery, as was the 
cafe in one inftance, he immediately ordered him to be 
hanged. In fhort, his inexorable juftice, and indefati- • 
gable zeal to check the progrefs of vice, were fuch, that 
no confederation of rank, o^; fortune, or particular privi¬ 
leges, could fert n the guilty from the fword of the law. • 
The infinite ferv ice he rendered “the country during* the 
ten years he reigned, have left a laftin^ impreflioi> on the 
minds of the Portuguefe. They have ftill a faying among\ 

them, \ 



• them, that Providence either Jhould not have fent PedrOy 
or elfe not have taken him away. 

It remains for us now to fpeak a few words refpedling 
the tragedies that have been formed from the Hiftory of 
Ignez de Cajlro. Of tlje two we have in Englifli, the one, 
named Elviroy was copied from the French of M, de la 
Motte. The other is named Inez de Cajlro ; and was pub- 
lifhed in the year one thoufand fix hundred and ninety- 
*fix. As the public are already well acquainted with the 
merits of thefe two, we fliall notice only thofe written in 
the Portuguefe, Spanifii, and French languages. And as 
thefe are not, perhaps, generally known among us, we 
fliall give a few parallel extjafts from each; by which 
the reader, who is acquainted with thefe languages, 
may be enabled to form fpme idea of their refpedlive 
merits, and of the ftate of the drama in the above na¬ 
tions. The feene to which the following extradls allude, 
is that wherein Ignez, accompanied by her two children, 
is fupplicating the King for mercy the moment before fhe 
* is murdered. 


From 
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From tie Portitguese ^ Nicola Lois. 

^fiez. Piedade, Senhojr, 

Rei, Como poflb Uvrap>te do caftigo, 

Se todo hum Reino tens per immigo. 

^ttez. Oh mizera de mim! filhos amados, 

Efpelho em que os meus olhos fe re^d! 

* If • «.« * « 

Se accazo nad tern d 6 de minha mai, 

£nta 5 nad quero fer j& feu amigo. 

Ret. Na 5 ha remedio, os hlhos Ihe tirat. 
Alv.tFgas. Vinde, infantdb. 

Aff. Deixal-me vus tambem* 

Se nao, hei de dizelto a meu pu, 

Que VOS ha de mataz com huma eipada. 

Jgnez, Meu filhos me lavais: oh dergra 9 ada, 

Nao me matels, Senhor, por tantas vezes, 
Tornai eilas reliquias aos meus bravos. 
Mas ai! que intenta a fnr^a da crueldade 
Partir-me a cora9ao em mil peda^os. 

Ret. Jd he muito e8for9ar a tolerancia! 

Opprimklo, ai de mim de mortal ancia 
Me finto em mal tao forte. 

Egas, Alvaro, bh Geos 1 ficid com ella, 
C^e nao me atrevo a vera fua morte. 

Ignez. Com eftes inimigos*delhumanos 

Me delxais! que rigor! foltai tirannOs 
Soltai 08 meus infantes: Ihizes minhas, 

A abra9ar-me tornai, neftes retiros. 

Em voflbs Undos roftos, • 

Recebei os meus ultimos fufpiros: 

Mas ja falta o valor, os juftos Ceos! 

R 
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Rei. Vinde, meus Netos. 

pega nos meninos. 

Aff. Minha Mai, a Deos, 

Quc por for9a nos leva nolTo Avo. 

Igntz, Ah! meus ternos amoies miaha glorias, 
Q^ndo foubereis ter mais featimeutos, 
Funeftas voS ferao minhas -memorias. 

• £ v 6 s ingrato a propria humanidade, 

Que a vida me tiralji na flor. daadade, 

Vede que apello da mortal renten9a 
Para aquelle Supremo Tribunal 
Onde xedio fe julga o bem, e o mal; 

Vade que - - - mzs ai trifle! a luz do dia 
Aos meus alhos fe vai efcurecendo. 

Treme o pd rnal feguro > - - e da agonia 
Me vai ja fofiboando o horror tremendos 
Filhos, Filhos, eu lAorro! Pedro, Efpozo ! 
Onde eflAs, que em martirio tab penozo. 
Nab vens a foccorrer me, ah homicida, 

O furor efcuzais, que eftou fern vida. 


From the SpAMsfl pf Velez de Guevara. - 

IneL A mis hijos me quitais ? 

Rcy Don. Alonfo, Senor ; 

Porque me quereis quitar 
La vida de tantas vezes ? 

Advertid, Senor mirad, 

Que el cora^on a peda908 
. Divldio me arancais. 

Rey. , I.evaIdos, Alvar Gon9alez. 

Joes. Hijos mios, dondc vais ? 

Donde vais fim vueftra raadre ? 

Faita 
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Falta en los hombres piedad 
Adonde vais luzes mais ? 

Como, que afli me dexals 
£n el ^yor defconfuelo 
£a manos de la crueldad. 

Ktm Alons* Confuelate madre mla, 

Y a Dios de puedas quedar, 

Que vamos. con nuel^<) abuelo, 

Y no querra hazernas naal. / 

Ines, Poifible es, Senqr, Rey mio, 

Padre, que anfi me certeia 

La pueita paxti. el perdon ? 

* * « ♦ * ' 

Como, Senor? vososTms 

Y a Alvar Gonzalez, y a Coello 
Inhumanoa me entregais ? 

Hijos, hijos de ml vlda, 

Dexad me loa aW9a|r; 

Alonfo, mi vida hijo, 

Dionia, a mores, tomad, 

Tomad a ver vueftra madre: 

Pedro mio, donde eftaa 
, Que and te olvidas de nu ? 

Poflible es que en tanto mal 
Me falta tu vifta, efpofo ? 

Quien te pudicra avifar 
Del peligro en que afligida 
Dona lues tu elpofa efta. 


Fram 
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' From the FREI^cit^ de la Motte. 

-4 - 

/»«. Eh bien, Seigneur, Alivei vo» baibarcs maximes; 

On vou$ amene encior de ntiiiVellea vlaimes. 

Immolez fans reraWds, nbus pimir mieux, 

Ces gages d’un Mnien ft cbUpable Vos yeux. 

Ils ignoiettt le fihg doht le Gifel les fit daitre: 

Par rarrfit de teWr dibrt fidte^les reconnoitre: 

Confommez vcittt ouvsage ^ lea m6me8 coups 

Rejoignent lea en&na* dt fittfiinie As I’epoux. 

1 //, 6 oh/o, Que voi».j«! d^quels dSfcdut*! que d’horreurs j’envifage! . 

Inif, Seigneur, du defefpoir^ pardonnez le langage. 

Tous deux t v&fe tiS^he dfit des drblis folemnels. 
Embrafiez, ihez eiifand, ces gCdOux p^ternels. 

D’un ceil com^atlflant, regaid^ i*Un « I’autre; 

N’y voiez point monApg, n’y voicz que le votre. 
Pourrkz-vous refiifet I leur )pleurs, a leurs cris 
La grace d’un h^rOs, leur pere & Votre fils ? 

Piiifque la loi trahie fixlge une vidlime, 

Mon fang eft prit, Seigneur, pour expier mon crime. 
Epuifez fur moi feule un fdvere cOuroux; 

Mms cachez qtielque terns mon fort it mon dpoux j 
II mourroit de douleUr; & je me flate encore, 

De meritcr de vous ce fecret que j’implore. 


The 



1.25 


TRAVELS IN. PORTUGAL. 


The Reader will not be a little ftirpriled on comparing 
the preceding pailages, to find how inferior the French 
Writer is to the Portuguefe or •the Spaniard. Both Luis 
and Guevara exprefs the natural feelings of the fair vidim, 
and the poignant auguifh' which ojrerwhelm her, from the 
apprehenfion of being deprived of her children, her lover, 
and her life. De 4 ? Mottey on the contrary, gives us the 
idea of a daring heroinej tegardlefs of all thefe endearing 
^ confiderations. The two* former have very judicioufly' 
preferved the fpirit of the beautiful Epifode of Camoens \ 
on which Voltaire has the following remark :, Ily a feu 
<r endroits dans f''irgiU flus attendrijfants ^ mieux ecrits 

-. There are few ga|ts in Virgil more tender, 

or better written.. Conne< 9 :ed, therefore, as that Epifodc 
is with our fubjeA, we lhall add the following extrads 
from it, as tranflated by Mr. Mickle: 

Dragg’d from her bower by murderous ruffian hands. 

Before the frowning King fair Inez ftands; 

Her tears of artlefs innocence, her air 
So mild, fo loyely, and her face fair. 

Mov’d the ftcm Monarch; when with eager zeal 
Her fierce deftroyers urg’d the public weal j ' 

Dread rage again the tyrant’s Ibul pofleft. 

And his dark brow his cnjel thoughts confeft; 

O’er^her fair face a fudden palenefs Ipread, 

Her throbbing heart with generous linguifh bled. 

Her beauteous eyes in trembling te{U>drOps drown’d, 

To heaven Ihe Ihted, but her hands were bound; 

6 Thfn 
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Then on her infants turn’d the piteous glance, 

The look of bleeding woe} the babes advance. 

Tlic lovdy captive thus: —— O Monarch, hear. 
If e’er to thee the name of man was dear, 

If prowling tygers, or the wolf’s wild brood, 
Infpir’d by Nature with the lull of blood, 

Have yet been raov’dr the weeping babe’ to ipare. 

Nor left, but tended with a nurfe’s care; 

As Rome’s great founders to the world jvere given; 
Shalt thou, who wcar’ft the facred ftamp of Heaven, 
^ The human form <Kyine, lhalt«thou deny 
That aid, that pity, which e’en beafts fupply ? 

Oh, that thy heart were, ^s thy looks declare. 

Of human mould, fuperfluous were my prayer; 
Thou could’ft not then a helplefs damfel flay, 

Whofe foie ofience in fond aSedion lay. 

Ah, let my woes, unconfcicflis of a crime. 

Procure mine exile to fome barbarous clime: 

Give me to wander o’er the burning plains 
Of Lybia’s delarts, or the wild domains 
Of Scythia’s fnow-clad rockff and frozen fliore j 
'There let me, hopelefs of return, deplore 
Where ghaltly horror fills the dreary vale. 

Where Ihrieks and bowlings die on every gale. 

The lions roaring, and the tygers yell, 

’There with mine infant race confign’d to dwell; 
There let mie try that piety to find. 

In vain by me implor’d frofn human kind: 

There in fome drtary cavern’s rocky womb. 

Amid the horrors oP fepulchraf gloom. 

For him whofe love I mourn, my love lhall glow 
. The ftgh lhall' murmur and the tear lhall flow« 


In 
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In tears fixe utter’d*—>a8 the frozen fnow^ 

Touch’d by the Spring’s mild ray, beg^ to flow; 

So juft began to melt his ftubborn foul, 

As mild-ray’d Pity o’er the-tyrant ftole ; 

But Deftiny forb^e: with eager zeal. 

Again pretended for the public weal. 

Her fierce accufers urged' her fpeedy doom; 

Again dark rage diflufed its horrid gloom 
O’er ftern Alonzo’s brow: fwift at the fign* 

Their fwords unflleath’'d aroulhd her brandifti’d fhine i 
O foul difgrace, of knighthood lafting ftain. 

By men of arms an helpl^s lady ll^n I 

—r Inez, while her eyes td Heaven appeal, 
Refigns her bofom to the murdering fteel: 

That fnowy neck, whofe matchlefs form fuftain’d 
The lovelieft face, where all,the Graces reign’d. 

That fnowy neck was ilain’d with fpouting gore. 
Another fword her lovely bofom tore. 

The flowers that gliftenM with her tears bedew’d. 
Now Ihrunk and languifti’d, with her blood irabrew’d 
As when a rofe erewhile of bloom Co gay, 

Thrown fropx the carelefs virgin’s breaft away. 

Lies faded on the plain, the liviag red. 

The fnowy white, and all its fragrance fled j- 
So from her cheeks the rofes dy’d away^ 

And pale in death the beauteous Inez lay: 

With dreadful fmiles, and crimfon’d with her blood,, 
Round the wan victim the ftern murderers flood. 

P Sun, couldft thou fa foul a crime behold,, 

Nor veil thine head in darknefs, as of old, 

A fudden night unwonted horror call * 

O’er that dire banquet, where the fires rtpall 
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Th^ Ton’s tom Inn^gs fiippjied! ^ yet you, ye vales! 

Ye dilhint .foreAs, an4 ye iiuwery dales 1 
When pale and finklug to the dreadful fidl, 

You heard her quivering l^s on Pedro call; 

Your faithful echoes caught the parting found, 

And Pedro! Pedro! luournful, figh’d around. 

hujiad^ book ill. 



* On the tWenty-fecond of June I fet out for Lifbon, ac- * 
companied by a 'muleteer.# The evening before my de¬ 
parture I was vifited by the Reverend Abbot-general and 
feveral of the Superiors of the Convent; the former fent 
rae a prefent of fweet-meats‘and /cented foap, curioufly 
made up in boxes by Nuns of the Bernardine order. 

ft 

* 

Nothing occurred on our journey the firft day worthy 
of noting j the country was tolerable, the foil rich and 
pretty well cultivated, but the accommodations at the inns 
were as indifferent as ufual; yet the mailers of thefe mi- 
ferable hovels think them palaces, in comparifon to the 
inhs in the other parts of the country. 

Jjinuary 2 3. We met a number of peafants employed 
in making roads, the margins of which were planted with 
«olive trees, whofe. produce are to be applied to the keep¬ 
ing of the roads iii repair. Spheric luii-dials and ciilerns 

are 
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are erefled at ftated intervals for the accommodation of 
travellers. 

The manners and opulence of the capital had a vilible 
effect on the inhabitants in proportion as we advanced. 
About one o’clock \ve arrived at Villa Franca, quite cx- 
haufted from the fcorching rays of the fun, to which we 
had been expofed fince five o’clock in the morning. It 
was with difficulty we could get any refrefhment, as all 
. the inhabitants of the village were gene to deep. 

At five o’clock we embarked in a large paffage-boat, 
and failed down the Tagus towards Lifbon. There were 
about fifty paffengers on boafd, divided into two clafles j 
the common people occupied the hold, the reft took their 
feats at the ftern. About feveii o’clock one of the boat¬ 
men gave the compline fignal, and all returned thanks to 
the Lord in a Ihort prayer. 

Among thofe who fat at the ftern of the boat was 

a man, who had apparently miftaken his rank, if one 
may judge by his drefs; he was barefbot, wore a 
long beard, and a pilgrim’s, fcapulct over the remains 
of a Perfian habit: he was about thirty-fix years of 
age, of a middling ftature,* well pmportioned, of a fwar- 
thy complexion. I found by his language that he was a 
Spaniard. There was fomething in his manners that in- 
terefted me very much; his countenance was placid, and 

s befpoke 
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befpoke'a firmnefs of mind, fuch as we admire in a vir¬ 
tuous man ftruggling with misfortune. I muft confefs 
that he excited at once my pity and efteem; and if Fate 
had not placed my lot fo much on a level with his own, 
he ihould not want a cloak to cover him, nor a crufade in 
his pouch. 

When we arrived at Liibon, I reqifeAed he would per- 
, mit me to pay his paflage; Ije thanked me, faying, “ I 
“ have change fuificient for that purpofe; it is true, my. 
“ apparel befpeaks poverty, (looking at his bare feet,) 
“ therefore you may be furpriled that I had the prefump- 
“ tion to take my feat in your company; but the true 
** Caftilian thinks himfelf* degraded or honoured, not by 
“ his garb but his aflions.” 
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L I S B O^N. 

Notwithftanding the city of*Li{bon is the conftant refort 
of merchants and travellers from every part of the globe, 
yet it feems extraordinary that hitherto we have not been 
favoured with any fatisfadlory account of its arts, anti¬ 
quity, police, or J>ublic buildings. I fhall not attempt 
to fupply thefe points; the utmoft I can promile are a 
* few curfory remarks on fuch objects as came within the* 
narrow fphere of my obfervation, during a refidence of 
ten months in that city. 

Lilbon, the capital of Portugal, is feated upon the de¬ 
lightful banks of the Tagus, in the fruitful province of 
Eftremadura; latitude 38* 48'. Its diftance from the bar, 
where the Atlantic Ocean'and the river form a jundion, 
is about feven miles. The harbour is very deep and ca¬ 
pacious, prefenting, to a mind devoted to commerce, one 
of the fineft profpedts imaginable, as it is conftantly crowded 
with Ihips of various nations. 

As we approach the capital, the churches, convents, 
caftles, villas, and gardens on the North-weft fide, have , 
a grand and beautiful appearance ? but the ideas of magni¬ 
ficence they excite at a diftance, are greatly dirainilhed 
upon a clofer infpedlion. The country on the South-ealf 

s 2 fide 
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, fide is alfo highly pidlurefque, from its lofty mountains 
and high impending cliffs. 

Tlie attention is foon drawn from thefe fcenes by the 
appearance of the city, which gradually afcends from the 
verge of the river in al) the magnificence of wealth and 
grandeur. The fite is the moft eligible imaginable for a 
Metropolis; towards the North-weft it is fheltered by a 
ridge of mountains, and opened towards the South-eaft. 
cThe buildings are raifed on fcv^n hills, with their inter- . 
mediate vallies; the greater part of which command a pro- 
fpe£t of the river, and of the country on the oppofite fide, 
called Alenteju; any difadvantage, therefore, attending 
the inequality of the ground js compenfated by the beau¬ 
tiful profpedls its elevation afford, and its vicinity to the 
fea renders it at once delightful and healthy. The nar- 
roweft part of the river Tagus, oppofite to the city, is 
computed at two miles Englifli, and at the broadeft part it 
is not lefs than nine. When we refledl on the advantages 
Portugal enjoys in point of commerce, from fuch a, magr 
nificcnt rit^er and commodious harbour, fo happily fituated 
fof trading with the Eaftern and Weftern hemifpheres, wc 
cannot but wonder that Lilbon is not fuperior in riches, 

^ magnitude, and population to any capital in Europe. 
Here follows an account of the {hips of various nations, 
which .entered the port of Liibon in the year one thoufand 
‘feven hundred and" eighty-nine. 


3 from 
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Portugnefe Ships* 

Names of Places* • 

3 from Bengal. 

6 - 

Macao. 

I - 

Goa. 

2 - 

other ports of‘A sia. 

12 from Asia. 

^3 

Bahia. 

26 - 

Maranhaon. 

*3 

Tara. .m 

2 - 

Paraiba. 

1 

I - 

1 

PenaibX. 

33 

■ Pernambuco. 

16 - 

■ Rio Janeiro. 

I - 

• Santos. 

2 . 

• Cape Verd. 

117 

• various ports^of Europe. 

6 Men of Wan 

352 Total number of Portuguese Ships. 

Foreign Ships. 


75 from 

America. 

4 — 

• Bermud e. 

24 

• Denmark. 

I - 

- Geneva. ' 

81 — 

- France. 

JO - 

- Hamburgh. 

22 - 

■ Spain. 

64 

- Holland, including fix Men of War. 

6 

- Triest and Ostend. 

5 

- Lubec. ’ ■ 

Carried over 292 
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B^reign Ships* Nsmcs of Places* 

Brought over 292 

7 from the King of Prussia’s Dbihinions. 

I - Russia^ 

7 —r- Ragusa, 

3 -Sweden- 

12 -Vencce, • 

_ Great Britain and Ireland, including 

29 Packets and 4 Men of Wan 

__ *' 

640 Total number of Foreign Ships. 


f 


Origin and Progrefs of Lijbon. 

The origin of Lifbon, lilce' that of many other cities, is 
involved in obfeurity, though many Writers have at¬ 
tempted to develope it, among whom are not a few who 
do not, perhaps, deferve to be called Antiquaries; for 
the,true Antiquary, like the Mathematician, will not pro¬ 
ceed farther in his inveftigation than he is authorized by 
the light *of connedling fads and conclulive reafoning. 
Some of the above Writers, however, have had the courage 
to proceed in the dark as far as the deluge; but, unfor7 
, -tunately, the more they travel, the farther they appear to 
;leave the truth behind. , 

i 

* The opinion that moft generally obtains is, that Liibon 
was founded by Ulyffes after the deftrudion of Troy, and 

3 received 
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received his name *. However that was, there is no doubt 
but a fiuation fb inviting muft have been peopled very 
early. Its firft inhabitants, according to Pliny, were the 
ancient Turtuleans, from whom originated the modern 
Turtuleans of Andalufia, a brave anu< politic people, as 
the Celtic and Phoenician tribes^ experienced in all their 
contefts againft them in Spain. Among the other nations 
that fubdued LufijCania, the Romans are fuppofed to have 
peopled Lifbon fhortly after they conquered the Cartha¬ 
ginians. It appears that‘Julius Caefar made himfelf mafter 
of it, and diftinguiftied it by the'title of Telicit as Juliana^ 
as may be colleded from various infcriptions found in that 
city, which are publilhed in Cunhas, Eccleliaftical Hiftory 
of Lifbon. 

* Lufu8> the loved companion of the God^ 

In Spain’s fair bofom fixt his la(t abode. 

Our kingdom founded, and illuftrious reign’d, 

In thofc fair lawns, the blefl Eijrnuai feign’d, 

Where winding oft the Guadiana roves. 

And Dpuro murmurs through the flowery groves 
Here with his bones he left hi.s dpthiefs fame. 

And Lufitania’s dime ihall ever bear his name. 

That other chief th’ embroider’d iilk difplays, 

Toft o’er the deep whole years of weary days. 

On Tago’s banks at laft his vows he paid : 

To Wifdom’s Godlike power, the Jove-born maidy 
Who fired his lips with eloquence divine. 

On Tago's banks he reared the hallowed fhrinc : 

Vl'^es he, though fated* to deftroy • 

* On Aflan ground the lleaven-built towers of Troy, 

On Europe’s ftrand, more grateful to the Ikies, • 

He bade tV eternal walls of Lifboa rife. * Z^W, book viiu 

About 
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^ About the year of our l,ord four hundred and nine, the 
dominion of. the Romans in Luiltania yielded to the in- 
vahon of the Alans, Suevi, and Vandals; and thefe again, 
in their turn, in the year feven hundred and lixteen, fub- 
mitted to the fuperior power of the Arabians who in¬ 
habited Spain. The latter changed the name of the ca¬ 
pital, which till then' was called Uiijipo, or Lifpo^ to 
Lijiboa ; becaufe, lays Caftro, that in thp Mooriih alphabet 
the letter P is not ufed. Hence comes the word Lifioa^ 
which we tranflate Lifbon. ‘ 

The firft check given to the Arabian power in Portugal 
was by Don Alfonfo the Chafte, King of Galicia and 
Afturia; who, with the afTiftancc of Charlemain, in the 
year feven hundred and ninety-eight, invaded Portugal and 
invefted Lilbon. The befieged, after a refolute refiftance, 
were compelled to yield to the arms of the Chriftian powers. 
During a period of near three hundred years, the Chriftians 
and Moors alternately retained a tranfitory poflcllion of it, 
till at length the latter became tributary to Alfonfo the Sixth 
of Caftile, in the year one thoufand and ninety-three. 

■ 

In this ftate of fubje< 9 :ion they continued under Count 
^enry, the fource of the Portuguefe monarchy, but re¬ 
volted again under his fuocelTor Alfonfo Henrique, the firft 
Chriftian King of Portugal. This Prince made many at¬ 
tempts to reduce LJflbon, but in vain. Being one day on 

the 
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the mountain of Centra he difcoveied a fleet, conflfting. 
of near two hundred iail of EngUfli, French, and Fle> 
mings, u^ider the command of William Long E/pe^ mak¬ 
ing towards the Tagus. Th^ were deflined for the Holy 
Land, but had touched h^ to water, and to repair tbs 
damages they received at fea. Tjbe King made propoiala 
to them to aid him in capturing the city; to which they 
acceded; and the .troops on board, amounting to fourteen 
thoufand, were drawn up with the Portuguefe forces before 
the city. During five months the flege continued with great 
Slaughter on both- fldes, when the confederate troops, on 
St. Urfala’s Day, made a defperate aflault, and carried the 
city fword in hand. According to Farria, the number 
of Infidels (lain on this day amounted to two hundred 
thoufand. 

A ^ 

The moft authentic account of that fiege which, per¬ 
haps, has yet appeared, is contained in a letter written in 
the Latin tongue, in one thoufand one hundred and forty- 
feven, by a perfon of diftindion named Arnulfo, who was 
on board the combined fleet, to the Bifhop of Terona in 
France. It was difcovered among the manufcripts in the 
library of the Aquitenian ^bbots in France, and ^s pub- 
lifhed in the colledion of Martene and Durand, tom. i. • 
Veterum Monumentorunty printed at Paris in the yeat one 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-four. As that letter^ 
perhaps, has not been hitherto publifhed in our language, 
we lhall attempt to give a tranllation of it, with the ad- 

T * dition 
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\iition‘bf. Notes, ‘for tfee of the curious in the' 

mode of attack ■ and defence ;^radifed in ancient timesr 


“ On the Monday^aftfer W>hitfuntide we entered 
the fear of the river Douro, and anchored oppofite to 
Oporto. The Bifliop of this city, as if anticipating the 
orders of his King, was rejoiced at our arrival. Here we 
ftayed eleven days, waiting for the arrival C^unt Ar- 
naldo de Ardefcoty and Chrifiian the Cmjiable, who had 
Irccn leparated from us in a ftM’na; during this time we 
were, plfintifully fupplied with provifion and delicacies of 
all kinds through the muniAcence of the Prince^ 


“ As foon as the Count anji the Conftable arrived^ we 
proceeded on our voyage; in two days wc readied the 
Tagus, on the vigils of the Apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul,, 
and anchored before Lilbon. This city, which, according 
to the traditicai handed down to us by the Saracenic Hif- 
torians, was built by Ulyfles after the deftrudtion of Troy, 
is furrounded with walls of admirable conftrudHon, and 
‘ has feveral towers upon a mountain impregnable to any 
human force. 

' ♦ < 

• ‘‘ Themoment we landed we began to ered: our tents, 

and, with the Divine dfllftancei took the fuburbs of the 
•city on* the firft of Jtily. After various ai&ults againft the 
walls, not without great lofs on both lides, we were oc¬ 
cupied until the firft of A-uguft in preparing machines. 

8 * Towards 
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Tt^ar<i« the riyer we creftetlLi t<iro forimds^ tsowcrs s 

* ■ ‘ t*. '.j- I ■ , ' • 

one at the Eaft, in which the Flepungs were pofted ; the 
other at the Weft^ of which the Engliih took poiJeiHpn. 
We likewife formed four bridges of our (hips.; fo th^t we 
had fix different pofts to attack the enemy. 


“On the day of the invention of the Protomartyr 
St. Stephen we began to advance and batter with our en¬ 
gines and fliips; but being repulfcd, not only withadverfe 
' winds, but alfo with the Ma^^lUs * of the enemy, we 
retreated with fome lofs. ^hilft our men were actively 
engaged with the Saracens, the EngUfli, with lefs cirqum- 
fpedion, guarded their tower, which unfortunately was 
fet on fire, and they, were* not able to extinguifli the 
fiames. 


“ Shortly after this we began to batter the walls with 
our machines, which the Moors no fooner beheld, than 
they poured • forth oleagenous fire f, which almoft de- 

^ f 

% 

» 



* Magneliis^ -Perhaps thefe were en¬ 

gines fimilar to thofe which Du Cange 
cdls Man^ntllus dimmH^ 

tivum^ a wangana hoc mnor machiHa 
jaculatoria, De Mezeray^ in his 'rreatife 
upon ancient Sieges, fuppofes the S-faw- 
gonelhs^ or Mangonas, to be a general term 
for any engines ufed in throwing ftonei 
and darts} of which there ^ere diiFcrent 
kinds } as the matafundaf petrary^ turhuchet, 
warwaiff and tnangana, all conftruAed 


upon a pnnciple fomewlut Hmilar to that 
of the baiijla* * 

t OUe^getms five. ■ ■ Of the artificial fire 
ufed in ancient (leges have nCany ac- 
. counts tranfmitted to u$, but the<manner« 
, in vahich it was prepared is not clearly ex- 
preiTed. The Malltodi mentioned by Vi¬ 
truvius, books, c. 13. are *fupporcd (o 
have been inl^ruments filled with artificial 
fire, fimilar to that which was afterwards 
cayed the Greek wildfire. The .Turks 

made 
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feoycd them. They likewifc made confiderable havoc 
among ns with their arrows and mag^ellU. Gur people 
were much dilheartened from the wreck of the appa¬ 
ratus * and the fall of their ‘companions j yet, trufting to 
the mercy of God, they rcfumed their courage, and fet 
about repairing the en^es. 

** In the mean time the be£^ed were greatly diftreffed 
for provifions; not but fome had abundance, yet they 
withheld it from the pooret tlafs of the citizens in fuch a 
manni^, that numbers of tjicm died of hunger. Some, 
to prefetve their lives, were confrmined to eat cats and 
dogs j a great part threw themfelves on the mercy of the 
Chriftians, and tecdved the facrament of baptilm, whilft 
others were feiit to the walls, with their hands cut off, 
and froned to death by their companions. Many other 
direlFul and friceefsfril frenes incident to war were wit- 

I 

neffed by us here, which, to avoid prolixityj we lhall not 
detail. ' , . 



made ufe of this five in their wars with 
the xrufadors, which they emitted from a 
madune called Pttrdr^, It is reported to 
have burnt fo intenfely, that it confumed 
even fiint and iron> and could not be ex- 
cinguilhed but by amixtureof vinegar, find, 
and urtoe. Father Daniel (ays, &zt f hilip 
Augttftus, King of France, brought a quail- 
Jity of this* fire ready prepared from Acre, 
which he ufed at the fiege di Dieppe, for 
burning the EngliOi veflels then in iht har¬ 
bour. 


• Wnd cf the apparatuu^^-H^ht an¬ 
cients, in order to guard the ujluiines ufed> 
in filling ditches, covered the planks laidr 
over the jb^ms with flender green twigs, 
dofely interwoven 1 and over theft they 
laid doubled raw hides, ftwed together, and 
ftoffsd either with fea-weeds, or elft with 
ftraw macerated in sinegar, ^ by which 
means they refified die attacks of the ba« 
liltx and foe-brands. 

Vih VUr* book x* c. ao* 

« On 
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On the day of the Nativity of the blcfly Virgin» 
Mary, an Italian of great ingenuity, > native of Piia> 
began to conftruj^ a lofty tower of wood, in the place 
where the former one was deilrbyed^ in which the Engliih 
had been pofted. This important work was completed- 
about the middle of October, through the bounty of the 
King and the exertions of the armies. With equal ex-' 
ertions another engineer, ailifted by 'many hands, were 
occupied in making excavations, in order to Undermine 
• the wall of the fortrefs. The Moors, appreheniive of* 
thefe operations, fallied out privately, and gave us battle 
over the mine, from three o’clock in the morning until the 
afternoon on the Feftival of St. Michael. 

“ During this time we were warmly cogged with the 
Infidels, whilft our archers fo obilruded their retreat,, 
that few or none of them efcaped without being wounded. 
Afterwards our people worked by day and night in the 
mines, which were finifiied and propped with wood at the 
appointed day on which the towtfr was to have been brought 
up, wherein the King in perfon, with the Englifii troops,, 
were to attack the walls. On the night of the Abbot 
St. Gallo the mine was fet jon fire, and when the wood¬ 
work was confirmed *, the wall gave way, and made an . 
opening of about two hundred feet in length. • 

Thq 

* 

* the nxmi-wrlt. war confumedj^ were generaUy prepared with combuftiblc 
The props and planks ufed in mines of this matter, fuch as pitch, tar, oil, and alfo 
fcrt for fupporting the iveumbent earthy dryVaggots Hirown loofcljr about 5 fo that 
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* “ iTkealatm excited by the crafh roufed our peojple, 

they fled to arms, aftd with fliouts rdflied forward to the’ 
breachi exjieding that* the guards who ^TcSre pofled on the 
walls, would have fled: ‘ But the enemy advanced in 
crowds to defend that part which was difficult to force, 
as being on the declivity of a mountain. The conteft 
ccMitinued from midnight till nine o’clock the next day, 
when our men, fatigued and wounded, withdrew for a 
while, till the tower was brought to bear; now the enemy 
was diftra^ed. 


The tower, manned with valiant troops, being drawn 
up clofe to the wall, the fignal was made j our people, 
with aftonifhing rcfolution^ •charged the enemy in every 
part at the fame time. The Lorenefe fought in the breach, 
'fhofe who were engaged in company with the King in 
the tower, harafled with the magnellis of the Saracens, 
were lefs flicceflful j the Moors {allied out, and would 
certainly have deftroycd the tower, had not fome of our 
men come up and repulled them. 


** As loon as we had intimation of their perilous fitua- 
tion, fome of our bell battalions haftened Co the defence of 
the tower, that our hopes might not be feuftrated. But 


as as the Hre was agpliedi the whole 
apjparatps was initantly in a blaze. The 
centres being tbus confumed, the earth 
fell in, and likewife fttch parts of Uie wall 


as were immediately over it. We may 
readily conceive, that thefc mincsiriuft have 
been pretty broad, or ctfethc Aiperftrufture 
would ftand independent of tlic centres, 

* when 
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when the Saracens beheld the Lorenefe and Flemings fu- , 
rioufly tnpunting the rampart of the tower, they became 
'*s fo terrified, that they threw down their arms, and offered 
to fhake hand^, as a fignal of peace, which they now be- 
fought. 

. \ 

“ In confequence of this, the Alcaide, or Prince of 
the town, furrende;ed, and agreed that our army fhould 
take poireffion of the ilores/ together with all the gold 
and filver which he poiTeffed; aod that ;the city, with its , 
inhabitants, and all the land which appertained to it, 
fhould be delivered up to Alfofifo. Thus concluded this 
memorable flege, not human, but divine, ■ on the Feftival 
of the Eleven Thoufarid Virgins, with the Ipfs of two hun¬ 
dred thoufand and five hundred Moors 


* “ The conqueft of Llfbon was of the 
ntrnoU importance to die infant monarchy. 
It is one of the fined ports in.the worlds 
and before the invention of cannon was of 
great firength. The old Moorifli wall was 
flanked by feventy-feven towersy was about 
fix miles in length and fooi^ep in <;ircum- 
ferencc. When befieged by Don Aloiizo^ 
according to fomcy it was garrifoned by 
an army of 2oo»ooo men. This, not to 
fay impoflSble, is highly incredible. That 
it was ftrongy however, and well garri- 
Ibned is certain* It is aUb certain that 


Alonzo owed the conqueft of it to a fleet 
of ^adventurers, who were going to the 
Holy Land, the greatefi part of whom 
were £ngli(h. One Udul ap in his 
Tour through Portugal, fays, that Alonzo 
gav^e.them Alinada^ on tlie fide of the Ta¬ 
gus oppofite to Llfbon, and that VUI9 
Jr<tnca was peopled by thefc, which they 
called Carnucdla^ either in honour of their 
native country, or from the rich meadowa 
in its neighbourhood, where tmmenie herds 
of cattle are kept, as in the Englifh Corn¬ 
wall.’* Lujiaiy p. 104. in Note. 


The 




I 
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The above vidoiy is thus celebrated by Camoens: 

;. famed Lilboa, ‘whofe embattled wall 

Rofe by the hand that wrought proud llion’s fall; 

Thou queen of cities whom the feas pbey. 

Thy dreaded ramparts own’d the hero’s fway. 

Far from the North a warlike navy bore, 

From Elbe, from Rhine, .and Albion^s miAy Ihore, 

To refeue Salem’s long polluted Ihrine; 

Their force to great Alonzo’^ force they join: 

Before Ulyfles’ walls the navy rides. 

The joyful Tagus laves^their pitchy fxdca» 

Five times the moon her empty horns conceal’d. 

Five times her broad effulgence Ihone reveal’d. 

When, wrapt in clouds^of duft, her mural pride 

Falls thundering,-»black the imoking breach yawns wide. 

* * * ^ * 

* 

Thus f«dl the city, whofe unconquer’d towers * 

Defy’d of old the banded Gothic powers, 

Whofe harden’d neiycs in rigorous climates train’d, 

The favage courage of their fouls fuftain’d j 
Before whofe fword the fons of Ebro fled. 

And Tagus trembled in his oozy bed, Luftad^ book Hi. 

* Uttconquei^J « This aflertion for it was hj treachery that Hernunetic^ 

of Camoen’s is not without foundation,' the iGotb, got pofleiEon of ld£bon.’^ 


On 
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On the prefent State of Lifbon. 

- 

of the population of this city no exaft account has 
been recently publiflied, and the rapid increafe of its in¬ 
habitants of late years muft render any calculation of that 
nature very uncertain. In the year one thoufand feveu 
hundred and eighty, the forty parilhes into which Lifbon • 
is divided, were found to contain thirty-three thoufand 
feven hundred and flxty-four houfes; and in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety, they amounted to 
thirty-eight thoufand one hundred and two. Hence it 
appears to have increafed four thoufand three hundred 
and thirty-eight houfes in the courfe of thofe ten years. 
Now, if we eftimate each houfe, on an average, at fix 
perfons, which, perhaps, is within the truth, the popu¬ 
lation in the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety 
was two hundred and twenty-eight thoufand fix hundred 
and twelve. To thefe arc to be added the religious of 
both fexes, with their attendants, who dwell in convents 
and monafteries, the foldiery, the profeffors and ftudents 
of feminarics of education, and fuch of the Galician , 
labourers as have no fixed dwelling; their aggregate 
amount, if my information be corred, is not very fliort^ 

of twelve thoufand. Then, according’to this flatcnicnt, 

u the 
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* the poptilation of Lifton exceeds two hundred and forty 
thoufand. 

From the magnitude of "the city we (hould be induced 
to fuppofe that its population was confiderably mor^ fhan 
above ftated ; for it is computed to be four miles long by 
one and a half broad, as may be inferred from the plan, 
Plate IV. But many of the»houfes arS accompanied with 
large gardens, and fuch as have not thefe conveniencies 
are, in general, laid out upon a large fcale, on account of 
the heat of the climate. • 

The fatal elfedis of the earthquake of one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-fivt are ftill vifible in many parts 
of the city, and never fail to imprefs every fpedator with 
an awful remembrance of that melancholy difafter; ac¬ 
cording to the moft accurate accounts, there were not lefs 
than twenty-four thoufand fell vidlims to it. The old 
inhabitants arc conftantly relating the dreadful feenes with 
which it was attended ; it is the epoch whence they date 
all modern events; and they ftartle at every fhock that 
has the moft diftant refemblance to it. They are fenftble, 
however, of the advantages the city now derives from the 
deft/udion of the ancient contraded lanes and unhealthy 
habitations. The fevereft vifttations of Divine Providence 
‘are often attended with manifold blefllngs, as they call 
forth the exertion of men, and impel them to feek re- 

8 • fources 


t 
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fources which otherwife would not be thought of. The 
Portuguefe have availed themfelves of this alternative, and, 
like the Englifh, after the deftrudlive fire of one thoufand 
fix hundred and fixty-fix, they have turned the temporary 
hdhjinto a permanent good^ 

All the new flreets ereded in Lilbon, in the place of the 
old, are capacious, regular, and well paved, with conve¬ 
nient path-ways for foot-paffengers, as in the fireets of 
London. The houfes ate lofty, uniform, and ftrong^ 
(See plate V.) The manner of building them is rather 
fingular: the carpenter is the*firft employed ; when he has 
raifed the fkeleton of frame-work, the mafon is then em¬ 
ployed to fill up the intcrftices with rubble-ftone and 
brick. The reafon they a/iign for building in this manner 
is, that the concatenation of the walls with the wood¬ 
work contributes to refift the flight concufllons of earth¬ 
quakes with which this city is conftantly vifited. 

« 

The firft ftory of each dwcjling-houfe, when not con¬ 
verted into a fliop, is a magazine for merchandize of one 
kind or other. The merchants ufually keep their coaches 
in the halls, and fometimes they anfwer for both coach- 
houfe and liable. 

Nolwitliftanding the excellent building-materials * with 
which the diftrid abounds, the rearijig of a houfe here 
colls more than one of the fame dimenlions in London. 

This, 


V 2 . 
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This, in a great meafurc, is owing to the want of proper 
machines for tranfporting the materials, and of convenient 
tools to facilitate the work j and yet it is extraordinary 
with what dexterity the people fupply the want of thcfe ^ 
apparatus. 

« 

« 

Of a houle four ftories high the attic is the pleafanteft 
floor; it is often furniflied w;th a balcony, elegantly orna¬ 
mented with rails of iron gilt, and furniflied with an 
•awning of fllk or linen, under which the ladies fit on 
cufliions during the hot weather, employing their time in 
reading, fewing, or calling love-fignals in the filent lan¬ 
guage of the fingers j a method of conveying their ideas, 
which they have reduced to ai\ alphabetic fyllem. 

The principal apartments of many of the nobility and 
merchants are furniflied in a magnificent manner. The 
manufaeflures of India and of China are more common in 
their houfes than thole of Europe. In the ‘dillribution of 
the apartments, coolnefs and ventilation are confulted, in 
preference to warmth. Here grates and chimney-pieces 
are almoll unknown; in Winter, a warm cloak is the 
common fubllitute for a fire. The hall-doors are ge- 

' nerally left open, and bells fupply the place of knockers. 

« • 

« 

« In point of cleajilinefs, Lilbon is no longer a fubjeil of 
animadverfion for llrangers; but all is not yet done j it 

•" ftill 



TRAVELS IN*PORTUGAL. 


149 


ftill wants common fewers, pipe-water, and chambres des ' 
aifances. 

\ 

\, There is no court-end of the town here, nor a houfe 

let to advantage merely on account of its {Ituation. 
One of the principal modern ftreets is chiefly inhabited by 
coppcr-fmiths and tin-men. 

The merchants and wealthy fliop-keepers chiefly dwell 
• in the neighbourhood of tlie Royal Exchange, near their* 
warehoufes. The Ribeira V^Iha is the principal mart of 
traffic : here are fome warehoufes belonging to the Ham¬ 
burgh merchants, that have a very formidable appearance ; 
the firft I faw of thefe I tqok for a military magazine; 
but, on a clofer infpedion, I found that the balls which 
were piled up in heaps were not cannon-balls, but fimple 
cheefes; each was about the fize of a thirty-two-pounderj 
and very nearly as hard. They are laid to import an.r 
nually into Lifbon fixty thoufand of thefe bullets. 

« 


Praga do Comercio* 

The new Square^ or Praga do ComerciOi is fix hun*- 
dred and fifteen feet long, by live hundred and fifty, feet 
broad,’ bounded on three fides by buildings, and on one fide 
by the Tagus. The North wing is occupied by the Royal 
Exchange and Cuftom-houfe j whereof we here prcfent 

a view, 
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* a view, -(Plate VI.) as taken from on board a vcflel on tlie 
Tagus. A continued arcade extends the whole length of 
the wing, which affords communication with the feveral 
offices and ftores. In the diftribution of thefe apartments^-^ 
both externally and internally, convenience and ftr^-^gtli 
are all the archited appears to have had in view, and in¬ 
deed very little more is neceflary for any Cuftom-houfe. 
Here are no palaces for commiffioners to dwell in, nor 
dark cells for clerks to write iri, nor cellars floating with 
water to hold dry goods; whoever wifhes for thefe im- • 
provements^ will find them^ and a great deal more, in the 
new Cuftom-houfe of Dublin. 


Equejirian Siathe of fofeph I. 

In the centre of the above fquare is an Equeflrian 
Statue^ of bronze, of Jofeph the Firft; a work of no in- 
confiderable merit, and the only one of the kind that was 
ever ereded to any of the Sovereigns of Portugal. The 
Marquis de Pombal was the promoter of this work; in- 

• tending thereby to honour his Royal Mafter, and at the 
fame time to add a fprig of laurel to his own brow. The 
portrait of this minifter, executed in bronze, was placed on 

• the fide of the pedeftal, but it continued there no longer 
than he maintained his power ; it was torn down. imme¬ 
diately when he loft his mafter and his place, by thofe 
who a few days before paid homage to the original.* We 
cannot but admire the indifference he evinced when in- 

' formed 
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formed of this circumftance: I am glad of //, faid he,, 
for it was not like me. 

When we confider the humble ftate of the arts in 
F'ortugal, and the diiEculty of executing fuch a magni¬ 
ficent Statue, we muft allow th^t great praife is due to 
thofe who had the conducing of it. The model was 
made by a fculptor named Joaquim Machado de Caftro, 
who alfo defigned and executed' the emblematic groups at 
, the fidcs of the pedeftal. * It is from the latter every artift, 
and amateur will judge of the merits of this fculptor, par¬ 
ticularly the group at the Nc«-th fide, which muft be al¬ 
lowed to poflefs great tafte, delicacy, and fpirit. 

t * 

The figure and the horfe are alfo very noble prodiuftions; 
but in cafts of this kind we muft not look for excellence 
in the detail, as the delicate touches of the chifel arc al¬ 
ways loft in the foundry j if the general form and the 
mafles will bear the teft of criticifm, we can expert no 
more, and in this refpeft De Caftro has acquitted hinifelf 
in a mafterly manner. 


Nor has Bartholomew de Cojla^ the founder of this 
Statue, been deficient of abilities, as far as related to his 
part; he caft the whole in one pi^ece, without failing pven 
in a fingle member; a circumftance which, one excepted, 
has not, perhaps, occurred in any other* work of the kind 
of equal magnitude, fince the reftoration of the art of 

calling 
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, cafting Equeftrian Statues in bronze *. And yet I am not 
certain iF this be not larger than the exception we allude 
to; namely, the Equeftrian Statue of Louis the Four¬ 
teenth, in the Place de Vendome at Paris; which, if it ftill 
exift, is twenty-one French feet in height, and was^c^ 
in one piece by Balthazs^r Keller, a natirc of Zurieh. * iBut 
De Cofta not only caft the above Statue, but alfo conveyed 
it from the foundry, and raifed it on the lofty pedeftal on 
which it ftands. 

t 

The fculptor and founder are both natives of Portugal; 
the latter has been honoured and rewarded for his inge¬ 
nuity, by being promoted to the rank and pay of brigadier 
in the fervicc; and it is allowed by all who know him, 
that his talents do honour to* that high rank. But Me- 
chado de Caftro, the fculptor, who has an undoubted claim 
to the principal merit of the work, as the defigner and 
modeller of it, is neglected and forgotten : indeed, there is 
not one Portuguefe in a thouland who kno\ys that he was 
the author of it; and though his talents entitle him to be 
ranked wkh the firft artifts of the age, he is fcarcely 
known in his native country. It is true, that his Majefty 
created him a Knight on that occafton ; but ftnee then, he 
has been left to pine in obfeurity in an attic cell. A fhort 
timq before I left Liiboq I was afllired, from refpedlable 

I 

• • M~Jftffrand^ if he wye not the firft very eflentially, by his memoirs, towards 
who reftored the art of cafting Equeftrian the perfefting of that art. 

Statues in one piece, contributed at Icaft 

authority, 
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authority, that he petitioned a gentleman high in office to, 
have the floor of his wretched apartment repaired. 

Portugal, like Ireland, is Jbecome celebrated for the 
loanner in which at all times fhe has treated her native 
Ibn^’of diftinguifhed merit. We find in the annals of both 
nations men, whofe works have enlightened fucceeding ge¬ 
nerations, perfecuted, defpifed, and the rays of fcience 
given to illumine mankind, expiring in a prifon or an hof- 
pital, like an exhaufted lamp. The great Prince Henry* 
was reviled and fcorned by thofe who confidered them- 
felves as the great men of his country, as Galileo was by 
the Italians, and looked upon as an Aquatic Knight Er¬ 
rant, whilft (to fpeak in the janguage of allegory) he was 
enlarging the boundaries of tke univerfe. Admiral Pacheo, * 
who aftoniflied the Eaftern world with the greatnefs of his 
adions, and at his return to Lifbon received honours ade¬ 
quate to a triumph, was loon after call: into prilbn, loaded 
with chains j .and though he was found innocent of the 
alleged mifdemeanors, he was left to fubfift the re¬ 
mainder of his days upon charity. The fate of Magellen, 
Vernei, and Vieira are well known, and alfo that of Qa- 
moens, the Virgil of Portugal, who ended his days in 
an alms-houfc; and whilft he was giving the laft hand to ^ 
his immortal numbers, dived on.the pittance begged for 
him. by his bi; ck fervant in the ftreets of Lifbon. We 
wifh, for the honour of Portugal, that Machado de Caftro 

may clofe its catalogue of negleded talents. 

X * Cannon 
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« 

Cannon of Dio, 

The Cannon of Dio, fo<:alled on account of its being 
taken from the King of Cambaya, at the fiege of Diojn 
India, was fent to Portugal, with other trophies of'yic- 
tory, by Nuno de Cuna, about the year one thoufand 
five hundred and thirty-nine, and depofited in the caftic of 
St. Julian, at the entrance of* the port of Li&on. Here 
it remained till the above equeft'rian ftatue was about to be 
caft, when it was brought, with other pieces of brafs, to 
be melted for that purpofe. There happened to reflde at 
this time at the court of Lifbon an Ambaflador from 
Tunis, who, in examining tljis Cannon, chanced to caft his 
eye on an Arabic infcription on the breech of it; he imme¬ 
diately explained it to the Portuguefe interpreter, the Reve¬ 
rend Father de Sou2^; in confequence of which, the Cannon 
was reicued from the furnace, and depofited in the foun¬ 
dry or armory at Lifbon. It is twenty-eight palmos 
long; that is-, upwards of twenty feet Englifh meafure, 
and of a ()roportionable caliber. Annexed is a copy of 
the infcription (A, Plate VII.), which, together with the 
Portuguefe interpretation of tjie fame, I am indebted for 
to the friendfhip of the above Father j I fhall give both 
exadly as he wrote them for me.* 

< 

t * ^ 

Infcripqao Arah^ que efi& em hua Pega chamada de Dio ; 
aqml fe acha na Fundiqdb : Com a traduqdb da dita em 

* Portuguese, 
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Poriuguem. Lida^ e traduzida^ pelo Padre Fr. yoao de* 
Souza, Religiozo da Ordem da Penitencia da Provineia 
de Portugal, . 

# 

jPo Nojfo Sober am Mahiy", Ret dos Reis do Seculo, Filho, 
da Nohre Senhora Rahdn ; Defenfor da Lei Mahometica ; 
Vencedor dos Tdneos\ * Expugnador, e derjiruidor dos 
Eb adit as, -f- no ntemoravel . dia da peleja, antes do Ret 
Sdlib. Herdeiro do Rei Suliman ; Confidente em Decs j 
• Pai da Patria, e das Sciencias ; Rei de Madarcbah, * 
Foi fundida a ^ do mez de*Zil Kdde, anno de 939 da 
Hegtra ; que correfponde a 16 yaneiro de 1526. 


Irdnjlation. 

\ 

IV 

A copy of an Arabic infeription, which is upon a Can¬ 
non brought from Dio, to be feen at the foundry at Li/bon, 
with a tranflation of the fame in the Portuguefe language; 
copied and tfanflated by Father John de Souza, a Friar . 
of the third Order of Penitentiaries of the Provincialfliip 
of Portugal. 


From our Sovereign Mah^y; King of the Kings of the 
age, fon of the noble L^dy Rahdn, Defender of the Ma- ' 

• Os Taneos^ huns que vivtm dentes de Ifmael ; ox quaes occupavao a Mefip^ 

junta a Etheopia. tamuu ^os iaar^«w ip Sio£uJraie, 

Os EbaditaSy fao certos Pqvos defceii^ 


X 2 


honimetan 
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^ommctan Law, Conqueror of the T^eos *, Extermi¬ 
nator and Vanquifhcr of the Ebaditas -f-, (on the day of the 
memorable battle with King Salib,) Heir to King Suli- 
nian, Cotifident of God, Father of his Country and of 

the Sciences, King of Madarchah.--This Cannon,w.is 

call on the 5th day of the month of Zil *Kade, in the year 
939 of the‘Hegira, which correli^onds with, the 16th of 
January, A. D. 1526. , * 

A copy of the infcription B, (Plate VII.) was alfo « 
given to me, without a tra^illation, by Father de Souza. 
The original, he informs me, is upon an ancient fountain 
near the caftle of the town of Moura. 



The next fquare of any note in Lilbon is the Rofcio\ 
moft of the houfes are occupied by fhop-keepers. Here 
the celebrated Inquifitiori ij lituated; a large empty build¬ 
ing, now as lilent as the Temple of Janus. Over the 
pediment, in the centre of the elevation, is a group of 
figures, reprefenting Religion trampling on a proftrate 
heretic. 

* 

* The are a people who dwell mael; they dwell in MefopotaAnia on the 
(tear Ethiopia. banks of the Euphrates. 

f The MhdHas are defcelidants of Ilh« 

In 


I 
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In the month of March, one thoufand feven hundred and 
ninety, I was prefent here when three criminals, found guilty 
of burglary or aflaflination, were led to the fquare to be ex¬ 
ecuted, cfcorted by five battaliohs of infantry. The people, 
unaccuftomed to fcencs of this kind of late years, flocked 
in numbers to fee 'the execution, but many of them had 
to repent their curiofity. One of the foldiers on guard 
happened to quarflel' with a failor in the crowd; the 
guards on the oppofite fide, thinking it was an attempt 
• to refeue the criminals, attacked the mob with fixed* 
bayonets, and in a few minutes the former remained maf- 
ters of the feene of adion. Several people were danger- 
oufly wounded, and others, in the precipitancy of retreat, 
left fome fragments of their, apparel behind. 

» A 


Public Walks and Amufements. 

Contiguous to the Rofcio are the public Walks efta- 
blilhed by the Marquis de Pomljal, who was a great friend 
to the fair fex, and as fuch, endeavoured to abolilh the 
reftraint under which they have long been unjuftly kept; 
for this purpofe he planned thefe promenades, with a 
view to introduce a more general intercourfe between 
both fexes. The walks ar-e elegant, bordered with cfpaljers, 
and the intervals planted with trees and flirubberies. Yet 
the inftitution does not appear to have produced that focial* 
intercourfe to the extent the Marquis had in view. The 

I j • inhabitants 
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inhabitants think, however, that the females enjoy more 
fociety at prefent than at any former period, and that the 
jealoufy of the men, and the caufes or fuipicions which 
gave rife to it are diminiOikig every day. 

There are two Theatres here for draijaatic performailces; 
on Sundays they are much crowded. I could perceive but 
few ladies among the audience, and tjiefe, with few ex¬ 
ceptions, fat, not promifeudufly in the company of the 
men, as in other theatres, but apart. The mulic was ex- ^ 
cellent, the dreffes and fqenery tolerable, the ading indif¬ 
ferent, or rather bad. Of,latc years no females are allowed 
to perform on the ftage; hence, the men are obliged to 
affume the female garb. How provoking it was to fee 
the tender, the beautiful Ignez de Caftro reprefented by one 
of thefe brawny artificial wenches, efpecially in that affed- 
ing feene where flie appears, with her two infant children, 
at the King’s feet fupplicating for mercy. The fimple re¬ 
cital of this affeding paflage, as written by Luis, is fuf- 
ficient to melt an audience into tears, yet the mm-mid- 
wife who’delivered it brought forth no tears, biit the tears 
of the Poet, for the abortion of his piece. Inftead of the 
delicate faltering accents of t;fie fair vidim, he roared, 

— — like the ocean when the winds 

Tight with the waves - - -- . 

•-dying accents fell, as wrecking fliips 

After the dreadful yell, fink murmuring down, 

And bubble up a noifc. Xw-V 

The 
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The other adors, particularly thole who reprelented 
King Alfonfo and Don Pedro, were not deficient in Ibi- 
timent or adion. They poflefled a good deal of that 
graceful unconftrained manner -we admire in the French 
adors, 

> 

P 

The Circus for the bull-feafts is but a fhort diftance 
from the above Theatres. Tjiis amufement is declining 
very fall in the capital. The performances I witnefled here 
.were inferior to what I faw at Leiria, but not quite fo 
cruel. And after all, perhaps the manner of tearing the 
bulls with maftiffs, as in England and other parts of Eu¬ 
rope, is not lefs barbarous than the manner of tormenting 
them in Spain and Portugal; ^ but we are apt to fee defeds 
in our neighbours, whilft we are blind to our own, like 
the Lamian Witches, who, according to the facetious Ra¬ 
belais, in foreign places had the penetration of a Lynx, 
but at home they took out their eyes and laid them up in 
wooden flippers.* 

As we have already given an account of a bull-feaft at 
Leiria, it is unneceffary to add that of Lifbon, which is 

almoft fimilar. A fcene of a more novel nature invites 

* ' 

our attention ; that is, the manner of catching black cattle 
in BraziL 

I was prefent at the Circus when this curious fpedacle 

was exhibited, the firft of die kind, as I was told, ever 

i reprefented 
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reprefented in Lifbon. It conveyed a good idea of the 
manner in which the inhabitants of that fertile region 
catch their cattle. They kill the animals for the fake of the 
hides, which are brought to Portugal to be manufadured. 
Of the flefli I underftand the Brazilians make but little 
account; they barely take as much as-is fufficient for pre- 
fcnt exigence, and leave the reft a prey to the birds and 
beafts of the forefts. * 

t 

The Circus was very crowded on this occalion; about, 
five in the afternoon a native of Pernambuca entered the* 
arena mounted upon a fpirited horfe of the Arabian breed. 
The rider was of a copper colour, of a ftrong and adive 
figure, his hair black, and.his head uncovered. He wore 
a loofe mantle, fomewhat like the paludamentum of the 
ancient Romans. The Ikin of a wild beaft was thrown 
loofely over the horfe inftead of a faddle, from which were 

fufpended two cords for ftirrups. The whole appeared 
quite in charader. 

I 

As foon as the cavalier had paid his obeifance to the 
audience, a bull, whole natural ferocity was heightened 
in the ftall, ruihed in, and Jiad nearly overturned him in 
the firft onfet; the fleetnefs of his horfe, and the dexte- 
rify with which he managed‘the reins, only cquld have 
• favcd- his life. The furious animal purfued him feveral 
times round the arena till he became tired, after which 
he ftood panting in the, middle of the ring. 


The 
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The horfeman ftill continued his circular courfe at an 
eafy pace, holding a long cord in his hand, with a flip- 
knot at the end of it: having watched a proper opportu¬ 
nity, he call it over the horns o£ the bull, and rode twice 
round him; then ordering the gate to be thrown open, he 
made off in full fpeed till he came to the full length of 
the cord j upon which he received a check that drew him 
on his back, and made the horle caper on his hind 
feet; neverthelefs he clung to him by his knees, and in 
tli;s reclined pofture, held the cord in both hands and the 
bridle in his mouth. The bull at this time was entangled 
by the rope, with his head drawn in between his fore-feet, 
and incapable of motion. The Brazilian difmounted, ap¬ 
proached, and drew from beneath his mantle a Ihort hunt¬ 
ing fpear, which, with an apparent flight force, he darted 
into the head of the animal, in confequence of which he 
inftantly fell down and expired. 


"Patriarchal Church 

Is lituated at the North-eaft flde of the town, upon an 
eminence that commands a profpeft at once extenlive and 
beautiful. It would require a volume to defcribe the 
treafures of facred relics, gold, filver, precious ftones, and 
coftly furniture of this venerable edifice. The objedls that 
moftly attrad the attention of travellers, are the nine great 

candelabri, and the crofs belonging to the King’s chapel j 

V ■ * the 
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the latter, which is of filver and gilt, is upwards of twelve 
feet high, arid of exquifite workmanihip. Nor is the 
workmanfhip of the candelabri lefs deferving of notice; 
they exhibit a variety of groupes in demi-relicf, reprefent- 
ing the myfteries of Chrift and of the Virgin Mary; iiDi 
other parts of them we behold emblems charadleriftic of 
the kingdom, and of its former conquefts and difeoveries. 
Thefe are alfo formed of filver, gilti, and adorned with 
feftoons: the fpaces between the groupes are inlaid with 
lapis lazuli, and fpangled with diamonds and other pre-, 
clous ftones. 

ff 

Antonio Arrighi (an Italian) was the defigner of the 
above crofs and candelabri.; ^ they were executed partly at 
Rome and partly at Florence, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and thirty-two, and were greatly admired 
by the amateurs of the fine arts in both thofe cities. The 
value of the whole is very great, as may be readily con¬ 
ceived, when the workmanfhip alone is iaid to have cofi: 
the fum of three hundred'thoufand crufados, or thirty-three 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds fterling. 

« 

The greater part of the charge of the above, and the 
other embellifliments of this Church, was defrayed out of 
the furplus of the revenue aftbr paying the ordinary ex- 
, pences of the eftablifliment j which revenue,Oin the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty-levcn, flood as fol¬ 
lows, according to Fathei de Caftro, 


An 
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An Account of the ejiahlijhed Annual Revenue of the 

Patriarchal Church, 


4 


Reis» 

Ancient endowment 

«4 

30,005,560 

Tributes of Bifltoprics and benefices 

94,982,512 

Rents of churches, houfes and reclaimed lands 

31,474,717 

Forfeitures and piftchafes , - 

- 

250,843,880 

• 

Total 

407,306,669 

• 

Account of the ordinary Annual Dijburfements of 

the Patriarchal Church, 


• • 


ReU. 

5 Principal Dignitaries 

- 

^3,766,000 

I Dean - - - 

■ m 

4,853,200 

18 Secondary Dignitaries 

- 

8 j» 757 »< 5 oo 

72 Prelates 

- 

115,200,000 

20 Canons 

M * 

20,000,000 

12 Beneficaries - ■ 

- 

8,400,000 

32 Second Beneficaries 

- 

16,000,000 

32 Inferior Beneficaries 

- 

8,000,000 

5 Matters of Ceremonies 

- 

520,000 

7 Acolothitts 

- 

350,000 

29 Chaplains 

- 

4,560,000 

2 Treafurers 

- 

180,000 

2*DeDofitories of the Sacrifty 

- 

220f000 

j D^lfitory of the wax ftore 

- 

140,000 

30 Sacrifts 

•• • « 

1,488,000 

• 

Carried over 

* 

387434,800 


y a 
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'Reis. 

Brought forward 287,434,800 
17 Chaplains who celebrate mafs in the ancient 


Royal Chapels 

- 

- 

769,040 

71 Italian and Portuguefe'Chorifters 

• 

- 

30,672,800 

4 Organifts 

• 

- 

520,000 

1 Italian Compofer ^ 



180,000 

I Door-keeper 

m 

- 

120,000 

6 Wardens 

- 

- 

320,000 

12 Provedores - , - 

•* 

- 

360,000 

4 Meflengers 

- 

- 

80,000 

6 Sweepers - - * 

- 

- 

267.840. 

2 Torch-bearers 

- 

- 

148,800 

I Goldfmith - • 

- 

- 

640,000 

2 Upholfterers 

- 


412,800 

I Hair-drefler 

- 

- 

9,480 

2 Bell-ringers with their affiftants 

- 

- 

400,000 

1 Modulator of the organs * 

- 

- 

20,000 

A Writer, an Illuminator, and an Engraver 

600,000 

12 Confeffors 

- 

m 

600,000 

4 Preachers 

- 

- 

94,000 

Wax 

- 

- 

6,200,000 

For painting the wax 

• 

M 

210,800 

Proceffions, feats, and cleaning the Church 


2,000,000 

Cleaning and repairing the filver utentils 

- 

250,000 

Walhing and making up the furniture 

- 

392,000 

Repairing the linen 

- 


120,000 

Oil for forty-five lamps 

- 

- 

500,000 

Wine ufed in the celebration of the mafies 


1:50,000 

Hofts _ . - 

• 

- 

- 

24,000 

Incenfe 

- 


• 24,000 

. Charcoal - - 



20,000 

Palm JL . . 

- 

a* 

600,000 

Calendars 

- 

- 

48,00a 

a 

Carried over 

334 .* 88 , 36 a 
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Brought forward 
St, Antony’s offerings - - - 

Green and red cloths - - - 

Hanging the Church on festival days - 
School - » . - 

Contingencies ‘ ^ - 


Reis: 

334,188,360 

70,000 

60,000 

236,000 

1,800,000 

800,000 


Total 337 »^ 54 > 36 o 

b 

The aggregate of the^ above fums when reduced to 
pounds fterling will Hand thus; * 


Reis> 

Total Annual Revenue 407,306,669 
Total Annual Dilburfements 337,154,360' 

. r.. « - 

70,152,309 


= ” 4»554 : »8 : 6 

= 94,824 : II : 6 

= £> J9>73<^ : 7 : o 


Hence there appears a balance of nineteen thouland 
feven hundred and thirty pounds and feven ihillings re¬ 
maining in the funds for repairs, furniture, utcniils, and 
other contingencies. 

We do not include in the above eftimates the eftablifli- 
ment of the Patriarch, whkh is very conliderable on ac¬ 
count of his great dignity. His Eminence takes precedence 
of all .the Bifliops and *Archbifhops of the kingdorft, is 
Firft Chaplain to the King, and a Cardinal of the Con-» 
fiftory at Rome. The principal revenue of his facrcd 
office arifes from the tribute of the general mines j he has 

* 6 
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‘ alfo a large endowment in church lands, and five thou- 
fand fix hundred and twenty-five pounds fterling a-year 
out of the Royal Treafury. At the loweft computation 
we may ftate the whole at thirty thoufand pounds per an¬ 
num. Then the total amount of the eftablifliment of the 
Patriarchal Church will ’be 144,5 5 4 /. ‘ 18 r. bd. 

« 

Loretto. 

ft 

i 

The Loretto Church, built by the Pope's Nuncio a few * 
years ago, is held in high eftimation for its architedlure ; 
but its admirers muft lee excellencies in it that I could not 
perceive; and I am inclined to fiifped that any reputation 
it has obtained in that refpe'ft'is owing, not to its intrinfic 
merit, but from its being defigned in Italy. In the days 
of Palladio this would have been a ftrong recommendation; 
we cannot, however, allow that privilege to the Italians 
of the prefent age, whole tafte in architedture is funk as 
low as that of moft other nations of Europ'e, by the Bor¬ 
romini, the Bibiena, and their difciples, the modern Van¬ 
dals of that degenerated nation. 

Nervdefs in Jloth^ enfeebling qrts thy boq/l^ 

Ob! Italy^ bow falhn^ how low^ how loft / Camoens* 

« • 

There are feveral labourers employed in finking the 
•mountain juft by ^his Church, for the purpofe of building 
dwclling-houfes; and it is curious to obferve, that as far 
as they have hitherto funk, which in fome parts is about 

thirty 
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thirty feet, they found nothing but a reddifli clay, or fand, 
mixed with ftrata of petrified fiiells, chiefly of the crufta- 
ccous kind. Several hundred cart-loads of thele fhells have 
been cleared away from this fpot; the height of which 
above the fea apparently is not lefs than three hundred and 
fifty feet. 

As we are in jdie neighbourhood of the Francifean 
Church, we cannot help noticing the infcriptional ftone 
^ placed in the North-eaft aJigle of it. There is another, 
of a fimilar nature, in the front of the Cartno Church, 
We fhall not annex their fubllme contents ; for the ho¬ 
nour of our holy religion we wifli they were taken down 
or if that be contrary to the preferiptions or laws of thele 
Churches, perhaps there is no law in force againft turning, 
them infide out. 


Church of St. Roque, 

This Church formerly belonged to the Jefuits. Therer 
is nothing in the arehitefture very remarkable for excel¬ 
lence of defign or execution, though indeed it may be 
juftly confidered a very neat Church. The walls and 
ceiling exhibit feme good pictures in frefco. But what is 
moft deferving of attention is a fmall Chapel dedicated to- 
St. John the Baptift, the moft valuable of its fize, per¬ 
haps, in Europe. Among the material^ with which it is- * 
decorated, we obferve lapis lazuli. Oriental granite, por- 

11 
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* phyry, amcthyft, alabafter, verde antique, corallino, fciena 
and carara marbles. 

There are aWb three beautiful pictures in it, executed 
in mofaick in a mafterly manner; one is placed in a 
deuxtyle over the altar, reprefenting the Baptifm of our 
Saviour; the other two, namely, the Annunciation and the 
Defcent of the Holy Ghoft, are placed one at each fide of 
the altar. The floor is likeWe of mofaick, embelliflied 
' with borders of treillage^ and Un armillary fphere in the 
centre. The columns and dado of the altar are of lapis 
lazuli; the table of the latter is fupported at the angles 
by cherubs of filver, and accompanied by two lofty can- 
delabri of the fame metal. ^The fhafts of the columns are 
formed into ftria; by fillets of'^gold. 

According to thofe who rate the expence of thefe pre¬ 
cious appendages at the loweft, they cofl: two millions of 
crufadosy or two hundred and twenty-five thouland pounds 
fterling. They were executed at Rome by the moft emi- 
. nent artifts of that city, at the defire of King John the 
•Fifth, who prefented them to the Jefuits of St. Roque, 
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-one. 

I Every admirer of the fine arts muft regret to find fuch 
admirable produftions fqueezed -into an obfcure chapel or 
, cell, not more than feventeen feet long by twelve li’oad^ 
SLt the fide of the church. 


Mew 




Ntfto Church. 

the New Church, built b^ her prefent Majefty, is the 
largeft and moft magnificent edifice raifed in Liibon fince 
the fatal earthquake. It is faid to have coft five millions 
of crufados ; that is, five huncjrcd and fixty-two thoufand 
five hundred pounds fterling, The plan is in the form 
t)f• a crofs, and runs nearly Eaft and Weft; ind^d the^ 

. Portuguefe, in founding their Churches, are not f«ry par-* 
ticular in this refpea. They, generally adapt the afpeft 
to the fituation, a ctiftom worthy of our imitation; as 
that ’ great Being, in honour of whom they are ralied, is 
equally prefent at tKc Nortjt ^and the South, at the Haft 

and the Weft. 

The centre is crowned with a magnificent dome of 
hewn ftone rifing over the quadrangle at the interfe<ftion of 
the nave and tranfept, which is gradually formed into a 
circle by pendentives fpringing from ,the angles of the 
piers. In point of qjcecution this dome has great merit; 
and no wonder; for where ftiall we meet with fuch excel¬ 
lent ftonc-cutters as in Portugal ? Perhaps not in Euroj^. 
Truth will not allow us, however,’ to fay as much for its • 

archite^s. 

» 

In the whole Church, indeed, as for as relates to thele 

artifans, there is nothing to cenfiire, and but very little 

% n to 
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• to praife -that telates to the architea We fl»U take no 
noL of the towers, nor of the baU that cto^ Ae cupWaj 
a little knowledae of optics or perfpeaive ought have re¬ 
medied what is Lifs in 

frtsrl, Sing mate w« ireqtiired to make ^em as they 
ought id be, than a moderate kncwloigB 

i ^!te»iite xhe columnsofthefonAev, mfteadof fup- 

porting the Voftoftruass fliiWn but a dWniffied enia- 
•blatuilf siha even thU is intermitted •, hence, the alumna 
iteof no resd or apfhnent.nfc whatever. An Athemra 
would iiftagine they were expofcd ’ S W 

James’s in London, mi^t apply it, with equal propriety, 

to the above coluoins: 

■ ' ' • ' ' • [ 

Care Cokme^ cbefinteja t 

^on lojafptaitto ttt vefitd ! 

Tell me, dear Columns, vAy do you ft^d fo ? 

Indeed, Mt. Paf^uin, we ribally dont know. 


Ctmury of the Britifi FaBorjf. 

. The Cemetery, or Burying^ground, bcl^^ t 
BriUBi Faaory, w fituated at the North^w^ < 
city, ana is the only expofcd Burymg^gronnd in Ldbon 


_ 
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, « 

Tl|e fdl others of the Catl^olic comrnunion, 

whg dje here, Ji^crred in the c^yptical toipbs of the 
churohes. When the corpfe is reported, it is ilrewd 
with lime, to di^plve it the more fpeedily, apd to prevent 
my unplea%nt fmeU* . » . 


The difeafed, s^pedrding to lpw, muft not remain difin- 
terred more i th^-fowr^apd-tweinty hours j a very falutary 
regulation, called fpr by the heat of the climate j for, 
admitting it were poffihlis that one in a thonfand might be 
brought to life by cofttipuing unboned, as with us, for 
the fpace of five or fijt daysi*it is uiore than prob^lc, that 
thoufands would fajl a i^ficC; to the,oaf:pctiiU^t. 


' ' # ‘ 

This Burying-grdund Was ailigned to the Englifii about 
the year one thoufend fix hundred and fifty-five, agre»bly 
to the fourteenth altiqk of the Treaty of Alliance con¬ 
cluded between England j||d Portugal in the time pf 
Oliver Cromwell, The article alfo includes the 

reftriaions to whiph the EngHfiii arc fubjea with regard to 
the exercife of their religion. w a copy of it: 

I 

.« And forafinuch at the Hghts of peace and conuperce 

would be null and ufelefs^vif the people of the %publi<; 

“ of. England ftiould'be difturbed for ponfcienc«-fake, 

“ when they pafs to and from the kingdoipa ajid doipi- 

“ nions of the laid iUng of Portugar, or refide there for 

“ the lake of exchaiiging their .merebandize* That coip- 

7. 9* “ mcrce 



J7« t R A V E L18 IN * P O R t U G A L. 

N 

* M mercejnay, therefore, be &ce and fecure both by land 
and lea, th< ^id King of Portugal lhall take e^£lual 
“ care, and provide, that they be not mcdefted by any 
“ perfon, court, or tribunal, upon account of the faid 
“ confciencc, or for having with them, or uling, any 
Englilh Bibles or other boiks; and that it (hall be free 
“ for the people of the Republic to obferve and profefs 
“ their own religion in private houfea, together with their 
“ families, within any ^ the dominions of the faid King 
of Portugal whatfoever; fame to exercife on . 

“ board their (hips and veffels as they (hall think fit, 

“ without any trouble or hindrance; and finally, that a 
“place be afligncd for the bt^al of their de^. But 
“ withal, the Englilh are cautioned not to exceed what is 
“ written in this article/* 


Among the remains of the Britiih fubje^s interred in 
the above Cemetery^ are of the c^brated Henry 

Fielding; butj I regret without a monument, or 

any other obfequious mark* of diftindion, (uitable to his 
great talenfs and virtues. 

A 

« 

In the year one thoufand &ven hundred and eighty-fix, 
the Chev. dc^ St. Mark de Meyrionet, the French ponful, 
who* then redded at Lifi>on, had, a finall monument made 
for that purpofe at his own ei^^ce, whidi remains to 
this daj^. in the cloifter of the Francifean convent Why 
it has not been admitted ipto the Burying'^gnmnd I could 

not 
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not learn; but thofe who have excluded it were certainly ‘ 
juftified for more reafbns than one; In the place, 
as a monument,' it is a verjr contemptible deiign. Se¬ 
condly, the epitaph is unappropriate and unpoetical. 
And, thirdly, it appears to-be made rather from vanity 
than gratitude; < rather with a view to confer honour on 
himfelf and his country, than to perpetuate the me¬ 
mory of Henry Fifilding. This appears evident from the 
lafr line of the epitaph^ of which we here annex a 
. copy. 


Erige en 1786, a Umry Ficl^ng mort em 1754. 

« 

Sous ces cypres cliamiers, paAnl ces os muets, 

Tu cherches de Fielding les reftes memorables; 

De la mort et du temps deplore les efiets, 

Ou d^tefte plutdt I’oubli de fes femblables. 

11 $ ^l^vent par-tout des marbres £iftueux, 

Un bloc reconnoiilant ici manque a tea voeux, 

£t ton pas mcertain craint de fouler la cendre, 

Sur laquelle tes pleurs cberchdnt k fe r^pandre. 

Vieillard, qui ditniis tout dans un profond. filcnce, 

Ne dilTous point ce marbri a Fielding coniacr6 ! 

X^’aux filcles a venir il anriVe facr^, 

Pour rhonneur de mon nom et celui de la France! 


The 
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The followii^ lines we«e by way of JEpitaph to 

Henry Fielding, by Mr. §inar!;.. , ■ : . 

a , . ‘ 

The mafter of the Greek and Roman page. 

The lively fcorner of a venal age, 

Who made the pubUc* laugh at poUic vice, 

Or drew from Iparlding eyes, the pearl of price; 

Student of Nature, reader of mankind,. 

In whom the poet ahd the patron joihM. 

As free to ^ve applbufes as aiT^, 

And Ikilful in the pra^ice of defert. 

Hence power confign’d the laws to thy command. 

And put the fcales of juftfcp in thine hand, 

, To .Hand protedor^pf the otphan race. 

And find the femalp penitent a* place. 

PrOm toils like thefis, too gr^ for eye to bear. 

From pain, &om ficknefs, and a world of care. 

From children and a widow in her bloom, 

From fhores remfite, and from a foreign, tomb; 

Gall’d by the Word or jLirfi, thou lhalt appear 
To pleafe and profit in a higher iphere. 

Where endlefs hope, uoperilhable .gain, • 

Are what the Scoptures* teach and entertain. 


Royal, Mmafidiy of Bdem* 

On the banks of the Tagus, sdx^t five iniles South-weft 
of* Lifbon, is fituated the magmficent Church and Mona- 
Hery of Belem, founded by King Emanuel, in the year 
one thoufand four hundred and ninety-nine, and completed 

4 by 
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by his and fuccellbr, John the Third, for the Friars of 
the Order of Si, yermytftQ^ Over the portal of ’the Mo- 
naftery we ob&rve the following infcriptioo, or diilich, 
faid to have been written bjr the celebrated Andri de 
Refmde .* 

Vasta mole sacrum Divinje in litore Matri 
Rex posuit ReguJI Maximus Emmanuel. 

AuXIT opus HifiRSS ReSI^I, ST PlSTATIS UTERQUE 
StRUGTURA CSRTANT, KELiaiONE PARES. 

' * 

Providence fortunately fav|;d this beautiful ftruflbure 
from the deil^ruAive of the memorable earthquake* 

of one thouland ieven hundred and hfty-five, except the 
great arch of the tianiept, yrltich received a ihock in that 
dilafter j in confequence of which it fell the enfuing year. 
The Chevalier Frezier makes refpcAful mention of the 
vaulting of this church, than whom, 1 know but very few 
writers more competent to judge of .thele matters. 

• t * 

On ptut remarquer dans les ancienms Eglsfes Cloi^ 
ires Gothiques, une varieti admirable de compartimens'f 
ce que jai vu de plus beau ^ de mieux execute dans,ce 
genref eft au Monaftere de Bethlehem^ auprh de Lijbonne 
en Portugal, tartt a VEglife qu tfu Cloitre, oti la plupart 
des netyures font de Marbre. 

* * a 

We may pbferve in the ancient Gothic churches and 

cloiftcrs an admirable variety of compartments j the moft 

• beautiful 
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« 4 k ' 

‘ beautiful and beft executed of the kind that I have fcen, 
are in the Monaftery Belem, near Lifbon in Portugal, 
as vvrell with regard to the church as the cloifter, where 
inofl: of the ribs are of marble. , 

Traite de Stereotomie^ tom, iii, p. 28. , 
< 

Merc are interred many of the Iloyal families of Portu¬ 
gal, and other perfonages of. diftindion, as may be col- 
Icded froni the infcriptions of their- monuments. The 
‘w'hole is executed in a fpecies of architedure compounded 
of the Norman*Gothic, an 4 Arabian ftyles. The cloifter 
.'icljoining to the church exhibits fotne excellent fpecimens 
of Arabefque ornaments j they are dcfigned with a good 
deal of tafte and f^y, and, ejtecuted with care. 

The founder of this noble fabric, ereded in the river 
oppofite to the church a ftrong tower, with two batteries 
and feveral pieces of cannon, to defend both the Monaftery 
and the entrance to the capital. Joleph* the Firft alfo 
built an excellent quay with wharfs near the fame place. 

This Monaftery was founded in the year cme thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-fix, for the Nuns of the Order of 
St. Jcronymo; but, through the munifid^nce of Queen 
Louiza de Gufman, it was afterwards fk apait for females, 
natives of Ireland, who entered into holy wders.. It is 

dedicated 
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dedicated to St. Dominick, and under the controul of the 
Abbot-general of that Order, or his depute, the Redor of 
the Irifh Dominican Convent at Lifbon. It maintains 
two Chaplains, who are alfo of the fame Order, and na¬ 
tives of Ireland. 

I 

Irijh Convent,. 

The Irifli Convent, or College of the Dominican Order, 
'was founded in the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
fifty-nine, by Queen Luiza de Gufman, who inftitutcd 
the Irifli nunnery above mentioned. That Convent was 
entirely deftroyed by the' earthquake of one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-five.* 'It is recorded that one of 
the Fathers, animated by a pious zeal to preferve the 
facred pax, ruflied into the midft of the ruins during the 
violence of the earthquake, brought it forth, and walked 
with it in proceffion to the church of St. Ifabel, attended 
by a vaft coneburfe of people, imploring the Divine 
mercy. 

After feveral years had elapfed, the Fathers were en¬ 
abled to rebuild their little feiliinary and church, through 
the munificence of the humane. Some refpeftable Catholic 
families ‘in Ireland gave donations for that purpofe; but 
the greater part of the expence was defrayed by the bene- * 
volent people of Portugal. 


A A 
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The Inhabitants of the Convent, at prefent, are about 
eighteen, exclufive of fervants; they live chiefly on vo¬ 
luntary contributions. The ftudents are remarkably docile 
and fober; even the Portu^efe, whofe career from youth 
to age is rarely chequered with fallies of intemperance, hold 
them as models of imitiatlon to the probationers of their 
monafteries. King Jofeph the Pirfl: had a particular efteem 
for thefe Fathers, though he .once made a witty remark on 
them. One evening he obferved, from the balcony of his 
palace, four or five of them crofling the Tagus in a ferry- . 
boat, in which there were fome females. “ Your Ma- 
“ jefty’s Irifli Friars,” faid one of the Lords in waiting, 

“ are fond of mixing with the Ladies.” I am not afraid 

of their making love to them^ replied the King, I would 
fooner truf them with my wife than the hey of my cellar. 

Perhaps there is not in the code of Irilh profcriptions 
a law that more clearly manifefls the wretched policy of 
that country, than that which relates to the exdufibn of 
Roman Catholic feminaries of education. You accufe 
their paftors with illiterature, whilft you adopt the moft 

* cruel means of making them ignorant j and their peafantry 
with untraftablenefs, whilft you deprive them of the 
means of civilization. But that is not all; you have de¬ 
prived them at once of their religion, their liberty, their 

• oak, "and their harp, and left them to deplore their fate, 
not in the drains of their anceftors, but in the fighs of 

oppreflion. 
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oppreffion. I would willi to draw a veil over thefe griev¬ 
ances, which, thank God, are diminifliing every day, as 
the beams of more enlightened legiflature begins to dawn 
on that long-negleded ifle. 

Lijbon AqueduEi. 

This Aquedud 'may be juftly confidered one of the 
moft magnificent monuments of modern conilrudion in 
. Europe j and in point of magnitude, is not inferior, pey- • 
haps, to any Aquedudl the ancients have left us. That 
part of it which is lituated in the valley of Alcantara, 
about a mile from Lifbon,. is an admirable ftrudlure ; con¬ 
fiding of thirty-five arches^ J)y which the water is con¬ 
veyed over a deep vale, formed by two oppofite mountains. 
The dimenfions of it, in the moft deprefled part of the 
vale, are as follow: 

Feet. Inchc*. 

Height of the arch from the ground to the Intrados - 230 10 

From the verwex of the arch to the extrados, cxcluflve 

of the parapet . - *. - - 98 

From the extrados to the top of the ventilator - * 234 


Total height from the ground to the fummit of the 


ventilator - • - 

263 

10 

Breadth of the principal arch 

107 

8 • 

Breadth of the piers of the principal arch 

- 28* 

0 

Thicknefs of the piers in general 

- . 23 

8* 




The arches on each fide of the principal one diminifh 
in breadth, as the piers whereibn they reft decreafe in 

A A 2 height. 
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height,with the declivity of the hills. In examining the 
»rcfpe£tive dimenfions of the feveral arches, I find they do 
not reciprocally diminifli in geometrical progreflion; in¬ 
deed it is obvious to the eye, a very great obftrudion tO’ 
the beauty of the perfpe(ftive. The reader who is not ac¬ 
quainted with that ufcful problem, will find it fufficiently 
illuftrated in Traite de Stereotomie^ by the Chev, Frezier^ 
tom, ii. p4120. pi. XXXV. • 

« 

It would alfo contribute to the beauty of the ftrudurei * 
if all the arches were curves of the fame fpecies; inftead 
of which there are fourteen of them Gothic, or pointed 
arches in a range; the reft are femicircular. The architedt 
leems to have been apprehdhfive that the principal arches, 
if made femicircular, would become very expenfive, on 
account of their requiring a higher extrados than pointed 
arches to keep them in equilibrium; fince there is no arch, 
except the catenaria, that will fupport itfelf without an^ 
incumbent weight proportionable to the lubtenfe. 

In the reft of the Aquedudl there is much judgment 
difplayed. No part of it has failed, or appears to have 
received the leaft injury from‘the great earthquake; a. proof 
of^ the excellence of the contignation. 

Over the arches there runs a vaulted corridor, nine feet 
fix inches high, by five feet broad, internally. A con¬ 
tinued paflage runs through the cenpre of it, for the 

3 people 
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people who conftantly attend to keep it in order, and a ’ 
femicircular channel, or conduit, of thirteen inches dia¬ 
meter at each fide through which the water is conveyed. 

It is worthy of remark,, that \hefe channels are laid, not 
in an inclined direftion, as in other Aqueduds, but ho¬ 
rizontally; to compenfate for this, a fmall depreflion is 
made at certain intervals, by which the water is impelled 
, along the horizontal line; ,a manner fuppofed to require 
lefs declenfion in conveying water than a continued in- 
• dined line. There are two thoroughfares for foot-paf-* 
fengers along the Aqucdu£b;.that is, one at each fide of 
the corridor, which is five feet wide, and defended by a 
ftone parapet. 

• • 

From the remains of fome ancient walls which were found 
here, it is fuppofed that the Romans who inhabited Lufi- 
tania attempted to build an Aquedud in the place where 
the prefent one is railed. 

King Emanuel had a fimilar work in contemplation, by 
which he propofed conveying the water to the Praqa do • 
Rofcioy and there to ereft a munificent fountain. Thfe 
defign was made agreeably to his orders by Francifco do 
Olhando; it confifted of a figure reprefenting Lifbon * 
Handing on a column, guarded by four elephants, from 
whofe trunks the water was to have ifiued. But Emanuel* 
had many more important defigns to execute, . and there-- 
fore left this unfiniflied. 

The’ 
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Tlic Infanta Dm Lutz^ in the reign of John the Third, 
reftjmed the idea of the Aquedud, but failed likewife in 
the execution of it. Luis Marinho faya, the fenate of 
Liibon made a colledion for that purpofe, amounting to 
fix hundred thoufand crufadosy which was laviflied in 
public rejoicings at the entry :of Philip the Third of 
Spain. 

ft 

The honour of cxccutingthis noble ftrudure was rcferved 
* for John the Fifth. This munificent Prince laid the foun- . 
dation df it in the year on^ thoufand feven hundred and 
thirteen, and in nineteen years after, the whole was com¬ 
pleted. The city of Lilbon, in teftimony of their gra¬ 
titude, raifed an arch to his ijiemory, wherein, among other 
infcriptions, we obferve the following: 


JOANNES . V. 

LtJSITANORUM . REX. 

JUSTUS . PIUS . AUG. FELIX . P. P. 

LUSITANIA . IN . PACE . STABILJTA. 

VIRIBUS . GLORIA . OPIBUS . FIRMATA . 

. PROFUGATIS ! DIFFICULTATIBUS . 

IMO . PROPE . VICTA . NATURA 
PERENNES , AQUAS . IN . URBEM . INVEXIT . 

ET . 

BREVI. UNDEVIGENTI*. ANNORUM . SPATIO . 

MINfMO . PUBLICO . 

IMMENSUM . OPUS . CONFECIT . 
GRATITUDINIS . ERGO . 

OPTIMO . PRINCIPI . 

E'r. 

PUBLICAi. UTILITATIS . AUCTORI. 

HOC . MONUMENTUM . POS . Si P. Q^O. 

ANNO. D. MD CCXXXVIII. 

I * Manoel 
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Manoel da Maya was the name of the architect who 
deiigned and fuperintended the execution of the above 
Aquedudt. The expence of it was partly defrayed by a- 
tax of one Rei upon every pound of meat fold in the capi¬ 
tal. Of the produce of that tax we may form fome idea 
from the following ftatement. 


Quantity of'Butchers Meat fold at the Shambles of Lifion 

in the Tear 1789. 


• 

Weight in Arrobas* 

*7985 Oxen 

- 324895T 

1279 Calves 

6033 

27562 Sheep . - * 

- 18730^ 

11927 Hogs - , 

- 3 i 97 *v 


381630 

An Arroba is 32 Ib. 

Total weight in lbs. 

12212160 


The confumption of flefti meat is greatly reduced here 
by the quantity of frefti and fait filh, with which the 
markets are conftantly fupplied. The poor in general on* 
days of abftinence ufe fait filh, imported by Englifh fhips 
from Newfoundland j they call, it Bacalhao. In the year ' 
one thqjifand feven hundred and eighty-nine, there, arrived 
at Lifbon fixty Ihips partly laden with this fiftij which, ^ 
according to the entries at the cuftom-houfe, weighed 
fifty-nine thoufand and feventy-three quintals. 


There 



184 TRAVELS IN'* PORTUGAL. 

There are many other public buildings befides dwelling- 
houfes in Lilbon well defcrving of notice; to defcribe them 
all, would exceed the limits of this work: but there are 
few or no ancient remains of architecture to be found 
there, which is very extraordinary of a city that boafts 
luch remote antiquity. ' An aicient inicriptional ftone is 
now and then difcovered in digging for foundations, but 
very little more. I have given in pl 4 te VIH, copies of 
fuch fragments of this kind as^ came within my obferva- 
tion. The infcription A was found in a fubterranean . 
cave in Rua Bella da Rainha^ in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy. The other four, viz* B, C, 
D, E, were difcovered in a firailar manner; the originals 
from whence thefe were copied, may be feen in the wall 
of a houfe at the corner of Magdalen Street. 


. Charitable Injlitutions. 

« 

Public charities have always been confidered as a lead¬ 
ing feature in the charader of every nation. When the rich 
'lhare part of their fuperfluities with the indigent, when 
the healthy by their labour contribute to fuccour the 
• feeble and diftrefled, then humanity performs the bell 
offices of fociety. Portugal is not deficient in this refpedl; 
• for the people, though not compelled by law, contribute 
voluntarily to tKe fupport of different charitable inftitu- 
tions. 




Here 
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Here is a foundling holpital, properly named the 
Miferkordia ; on the outfide of it is a cradle where the 
infant is laid, of which notice, is given by the ringing of 
a bell. Thefe foundlings, as they advance in years, are 
carefully inftrufted in the principles of religion and mo¬ 
rality ; at a proper age male children are apprenticed to 
refpedlable tradefmqp, and the girls put to fervice. In 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine the 
number of children received into this Hofpital amounted 
* to one thoufand two hundred and feventy-nine. 


Of thefe there died 
Claimed by their father^ 
Given out to nurfe 
Reared in the Hofpital 


405 

4 

853 

*7 


The Royal Hofpital of St. Jofeph receives the infirm of 
both lexes of every nation j it is very well attended by 
phyficians and niirfes; the patients are comfortably lodged, 
and in every refpeft well treated. In the year one thou¬ 
fand feven hundred and eighty-nine, the number of pa-. 
tients received into this Hofpital amounted to ii,C20 
Remained in it fiiice the foregoing year - 778 



Total 

11,7^8 

Of the above number there died 

in the fame year 

• 

1,308 

Difcharged as cured 

- « - 

9,688 

Remained under cure 

• 

802 

• B B 


Befides 



i86 TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 

Befides the above charitable inftitution^, there are (o- 
cleties liere called the Brotherhood of the Mifericordia 
who are conftantly performing adls of charity. Thefe 
venerable focieties proteft ‘and comfort the diftrelled of 
every religion, fed, or country, within the limits of their 
obfervation. They are' not content to await the folicita- 
tion of the afflided, but feek them out in their wretched 
habitations, and adminifter to their wants. They take 
orphans and poor children of indigent parents under 
‘ their protedion, and rear them till they arrive at a proper ■ 
age to be fent as apprentices; then they ptit them under 
the care of relpedable tradelmen, and do not with¬ 
draw their guardianfliip till they are edablilhed in their 
refpedivc trades, unlefs th®y, forfeit it by ill behaviour. 
The females who are reared by them in a fimilar manner 
muft be very. circumfped in their condud; when their 
charaders are irreproachable, induilrious tradefmen make 
choice of them for their wives, as well for the lake of the 
dowry to which they are entitled, as to gain the patronage 
of the brotherhood. 


* Thefe humane focieties vifit the gaols and hofpitals, and 
fend provifions to the different prifoners who have neither 
money nor friends to fupport them, and fuch of them as 
are ‘detained for the gaoler’s fees, after being acquitted, are 
‘liberated through their humane bounty. When a delin¬ 
quent is condemned to die, they vifit him conftantly, they 
confole him and accompany him to the place of execution, 

exhorting 
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exhorting him to repentance. Their humanity docs not ’ 
reft here; it extends to the grave, and even beyond the 
grave; for the remains of the vidtim are interred with 
decency, and a number of maffes offered up for his foul. 
They perform fimilar offices for every perfon who dies in 
indigent circumftances. ■ Indeed k would be almoft im- 
poffible to enumerate all the beneficent ads of the venera¬ 
ble Brotherhood of* the Mifepcordia^ ads founded on the 
pureft principles of humanity and religion, without the leaft 
. alloy of oftentation or hypocrify. Oh merciful friends of* 
the human fpecies, how great, the reward that awaits you 
when fummoned before the great Tribunal of Mercy! 
Nor is Liibon the only place where thefe pious inftitutions 
are cftabliftied; they extend, to every city and town in 
the kingdom, and every part fubjed to the crown of 
Portugal. We fincerely wifti they extended every where, 
and were limited only by the limits of the globe. 


Obfervations on the Laws of Portugal. 

The King in perfon is fuppofed to prefide in all crimi- ■ 
nal courts of judicature, and the Judges, who derive their 
authority immediately from* him, may pronounce fentence 
of death on delinquents tried and found guilty; but exe- * 
cution is exprefsly forbidden till the expiration of twenty 
days after faid fentence, in order that the criminal may 
have an opportunity of reviewing his trial, and protefting 
againft fuch points in it as do not exadly bear upon the 

5 B 2 offence. 


c 
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offence. This law was jfirft promulged by Alfonfo the 
Second at Coimbra, in the year one thoufand two hundred 
and eleven. 

Several prifbners, purfuant to this decree, have protratSted 
their lives for many year^. A ftriking inftance of this ap¬ 
peared during the adminiftration of the Marquis de Pombal 
this Minifter ordered a return to be made of all the pri- 
foners in the kingdom, with ‘the nature of their alleged 
.crimes, and duration of confinenlent. The abufes pradifed . 
by the officers of the prifons gave rile to the inquiry, for 
it was cuftomary with the gaolers to liberate the prifoners 
on their parole on receiving a proportionate gratuity. 

/ 

Among the number thus enlal-ged, there happened one on 
whom fentence of death had been palled feven years anterior 
to the above order ; during which interval he lived in the 
countiy, and earned his bread very honeftly. The gaoler 
now fummoned him to appear, he inftantly obeyed, re¬ 
entered the condemned ccllj^- and was ordered for execu¬ 
tion ; but ©n a reprefentation of his condudt being made 
to the King, he was pardoned in conlideration of his 
pundtual regard to his promilp, and the blamelefs cha- 
radler he maintained in the neighbourhood wherein he 
worked. 

• « 

% 

There is one great defedt in the adminiftration of the 
criminal law, which calls loudly for redrefs. Prifoners 

committed 
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committed on alleged crimes, are fuffered to remain many ' 
years in prifon before they are brought to trial. If in 
the interval an innocent man fliould die, he finks into the 
grave with all the accumulate infamy of a delinquent. 

i 

During the reign of'John the Second and of his fuc- 
cefifor Emanuel, criminals, inftead of being put to death, 
were employed in the Portuguefe fleets that vifited Africa 
or Afia, and fent upon hazardous expeditions in the 
• newly difcovered countries. If they fucceeded in the ob-* 
jedl of their enterprife, their jcrimes were expiated for the 
fervice they rendered to the ftate; and it was not unufual 
to find men of this defcription, after a few years, reformed 
in mind and manners, aqd, become ufeful members of 
Ibciety. The punifhment of tranfporting criminals to 
foreign iettlements alfo originated with the Portuguefe, a 
mode of punifliment, perhaps of all others, attended with 
the moft falutary confequences to the criminal and the 
community. • 

The Clergy, I am informed, are not confined for of¬ 
fences in the common prifons, there is one called the Al- 
jube fet apart for them; this prifon is fituate near the pa¬ 
triarchal church, and under the jurifdidion of the Patriarch. . 
Formerly the Clergy could only be arraigned by the canon 
law; but this privilege has been lately fet afide; they are* 
now amenable to the civil law, an ordinance which gives 
great fatisfadion to the kingdon; at large. 

13 


There 
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* There is a prifon at the South end of the city, on the 
verge of the Tagus, which at prefent is unoccupied. 
During the adminiftration of the potent minifter it 
much crowded, particularly when the edid was firft iffucd 
for the expulhon of the Jefuits. 

This prifon may be confidered as the Baftile of Portu¬ 
gal j the ftrength of its walls, gratings and cells, ftrike 
the fpedator with horror; and what renders it ftill more 
terrific, is a contiguous rope-walk, in which many an • 
unhappy prifoner imagined Ije faw his deftiny fpun, 

Imprifonment for debt was abolilhed by an edid in one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-four; in its ftead the 
law has prefcribed a more equitable mode to fatisfy the 
reafonable demands of the creditor. 

The Englifii fubjeds who refide here are exempted, in 
fome degree, from the eftablifiied laws of. the country, 
as fpecified in the following articles of the Treaty of one 
thoufand fix hundred and fifty-four: 

. 

« 

Acticle VII.—“ For the judging of all caufes relating 
^ to the people of this Republic, a Judge Confervator 
“ Ih^l be deputed, from whom no manner of appeal fhall 

be granted, except to the Senate of Rellaqaon^ where the 

law-fuits commenced, and appealed to that court fhall 

be determined within the fpace of four months.” 

• * 

A 

4 Article 
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Article VIII. “ That if any of the people of this 
Republic ihall die within the kingdoms and dominions of 
the moft Serene King of Portugal, the books, accounts, 
goods, and affcts belonging *to them, or to others of the 
people of this Repulic, {hall not be feized nor pollelled 
by the judges of the orphans aAd perfons abfent, or by 
their minifters and officers; nor fhall they be liable to 
their jurifdi<ftion; but the lame goods, merchandize, 
and accounts fliall be delivered to the Englilh fa<£l:ors or 
procurators refiding in that place, who are nominated* 
or deputed by the deceafed i but if the defunct, whilft 
living, did not nominate any, then the laid goods, mer¬ 
chandize, and accounts fhall, by the authority of the 
Judge Confervator, be d^Jivered to two or more Englifh 
merchants refiding in the place, and approved of by 
the Englifh Conful, after having given fecurity, by un¬ 
exceptionable bondfmen, (who fhall alfb be approved 
by the fame Englifh Conful,) for reftoring the faid goods, 
merchandize, and accounts to the right owners, or to 
their true creditors; and the goods which fhall appear 
to have been the deceafed’s, fhall be delivered to his 
heirs, executors, or creditors.” 

Article XIII. That none who arc commonly 
calted Alcaydes, (/. e. Bailiffs,) or any other officers of 
his Royal Majefty, fhall feize or arreQ any of tliC people 
of this Republic, of what rank or condition foever, 

“ except 
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“ except in a criminal caufe, being detected in any fla- 

‘ ‘ grant' fadt, iinlefs he be firft impowered in writing by 

“ the Judge Confervator; and that the aforefaid people, 

“ in all other refpcdls, as td their perfons, domeftics, and 

“ dwellings, books of accounts, interefts, merchandize, 

“ and all other goods 'belonging to them, ihall enjoy 

“ equal and the fame immunity within the dominions of 

“ the moft Serene King of Pqrtugal, ffom imprifonment, 

“ arrefts, and other moleftations whatfoever, as already is, 

or (hall hereafter be granted to any other Prince or people • 

“ whatfoever in alliance witji the King of Portugal; nor 

“ (hall they be hindered by any permit or protedlion,. to 

“ be granted by the faid King «to his lubjedts, or others 

“ frequenting his dominions, .from recovering their debts; 

* ‘ but they (hall have a right to fue any man to juftice for 

“ the recovery of any juft debt, although he be fheltered 

“ under the patronage or protedtion of any perfon what- 

“ foever, or fecured by any Alvar a, or written law, or 

“ whether he be a farmer of the revenues, or invefted with 

“ any other privilege/’ 

% 

' Whether fome claufes of the above ai tides have not been 
modified during the adminifttation of the Marquis de 
• Pombal, I am not very certain; but the greateft part, if 
not the whole of them, ftill continue in force. 


Methuen 
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Methuen Treaty. 

m 

The laft Treaty of Commerce concluded between 
Portugal and England was • in the reign of Queen Anne. 
This is commonly called the Methuen Treaty, on account 
of its being ratified^ on the part of Great Britain by John 
Methuen Efquire. As it is* very fhort, wc lhall give a 
copy of it. • , 

A Treaty of Commerce betwixt the mofi Serene Lady 
Anne, i^ueen of Great, Britain, and the mofi Serene 
Lord Don Peter, King of Portugal and of the Al- 
garves, &c. agreed upon and concluded in Lijbon, the 
2']th of December 1703. 

Article I. “ His Sacred Royal Majefty of Portugal 
“ promiles, both in his own name and that of his fuc- 
“ ceflbrs, to admit for ever hereafter into Portugal the 
“ woollen cloths, and the reft of the woollen 'manufac- 
“ tures of the Britons, as was accuftomed till they wer© 
“ prohibited by the laws. Nevertlielefs, upon this con- 
“ dition j that is to fay. 

Article II. “ That her Sacred Royal Majefty of, 
“ Great Britain lhall, in her own name and that of her 
“ fucceflbrs, be obliged for ever hereafter to admit the 

c c * “ wines 


► 



194 TRAVELS I n' PORTUGAL. 

“ wines of the growth of Portugal into Britain ; fo that 
“ at no time, whether there fhall be peace or war between 
“ the kingdoms of Britain and France, any thing more 
“ fhall be demanded for thefe wines by the name of cuf- 
“ tom or duty, or by any other title whatfoever, direAly 
‘ ‘ or indireftly, (whethdr they fhall be imported into Great 
“ Britain in pipes or hogfheads, or other cafks) than what 
“ fhall be demanded for the like quantity or meafure 
“ of French wine, deducing or abating one half of the 
" “ cuftpm or duty. But if at any time this dedudtion or ^ 
“ abatement of cuftoms, which is to be made as afore- 
“ faid, fhall in any manner be attempted and prejudiced, 

“ it fhall be juft and lawful for his Sacred Royal Majefty 
** of Portugal again to prohjbit the woollen cloths, and 
“ the reft of the Britifh woollen manufadfures. 

“ Given at Lifbon, the 27th of the month of 
“ December 1703. 

“ yohn Methuen^ L. S.” 

4 

As the. trade of England with Portugal is well known, 
we fhall not recapitulate it here: but as that of Ireland 
w*ith Portugal is not generally known, fomp account of 
the fame may not be uninterefting. A^gcntleman refiding 
in Lifbon, who has good information in thefe matters, 
favoured me with the following paper, which I' believe 
has not been hitherto publifhed : 


Trade 
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Trade of Portugal with Ireland^ from March 1781 till 

March ^78 2. 


Exports. 

• 

Value 


Cork 


00 

10 

Drugs I 

- 

4.>97 7 

10 

Dying Stuff - -* 


2,152 5 

2 

Almonds - , - < 


599 >2 

tl\ 

Figs - - - 


65014 

lO 

Rjufms - - , 

w 

1,997 >0 

2 

Suceces Liquoritia 

- 

325 16 

8 

Oranges and Lemons 

- 

2,893 >8 

9 

Oil - r * - 

- 

3490 >9 

2 

Pot Afhes * - 

- 

5,687 10 

c 

Salt - - - 

- 

23,<>56 5 

4 

Raw Silk 

m 

621 6 

8 

Thrown Silk, undy.e 4 

- 

792 10 

0 

Brandy 

- 

4,605 18 

0 

Vinegar 


459 3 

9 

Wine • - 


43,821 10 

0 

Small Articles — - . 

1,146 n 

99»557 * 

0 

2 


^ What Is here called Pot AOies^ is in '* gave it that name on account of the war* 
reality Barilla from Spain; probably they The wine alfo is partly Spaniih* 




c c a 


Imports* 
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Value. 

£• * 
19,118 o o 

105,846 u 3 

729 4 z 

1,501 7 6 

1,118 10 o 

4 * 55 ° ° ^ 
j,85o 14 I* 

7»374 o o 
299 19 3t 

jC. 146,388 6 4 


Ohfervations on the Manners and Cujioms of Portugal, 

The Inhabitants of Lifbon may be ranked under four 
elaffes; viz, the Nobility, the Clergy, the Traders, and 
the Labouring People. The ohfervations I am about 
to offer on each dais contain very little more than may 
be colleded by every pne in the ftreets ' or the roads, 
in markets or cottages. To proceed in the moft natural 
order, we fliould begin with the pedeftals of the Hate j 
hvft for once, we (hall reverfe the order of the ftrudure, 
and commence with what is called “ the Corinthian 
Capitals of poliflied Society.” 

« * Part pf the above articles were for hidesj. particularly, could not be for the ufc 
Spain, but not mentioned account of of Portugal, as the importation of them is 
tlic war with Great Britain. The tanned prohibited in that country. 


Imports. 

Beef » 

Butter 

Candles 

Cheefe 

Fifti 

Tanned Hides * 
Linen Cloth <- 
Pork 

Small Articles 
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The Nobility may be confidered as a body entirely dif- 
tind from the other three; the principal affairs of the 
ftate are committed to their truft; they refide in the ca¬ 
pital, or its environs, and feldbm vifit their eftates in the 
provinces. They efteem it an honour ta be born in the 
capital, and alfo to dwell* there. They are educated like- 
wifc at Liibon, in a college founded for that purpofe by 
King Jofcph, Hertce it is called the Collegia dos Nohresy 
the College of Nobles. Prior to the eftabliftiment of this 
• college they were educated at Coimbra, a place apparently * 
much better adapted for that p^pofe ; as it poffeffes many 
advantages not to be found in a commercial city. The 
fragrance of the air, the ffillnefs of the country, and the 
delightful profpeds with ^ich Coimbra abounds, are 
great incitements to ftudy; belides, it is enriched with 
immenfe literary treafures, the accumulation of ages; and 
its buildings are very magnificent. Now, the feminary at 
Lifbon is deficient in all ihefe points. It appears, there¬ 
fore, that the Nobility have made a bad exchange. There 
is a wide difference between a ,College of Nobles and a 
noble College. 

The Nobility, comparatively fpeaking, are not very 
rich ; for though their patrimonies are large, their rents are * 
fmall. I doubt if any of them has ever ken a map of his 
eftate, or exadly knows its boundaries. If ever they 
deign to turn their attention towards the conftriiAing of 
roads and canals, and not confi^er agriculture a purfuit 

11 unworthy 
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unworthy of Gentlemen, tliey will become the richeft 
NobiHty in Europe, on account of the vaft extent of their 
landed polTel^cMis. 

t 

In the diftribution of their fortunes they (hew great 
prudence without the appearance of parfimony. A coun¬ 
try wherein there arc no race-horfes, licenfed gambling 
houfes, or expenjflve miftrejfTes, a Gentleman may live 
fplendidJy upon a moderate income; fortunately thele al- 

* lurements to dilUpation arc unknown to them. Nor do . 
they excite the envy of the poor by midnight orgies or 
gilded chariots. Their time is Ipent between their duty 
at court, and the Ibcial enjoyments of private parties. 

The fine arts, which to the fuperior clafles of ever)^ 
nation of Europe are fources of the moft refined pleafure, 
are almoft entirely negleded by the Nobility of this coun¬ 
try; neither do they appear to take much pleafure in the 
cultivation of the fciences, though they poflefs moft ex¬ 
cellent capacity for both. Their lives are an even tenor 
of domeftic felicities, not remarkable for brilliant adlions, 
and but rarely ftained by vice. The fame of their illuftri- 
ous anceftors juftly entitle them to every honour and re- 
fpeft; but whilft they glory in the remembrance of their 
acKievementSj they feem to forget their maxims. Jt-muft 

* be allowed, however, that they poflefs many amiable qua¬ 
lities. They are religious, temperate, and generous, faith¬ 
ful to their friends, charkable to the diftrefled, and warmly 

attached 
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attached to their Sovereign; whofe approbation, and a 
peaceful retirement, conftitute the gr^ateft happinefs of 

their lives. 

t 

With refped to the Clergy, I was not furnilhed with 
information fufficient to form an afccurate eftimate of their 
' true* char after, and I (hall not prefumc to fpeak from re¬ 
pot t of fo refpeftable a body.. Among thofe with whom 
I had the honour to be acquainted, I found fome poflefled ^ 
• of great liberality and talents ; in proof of this I need only ’ 
mention his Grace the Biftiop of Beja, whofe piety and 
learning would do honour to the Apoftolic or Auguftan 
ages. I might alfo inftance the Abb6 Correa chaplain to 
his Grace the Duke, de Aj^ns, and Father de Souza 
author of feveral pieces on the Arabic language. 

« 

There are feveral other men of eminent talents among 
the Clergy, but concealed in gloomy cells; and what 
is extraordinary, the greater are their talents the more 
careful are they in fecluding themfelves from all com¬ 
munication with the world. It may be alkcd then, 
why they do not oblige the world with fome of their 
acquiremeiifs ? The reafon is* very obvious; the Portuguefe 
language is fo little known, that there is little or no fale 
for books written in that, language out of the country, 
and in it, reading is very far from being general; very few ’ 
books therefore will defray the expence of printing and 
paper, efpecially if they treat on fcientific fubjefts. Thus 
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are men of letters deterred from making themfelves known 
through this laudable channel, and the world is deprived 
of their experience and wifdom. 

It is true, that in all the learned profeflions, men will 
he found who would render more fervice to the commu¬ 
nity in an humbler Iphere, and among the Clergy there 
are, I am forry to add, but, too many of this defcription; 
who are better calculated by nature and education to follow 
the tail of the plough, than to difcharge the important* 
ties of that facred profeffioei. 

The Merchants are remarkably attentive to bufinefs, 
and, as far as I could leastif juft and punftual in their 
dealings: they live on a friendly footing with the foreign 
traders who reftde here, particularly the Englifli. Bank¬ 
ruptcies are ftidom known among them, and they are 
careful in avoiding litigations; for it is a well known fa<ft, 
that the Gentlemen of .the long robe in Portugal are not 
to be furpaffed even by their brethren of the Englifti Court 
of Chancery, in the art of protrading a fuit. 

< 

* 

A Lilbon merchant pafles his hours in the following 
manner: he goes to prayers at eight o’clock, to ’Change 
at eleven, dines at one, flecps till three, eats fruit at four, 
and fups at nine: the intermediate hours are employed 
in the counting-houfe, in paying viftts, or playing at 
cards. • 


To 
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The common people o£ Llibon and its environs are a 
laborious and hardy race 5 many of them by frugal living 
lay up a decent competet)ce old aga; it hjiaibbil to 
behold the troubhc they aie <3ibHged to tahe iTor want of 
proper implements to Cjsrif^ their work. Their cars 
have the rude appearance of the earlieft ages*, thefe vehicles 
are flpwly d^awn by two ftout oxen. The com is ihelled 
by the treading of the fame animals as in the days of the 
Ifraelites; hence probably the fcripture proverb, thou 
“ (halt not muzzle the ox that trcadeth the com.” They 
have many other cuftoms which to us. appear vtry Angu¬ 
lar; for example, women fit with the left fide towards the 
horfe’s head wficn they xi?Je.* A. p<#iliou rides on the left 
horfe. Footmen play at cards whilft they arc waiting for 
their mailers* A taylbr fits at his work like a ihoemaker. 
A hair-drefler apjxars on Sundays whb aTword» a cockade, • 
and two watid]^, ror at Icaft two watch+bhains. A tavern 
is known by a vine bufli. A houfe to be let, by a piece 

nn of 
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of blank papef. An accouchetife door, by a white crofs. 
And a'Jew h known by his extra catholk devotion. 

( 4 

The lower elafs of both fexes are very fond of gaudy 
apparel; ^e obfcrve even the filh-women with trinkets 
and bracelets of, gold‘ about the neck apd wrift. The 
fruit^women are diftinguiftied by a particular drefs. In 
plate IX. figure A, we have given the reprefentation ot 
Le of them, with the .afs by which the fruit is conveyed 
to the market. The cuftom of wearing boots and black . 
conical caps is peculiar t9 thefe women; but for what 
reafon, if apy there be, I could not learn. Figure ?, m 
the fame plate, is a reprefentation of a woman of Beira 
in the ufyal drefs of the females of that province. And 
figure C is a ficetch of a feinale pealant of the provmce of 

Alenteju. 

« » 

All the drudgery is performed by Gallicians, who may 
be called the hewers of wood and drawers of water of this 
metropolis; .they are patient, induftriops, and faithful to 
a proverb.* ' One of the principal employments, in which 
they are daily engaged, is fupplying the citizens with 
water, which they carry on their Ihoulders in fmall wooden 
barrels from the different fountains, 

• Every Gallician iij this fervitude is obliged, by the po¬ 
lice of the city, to carry one of thefe vdflels filled with 

ivater f:o his lodgings evejy night, and in cafe of 

:o hsiten 
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haflen ivitli it to aifift in extingtiiihmg the ian^ at the 
firft found of the fire bell; any neglc^ ki this refp©^ f 8 
feverely puniflied; on the contrary, they arc luit Co 
rewarded in proportion to their*vigilance. But the people 
are feldom vifited by that dreadful fcourge i during my 
refidence here, there was hot ah ihiknce of any accident 
by fire. ■ 


I . 


In the houfes of foreign merchants, the Gallicians are 
’ the only fcrvants Employed, and many of the Portuguefe 
prefer them to the natives in that capacity 5 they cook the 
viduals, clean the rooms, and make file beds. If there-be 
any female feryants in the feoufe under the i^e of five and 
thirty, they are invifible ;«;j0SCpt to the miftrefs and her 
daughters; after this ag^ they aae left to their own difcre- 
tion, as their charms are then fuppdled to* be fufficiently 
faded to render them fecurc from the invafions of gal¬ 
lantry. 


The Ladies feldom breathe the pure air, except in their 
ftiort excurfions to the next chapel, which they vifit at 
leaft once a day. The figures hereunto annexed, (plate 
are reprefentations of a Merchant'with his wife and maid>. 
fervant going to qhurch. Their refpeftive drefs may be 
inferred from thence. They walk exadly in the order in 
which they are here reprefented, that is^ to fay, orie after * 
the other; hence we thought it reafonable to lacrifice to 
truth the rules o{ pidurcfque grouping. 

D D 3 The 
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they atc^h^, modeft; dii4 ^jccrfe^^y to th^r 

kindred. Ko w^aa gok Otit df do^rs the per- 

jer huibaild W f all fufpicio6, 

tkoii§^ arc fibt all6#6d. to vifit their 

a|Wpl?^^taj''dr t6vi^'#e^de‘t!iesdft"ii!i '|»db^' pjbces. Hence 
thiJIe ibvm ate W them ex- 

ic^t ia Ihe churches ! here they make* fighs and ilgnals; 

• ' • f : * ' ^ \ ' 

“s' - ‘ ‘ ‘ V /. 'i' . ' , ' 

A4drt& ;wa comsiUmenC by dliion,, 
love md ceUrc by Inhudotu 

, ' A'.I ' f '. ■ • 

Ndt^thftattdmg the watch^^ of the Duenna, the 
contrivife to that in fo 

iutjtle a maimer, that liotte^^eah perceive It whole breaft 
glows Hot with a feiftliar The little boys who at¬ 

tend at die akar, me often t^e mcflengcrs on thefe occa-. 
fions. of thi^ vHnglefs cupids receives the 

lettCT, he makes his way though the audience till he ap¬ 
proaches the fair one, then: lie throws himlclf on his knees, 
repeating .his Avt Mtxrii Jielta^ and beating his breaft j 
^er ftniftting his ejaculations and croifing his forehead, 
he ftdik (m his face and hands, and fervently kil&s the 
ground j in the mean time he conveys the l^er under the 
l4dy’s dfapwy and brmgs back another. 



otiiCT times. wh«i the l^etjers are onmhig out oF the 
ehiiti^, tkdr hands meet oa it werie c^iice in the 
holy water font 5 by tllis means they •cxchai^ billets, 

• 4 and 
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Various at« tlie owxtnvanots to wnicu tuey are ixna-* 
pelled to lefort,; ki order , to elu<jfe fwfpicion; and in po 
part of tlieir lives do tSef emtjc Otote prudence thap 
during thek cburtllj^.ij ‘lEick 1^^ to fe- 

crecy is d» meads b# tliear cofatiatiing^ 
the impreffion of tile tender j , and they muft have 

fallen vidtims to it, were it not ti(^/iefincd> that vtttuous* 
love which Guevara deferibes** 

' ‘ ^ ‘ I ' 

Arde y ne fuma 5 \^^mhra y mitmim ; ^ma y no 
emfutni^ refplend§ y na P‘uriJU& y no airaju\ y 

auncalientaynojomgoieo* 

It glows, but fcptolies notj it enlightens, but hurts not; 
it confumes not» it bpma; it dazzles, not, though 

it glitters; it seiines without deftroying; and though it he - 
hot, yet it is not painful. , , 

' ' ' ■ • 

* V '1 

Marriage-feafis are attended with vaft expence; the r#- 
fources of thf lower a»e citm extolled in the pre¬ 
parations made on thele ocbaliohs. The nuptial bed- , 
chamto is ornamented in the moft coftly manner, with 
fdks, brocades, and flowers; even the wedding-f^ets are. 
trimmed with the fineft lace. • 


In 
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In their thriftenings atid fpnerals alfo they are very cx- 
travagaht^j but in other refpedls very frugal and temperate, 
particularly the females, who feldom drink any thing but 
water; if they drink winc‘, it gives rife to fufpicion of 
their chaftity, and fufpicion is often held tantamount to a 
crime. The Emprefs Dona Leanor, daughter of Edward 
Kitij^ of Portugal, endeavoured to introduce the like cuf- 
tom among the German Ladies; but neither her Majcfty’s 
example or perfuahon could indjjce them to exchange the 

milk of Venus” for*the limpid rill. 

The abftemioufnefs of the Portuguelc Ladies is confpi- 
cuous in their countenance, which is pale, tranquil, and 
modeft; thofe who accuftoiii4}iemfelves to excrcife have, 
nevcrthelefs, a beautiful carnation. Their eyes are black 
and exprellive ; their teeth extremely white and regular. 
In converfation they are polite and agreeable; in manners 
afliialive and unaffe<Eted. The form of their drels does 
not undergo a change, perhaps, once in‘an age; mil¬ 
liners, perfumers, and fancy-drefs-makers are profeffions 
as unknown in Liibon as in ancient Lacedemon. 

Widows are allowed to ihhrry, but they do not avail 
themfelvcs of that privilege as often as in other countries. 
■There are many Portuguefe, particularly thofe of the good 
•old ftock, who look upon it as a fpccies of adultery fanc- 
tioned by the law.* 


Women 
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Women do not afliime the family-names of their huf- 
bands, as with us. In all the vidflitudes of matrimony 
they retain their maiden names. : 

The men are generally addreiled by their Chriftiars’ 
names, as Senhor Pedro,' Supentomes are alfo very com¬ 
mon here, which are derived frewn particular trades, re¬ 
markable incidentsf, places 9r.relideuce, or ftriking per- 
fonal blemiflies or accomplilhments. 

» ' 1* , 

Strangers* lurnames are frequently tranflated, efpecially 
if they bear any allufion to fubftantives or qualities. For 
example, Mr. Wolf, they call Senhor Lobo ; Mr. White- 
head, Senhor CaheqH Bra^,. To the Chriftian names 
of men and women are often fuperadded thofe of their 
parents, for diftindiion fake. This cuftqm obtained very 
much among the ancient Irifh, and is not unufual at this 
day in the Southern provinces of that country. 

With refpeft to the middlirfg clafs, in their^ ideas and 
manners they differ from thole of the reft of Europe j the 
unfrequenty of travel, except to their own colonies, ex¬ 
cludes them frota* modetn notions and modern cuftoms; 
hence they retain much of the ancient' fimplicity of their 
anceftots, and are'more conyerfant in the tranfadions of 
Afia or America than of Europe. , 


Whether, 
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I^hecker k psttiGeeds^ a foii 4 ^« ibr or w^tit 
of curio 2 l(^i appear to 111170 ab for travellio^, 

even in their own country. A Portu^icfe cai> fteer a fliip 
to Brazil with lefs difHcuIty* than he can guide his horfe 
from Lifhoa to Onorto. 


. ay - • 


Peppie, thus leftranged h*om the neighbouring nations, 
are naturally averle horn the infitui of mere theoretical 
dodrines, which tend to dikurb the tranquillity of efla- 
*bli{hed opinions. They cxdude at once the fources of 
modern luxuries and le^ements^ modem vices and im* 


provenpents. 

* ♦ 

■a' 

Hence their wants, .compg|atively* fpcaking, are but 
few, and ihefe are cahly latisfied ; their love of eafe ex¬ 
empts them from many paflions to which other nations are 
fubjed; g^ois ofiehces are rarely known among them, 
but when once oiiended they are not eahly appeafed; 
paflions that are feldom rouf^ ad with die greater vio¬ 
lence when agitated; under this impreBkm indiyidnals 
have fomCtimes been hurried to violent ads of revei^; 
hut now, the vigilance of the magiftrate^ and the growth 
of civUizatioh have blunted the point of the dagger. 


.'i'he temperance of the pcoplei and thdir ^enipiion 
from hard labour \ the fragt^MS^ dt^ the and «the num¬ 
ber cf mineral" fpiings with which the cmmtry abounds, 



TRAVELS IN ’PORTUGAL. 409 

« 

are circumftances fo favourable to the human conftitu- 
tion, that we Ihould naturally expedl to find the Portu- 
guefe live to a great age, yet there are not many remark¬ 
able inftances of longevity among them; but there are 
fewer cut off by natural caufes before the age of three- 
fcore, than among an equal number, perhaps, in any other 
part of Europe. One rarely meets a Portuguefe, how¬ 
ever aged, crippled. with the gout, or bowed with in- 

The handfomeft perfons of both fexes are found in the 
province of Eftremadura; that fcourge of beauty, the 
fniall pox, does not rage |;iere with the fame violence as 
in cold climates. The inhabitants negled one thing, 
which, in a country like tSis, would tend to expand the 
human frame to its full perfedtion, I mean bathing; 
neither do they take exercife enough for the prefervation 
of health. 

The lower clafs are endowed with many excellent qua¬ 
lities; they are religious, honeft, and fober,. affectionate 
to their parents, and refpeClful to their fuperiors. Wf* 
muff not, however, expeCt to find them poffeficd of thefe 
qualities on the verge of fea-port towns, as ihcir man¬ 
ners are there corrupted by mingling with refugee adv«n- 
turers from various nations. Strangers, therefore, arc.oftcii 
mifled, who form the character of the people, through this 
adulterated medium. It is in the country only they can 

E E * be 
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be found, uninfluenced by foreign manners or foreign cuf- 
toms, In their true national ftate; and there we behold them 
honeft, obliging, affable, and mannerly. A Portuguefe 
peafant will not walk with a fuperior, an aged perfon, or 
a ftranger, without giving him the right-hand fide, as a 
mark of refpeft. H© never palfes by a human being 
without taking off his hat, and faluting him in thefe 
words, the Lord preferve you for many years. In fpeaking 
of an abfent friend, he fays, morro com faudades de o ver: 

• I die with impatience to fee him. Of a morning, when, 
he meets the companions of his toil in the field, he falutes 
them in a complaifant manner, and inquires after their 
little families. His day’s work is computed from the 
rifing of the Sun to its fetting; out of which he is al¬ 
lowed half an hour for brea^f^ and two hours for dinner, 
in order to refrefh himfelf with a nap during the meridian 
heat. If he labour in the vineyard, he is allowed a good 
portion of wine. When his day’s work is over he fings 
vefpers, and on Sunday he attunes his .guitar, or joins 
in a fandango dance,‘as reprefented in Plate XI. His 
male children are educated in the neighbouring convent, 
•whence he alfo receives fuftenance for himfelf and family, 
if diftreffed or unable to work. They all imagine their 
country is the blefled Elyfium, and that Lifbon is the 
greateft city in the world. In their proverbial language 

• tliey fay, “ he who has not feen Lifbon has feen nothing.” 
Indeed they havb proverbs for almoft every thing, which, 
being founded on long experience, are generally true, 

* though 
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though the above is a, ftriking inftance to the contrary. Of 
tlie countries which, like their own, do not produce corn, 
wine, and oil, they entertain but a mean opinion. They 
pidture to themfelves the rnffery of the inhabitants of 
Northern climates, who fliudder in the mid ft of froft and 
fnow, whilft they themfelves are’ balking in their ^reen 
Helds. Thefc circumftances, and the affedionate attach¬ 
ment they have for their King, endear therri to their na¬ 
tive foil. They centre a great portion of their happinefs 
in the fine climate with which nature has bleffed them, and * 
the abundance of delicious fririt the foil yields with little 
labour. Under every misfortune they are fure to find con- 
folation in religion and* next to thele divine favours, 
mufic is the greateft folace^fi their lives : it difllpates the 
forrows of the poor man, and refines the fentimCnts of 
the rich; life glides on agreeably amidft fuch endearing 
fcenes. It would be vain to perfuade a Portuguefe that he 
could enjoy fuch happinels in any other part of the globe: 
he is nurtured in this opinion, and if chance or misfortune 
Ihould impel him into a foreign land, he pines as if in a 
ftate of captivity. 

« • 

» 

A ftiort time before I left Lifbon I dined at a Spanifli 
ordinary, near the convent of St. Francis, in company ' 
with a gentleman who was a native of Malta, an’d a 
Knight of that Order. The univerfali^ of his informa- * 
tion, and the liberality of his remarks, induced me to 

E E 2 * requeft 
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requeft his opinion refpeding the Portuguefe. Thefe are 
his obfervations on that head, as nearly as I can recoiled; 

“ There are no people ih Europe, Sir, whofe real cha- 
rader is lefs known than thofe of Portugal; for as their 
language is but little ‘ftudied or underftood, our know¬ 
ledge of them is derived chiefly from the Spanifli writers, 
and a Spaniard is rarely known to fpeak favourably of the 
Portuguefe. The latter, on the contrary, whatever might 
* be their real opinion of the former, are induced by the pre- * 
cepts of Chriftian charity Co fpeak refpedfully of them. 
Of this we have a ftriking inftance in Jofeph Texera, a 
Portuguefe Friar of the Dommican Order. This Friar 
lived in the fixteenth century;, and was confelTor to Don 
Antonio, heir prefumptive to the crown of Portugal, 
whom he followed into France. He there declared from 
the pulpit, in one of his Sermons, that ive are bound in 
duty to love all men^ of ‘whatever religion^ fe£l-i or nation^ 
even the Cajtilians, 

“ From the political enmity which for ages have fub- 
fifted between the two rival powers, it is probable that the 
accounts we receive of the Portuguefe through the medium 
' of the Spaniards are not altogether to be depended upon, 
On’the other hand, if we take the charader of the 'Portu- 

* guefe from the native writers, we fhall imagine they pof- 
fefs not only all the good qualities in exiftence, but are 

S . , exempted 
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exempted from all the bad ones. This is like a painter 
vainly attempting to produce a fine pidure without 
fiiadows. 

\ 

“ From the beft information I can collect, the ancient 
Portuguefe have been a brave, a<9:ivc, and generous people. 

At a time when thp other nations of Europe were funk 
in fioth and ignorance, they wtre employed in propagating 
Chriftianity, in extirpating Infidelity, and enlarging our , 
knowledge of this fphere. 

“ Necefllty, the parent of adion, was the Iburce of 
all their great enterprifes; attacked on one fide by a pow¬ 
erful and reftlefs neighbour,* on the other by the Moors, 
who had long infefted the country, their incurfions and 
confpiracies required the exertions of every finew of the 
ftate to preferve its independence. At length the horde 
of Infidels were expelled, and the pride of the Cafiilians 
humbled. 

“ In the reign of John the Firft, when the Portuguefe. 
found themfelves fecure from foreign or domeftic foes, 
their troops then inured to fatigue, and their Captains, 
animated by military fame, purfued the Barbarians into 
Africa. * Their contefts in this quarter, though unprofit- , 
able, and almoft ruinous to the ftate, .were ultimately 
ariended with confequences very fortunate for the powers 

• • of 
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of Europe; as they diffufed a Spirit of enterprife which 

afterwards led to all the modern difcoveries in navigation, 

* • 

“ The Lufitanian foldiers were brave 9 ,nd hardy, in- 
tiured to all the hardlhips of war, fatigue, hunger, and 
thirft, which they bore with great patience in the hotteft 
climates. In the field their courage ^ordered on raflinefs; 
their natural impetuofity c!ould never be reftrained even 
by the moft rigid military difeipline; they were too am¬ 
bitious of fignalizing their valour out of the ranks, by 
which they fometimes c^fed their defeat in deranging 
the order of battle; but when thejr fought in a phalanx, 
the enemy found them invincible. . 

“ The riches of Afia, the relaxation of difeipline, to¬ 
gether with the ignorance and rapacity of the Governors 
of India, at length corrupted the manners of the foldiers, 
and defaced every trace of their ancient charafter. 

V. 

4 

“ Evqry department uf the ftate was haftening to ruin, 
^when King Sebaftian afeended the throne; in him, as their 
laft refuge, were centered, the hopes of the people; and 
the tokens of virtue and courage he had given them in the 
early part uf his life, leemed to promife the accomplifh- 
ment of their expeflations ; he certainly inherited a great 
portion of the valour of his anceftors, though time evinced 
that he pofiefifed but very little of their prudence. No 

Prince 
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Prince was ever more enamoured with a love of fame, nor ^ 
ibught a more indire<ft road towards the attaining of it. 
The happinefs of his people is what conftitutes the real 
fame of every Monarch j yet this was the leaft of Sebaftian’s 
purfuit. The vain glory of excelling in arms occupied his 
foie attention, and that glory he promifed to hinifelf in the 
plains of Africa: but, alas 1 he, and the greater part of 
thofe who accompanied him thither, found there not 
laurels, but an untimely grftve. 

“ The death of this Prince would have been the lefs 
regretted, if he had not left'a lucceffor to fill the throne 
who was in the decline of life and underftanding, without 
energy, without abilities to heal the bleeding wounds of 
his expiring country. Providence, apparently, feeing its 
diflblution approach, fent a Cardinal King to give it the 
dying bencdiftion. Thus we find that ftates, like indivi¬ 
duals, have their infancy, maturity, and decline; and what 
is not a little remarkable of this, it commenced with a 
Henry, and with a Henry it expired. The firft was a 
hero and a ftatefman, the lattei* poffeffed neitljer of thefe 
qualities, nor fupplied the want of them by his wifdom., 

“ Philip the Second now appended the crown of Portugal 
to that of Spain. It had been the invariable policy of 
this Prince, and of his fucceflbrs, to render Portugal fub-, 
fervient by reducing its refources, whicli they were carry¬ 
ing into effed every day, till at length the Portuguele, no 
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‘ longer able to bear the chains of their foreign matters, re¬ 
volted j, and, by their refolution and unanimity, fupplied 
the want of forces in catting off their bondage; and ever 
ttnce, the kingdom is gradually advancing to profperity 
under its native and lawful Sovereigns. 

c 

“It is evident, however, that the advancement of the 
country is by no means proportionate tp its vaft relburces; 
nor is the ancient military fpirit of the people yet revived. 
^Some remains of the courage of their anceftors may ttill 
linger among them j but the contempt in which they hold 
the profeffion of arms is fufficient to extinguifh every 
fpark of military enterprile. For feveral years paft they 
have admitted officers into the regiments of infantry with¬ 
out talents or education, whofc ignorance multiplied abufes 
and relaxed difeipline. The abufe at length advanced to 
that degree, that officers were appointed from among the 
domeftics of noble families. When Count de Lippe was 
appointed Commander in chief of the forces of the king¬ 
dom, he endeavoured to eftabliffi the dignity of the pro¬ 
feffion. Qne day he happened to dine with a Portuguefe 
Nobleman, who was a Colonel in the fervice : one of the 
ferVants who attended at table was drefled in an officer’s 

t 

uniform; on inquiry, he found this attendant was a Cap¬ 
tain in a regiment of infantry; on which the gallant Com- 
^mander immediately rofe up and infitted upon the military 
fervant's fitting at,table next himfelf. 
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It has always been the policy of the wi^ Generals 
to preferve a degree of honourable dignity in the army; 
for pride is as commendable hi a foldier as humility in a 
prieft; but fervility and military fpirit w incompaitible: 
This was the Count de lippe's maxim; and iuch was hir 
zeal for the honour of the profeilion, that he declared 
openly it was a diihonour to an officer not to demand, or 
refufe to give, fatisYadion (of. an oflence. 

“ Since the reign of Jofeph the Firft, there has been a* 
great change for the better, not only in the army, but in 
almolR: every other department of the ftatc. When that 
Prince afcended the thrcxie, agriculture and manufadlures 

ft ^ ' 

were fo much negleAed,^ that the people depended upon 
foreign nations for food and raiment; the arts were de- 
fpifed, and the revenues unprodudive. The Englilh, pur- 
fuant to the Methuen treaty, fuppUed the Portuguefe with 
woollen cloths, in exchange for which they were to re¬ 
ceive the wines of the country.' The encouragement held 
out by this treaty for the growth of wine, and the focility 
which long experience has given the Portuguefe in that 
branch of hufoandry, induced the farmers to negled the 
cultivation of corn, and convert their fields into vineyards; 
thus the grape increafed in proportion as the grain di- * 

minifiied. * 

» 

“ This was partly the ftate of Portugal when King 
Jbleph ^pointe^. Senhor Carvalho, afterwards Marquis dc 

B p Pombal, 
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' F<*aibal, bis Frinsi^ The of this 

great iktqfiBi^ fc^ra^ an epoch in the annajU of Portugd^ 
lie endeavoured aod i^t in vaius tn4ire^ the attention 
of the pe^de to theit real mtere^; the kndholdiers were 
cotnpelM: to diminish their viip^)^ards, and appropriate a 
third part 0f them to ^^4 other {pecies of culture. 
This wle regulation was attended with fuch falutary 
effeds, that to this day it is CQobdertd one of the moA 
benehcial a^ of his adminiftrationr 

C 

” As the natural refult of.agiculture is population, he 
prepared employment for the aiding generation, by efla- 

Uiihieg manufa^oriei of diferent kindsinduftry thus 

excited, the country b^n to wear‘a new face j. the 
merchsuKt cngroflfed the trade teretofore carried on by 
foreigners, and the farmer h;d and clothed himfelf and his 

family wai^ the pcpduce of his nathie fbik 

/" 

V 

“ The Marquis’s effort^ thus far crowned with fuccefi, 
urged him to. ftirther exefticinahe endeavoured to propa¬ 
gate a hmilar fpirit indufhy among the Colonifts, who’ 
hadr long ^It the inertia of the mother country. But 
knowing how vain it was to ^ed either activity or in- 
‘ duftry frorn a people groamng with the chains of flavery, 
he pdblifhed an edi^l, whereby the inhabitants of Brazil, 
and of the other colonies appertaining to the crown, were 
to be reftored to their fre^om, and to the fame 
immunities as the natives of Portugal. 4 ° ^ ^ replete 
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with atod hiimaftky, is fuffidcftt to ex^kte many 

of thi: pditical fins fmp«it9ed m tine Mar<|nis de 
and is a lafting honour to Baittigai, which wis ihe firft 
among the modem nations of Europe that enflaved man¬ 
kind, and ihe firft that the humane example of their 
emancipation. It was alft> the firft that taught Europe 
navigation and commerce upon a comprehenfive fcalc: 
had not Prince Henry exifted, we fhould not, probably, 
have ever heard of Colunibus. It is to the difcoveries of^ 
the Portugutfe in the old world (fays Voltaire) that we are 
indebted for the new. They*werc, in fa€l, the firft that 
explored the coaft of Aftita, that fil^fted the cXiftence 
of the Weftetn WoTjd, ailU dlfoovered the road to India. 
A people who have been thus early In fo many cnter- 
prifing purfuitsj and exhaufted their vigour when moft of 
the furrounding nations were but waking from their dum¬ 
ber, might reafonably be allowed to take a re/pite. They 
are now but commencing their Car^r anewj and it muft 
be left to tinie to determine whether they will ever more 
re-cftablifli the Once refpedable name of Lufitjyiians.” 
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• The following obfervali^s the of the weather, 
j ain indebted for to mjr friehd-the Reverend Herbert Hill, 
Chaplain to BritiOi Fadory at 


1 

ExfraSfs from Meteorological Oykrwztiom, made at Lijbon 

m the Tears 1784, 1785. 


1783, 1784. 1785. 

Fair weather Days 171 157 *55 The general number of 

.Cloudy and fliowcrs - 106*. 13% 127 V days of fair weather U 

SetUed rain - . ‘- 88 67 83 i fappofc^i ^ be 200 . 

' . 

« 

Quantity of Rain mark’d by lines, z 2 to a French inch.. 

Jan. Feb. lilar. Apr. May. Aug. Sept. Oa. Not. Dec. 

* 783 — 5 *^ 25 46t 31 lat O f '4 37t 4*t 79 

1784- -33 44 91 4* 8 0*0 p 6 45 30 106 

1785— 61 45 46 35 27 oi 04 15 34 37 ai 76 

' 1783, medium *271T 

I 33^ i Polegadas, or Inches—it ought to be, as rs 

xySj^ I I .■ • ■■.. 3ai> fuppe^^ ordy 23 Polegadas. 

State'of the Thermom^, medium fuppofed to be 63*. 

, . , ' . ■ ^ 

x^S3~-xaedhim heat for the year, about 56. 

%, Jan# Feb. Mai. Apr# May* June. July# Aug# Sept. Ofl. Nov. Dec#. 

1784—54 55 57 57 67 70. 73 73 71 60 54 51 

the medium therefore is 62, notwithftanding the thermometer 
on June 1$ was at 97, on July z6 at 99, on Auguft 13, 
• for two hours, at 106, and the day after at 103, on Decem- 
• her 4 it w^s at 30*. , 

iygj;^the mean heat was 624, th^ thermometer never rofe higher 
than 94, exprefled by decimals, the mean monthly heat was 
Jan. Feb.. Mar. Apr. May. June. July. Aug. 5qit. OA. Nor. Dec. . 

. 539 52a 5 ^* ^ 2 ® ^55 7 *® 745 , 7®4 ^ 9 ® ^39 545 52 * 
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Slate of the Rsffometer, mean height at the fea 28 Polcgadas, a Line*, 
lot derated fituadona—i Jtiinc equal to 73 Feet. 

1781—28.2t 4 Feb. 16 and 19 Dec. * 7-5 ' 

1784—28.7 21 April ^ * 7 ^- 

1783—28.6 9 January * 7 *^ 17 Feb. 

y , ' . 

Variation of the NdSMc wa« obferved about the latter end 
of the year 1785 .to be about 23*, or fomewhat more. 

I *789 a 3 t* 

• . 

1777, was remarkably^ wet. . 

1779 and 1782, the quandty rain only ao Polcgadas. ^ 

1783, it rain’d 240 times,in 124 days—Mcafured by timei 
• it rain’d 57a hours, or 24 days. 

,78^ , — 384 times, or 23 days. 

,78^, —J —f 232 umes, or 19 days. 

f 

1782, February 19, it Ihow’d. 

1783, February x8, and March 12, it hail’d. 


Obfarvations for 1781 


Days. 

Fdr weather aoo 
Cloudy - 88 

Rain - 77 


Pol. L 

Quantity of rain 23 7 
Dec.,6. toDec.27.* qt 

x8 only * *8 LineSfi 


ir 

Therm. 11 Jniy 99 ’ \ height of the year 63* 

19-Jan. 34* > 


Pol* I^* 

Barom. 9 Dec. a? S\ 

ap i K i iiiii^' 28 8'j 


■’ 28 a. 


Number 
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Tears ijSZ and t‘j2^ 


m 




I* 


i 

. * AnnojySS. Aaho‘1785. 

MartUiges • - j ^60. ~ > 1558. 

Births - - 17041. - - . ^ 6561. 

fDeaihs *• - - " *5386. 


Of the Portu^efe yeaiu, 

, The late Lord Tarawky appears .to have entertained a 
fingular t^nion of the inhabitaats of Portugal, when he 
afferted that they were compofed of Jews and Scbaftians. 
One clafs of thefe, he fays, eatpcft the coming of the 
Meffiah; the other, King Stfbaftkri. Which of thefe two 
parties have the ftronger faith I leave the leader to con- 
jeaure; but I tnuft obfctve, with his Lordlhip’s per- 
miffion, that there is a third party in Pprtugal, which 
iucliidijs almoft every individual in itj, whocxpea neither 
until, the Millennium. There might, indeed, be ftill a 
few in the kingdom who are in expedation of the Mcffiah; 

.but even thefe few are oWiged to confcfs that he is already 
con)^. 


Among the Jews ef this country were formerly to be 
found men of great talents. The celebmtod edition of 
the BiLle, which was publilhed^^ Fsttara in one thoufend 
five hundred and 'fifty.three, tmaflated,by 

« ^ * I * . ' . ' 

* S * ' 

• Tlic Friars, Nuns, and their dom^ics, are not included p of deadts. 

guefe 
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gttde Jew 5 It is rendered nearly wnrd for word with the 
origin^ Hebrew text into a fort of corrupt Spaniili, f^en 
ufed in the JewiCh fyn^gogues. Such words in the ttanf> 
lation as are not in the original axe marked with afterilks., 
This work was reprinted in fine charaders at Holland irir 
one thoniand hundred and thirty; but many of the 
words were altered, with a view to render them more intel¬ 
ligible, and fcveral of the •ailerifics were omitted. The 
firft edition is become very fcarcc. 


In the reign of John the Firft they had their fynagogues' 
and Rabbins in Portugal ; and John the Second and Ema¬ 
nuel tolerated them at thef commencement of their reigns. 
Duarte Nonmzy h j^ew, if|ho» kms baidlhed from P^tugal,. 
his native country, in the fi*teeiith century, was preferred 
by the Catholic King to be a privy-counfcllor on account 
of his great abilities^ though all of that perfuafion were 
formerly banMhed from Spain. 


The following account of their expidfion from Portugal 
is chiefly extraded from OCbrip, Bifoop of Silva, whole 
relation is efteemed the moft corre<ft extant; as he had 
the beft information on the fubjed, and was an eminent 
and impartial hiftorian, as well as aCh^ftian philofopher. 


Their CaftiHaa Majeftics,. Ferdinand and Ifiibella*, hav¬ 
ing conceived an averfion; to this people, who were charged 
with many impiety agaiaft the Chriftkn religion, 

banifticd. 
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baniflied them from their licrniiniom in the yw one tHou- 
fand four hundred and eighty-two. They di^p«rfcd into 
different places, but the greateft part fled to Portugal. 
John the Second gave them flielter, on condition that each 
fhould payhim eight Ducats, and quit the kingdom at a 
limited time, otherwife they ihould become flaves; he 
was bound to furnifh veflels to tranfpt^t them wherever 
they thought proper, and to •give full liberty to all who 
had a miud to depart. 





Whilft king John’s flate of health permitted him to 
difeharge the affairs of the kingdom, he was careful in 
performing hk promife; he orders to c^tanmiflion 
veflels to tranfport wherevpr they defired, and com-* 
manded that none fliould molefl: them. His orders, how¬ 
ever, were not attended tO|'for the captains and feamen 
treated them in the inofl cruel manner, keeping them 
cruifing backw^nds and forwards on the ocean till all their 
provifions became exhaufted, and were conftrained to buy 
of.the captdns at fb excabitant a.rate, that on landing 
th^ were ftripped to the very fhirts; nor did their wives' 
and dau^ters efcape the 'violence 4)f thefe tyrants, but 
became vidims to their luft. 

• Thejeft of the Jews who remained in Portugal, partly 
alartned with the apprehenflons irf fiich barbarous ufage, 
and partly hindered by want of money to pibcure ftccef- 
fafies for the voyage, remained in the kingdom till the 

6 time 



time prefcribed had elapfed, and thus forfeited their liberty. 
Whoever now wiflied to have a Jewiih Have petitioned 
the King, who generally affigned them to fuch perfons as 
he knew to be of a mild and merciful difpohtion, and 
difpofed to lighten the chains of the miferable wretches. 
This happened a Qiort time before the death of John; 
but it was the general opinion, efpecially of thofe who 
had been moft converfant with the King, that, had he 
lived a little longer, he wpul'd have given them their free¬ 
dom upon eafy terms. 


Such was the lituation of the Jews, when Emanuel be¬ 
gan his rei^. This Fringe being fenfible that neceffity, 
not choice, caufed them to continue in Portugal after the 
limited time, generoufly reftored them to their liberty. 
Induced by a grateful fenfe of fuch extraordinary bene¬ 
volence, they offered him a large fum of money, which 
he refufed ; being refolved to gain their affe< 9 :ions by kind 
treatment, and by degrees to convert them to the Chriftiaii 
faith. 


The peace, however, of the unhappy Jews was <Jf 
fliort duration : the clamouf raifed againft them through¬ 
out the nation induced the King to take the matter again 
into "conlideration. His council was divided in opi¬ 
nions, whether the Jews, who had been driven out of 
Spain, and taken up their reftdepce in P6rtugal, fhould be 
banifhed from thence or allowed fo remain. In the meapi 

G G time. 
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time, the King and Queen of Caftile fent letters to Ema¬ 
nuel,'earneftly intreating that he would not fuffer luch a 
|)erverle people, fo much under the diipleafure of God 
and the odium of men, to remain in his dominions. 

* 

Emanuel. looked upon this as a point of the utmoft 
delicacy. Some of his counlellors were of opinion that 
they ought not to be exterminated, fiftce the Pope himfelf 
had permitted them to dwell ip his territories. Induced 
by his example, feveral dates in Italy, and many Chriftian. 
Princes in Germany, Hungary, and other parts of Europe, 
had alfo granted the fame liberty, and allowed them to 
carry on trade and bufincfs of all forts. Befides, (faid 
they,) their banilhment can nevef reclaim them; for 
wherever they go they will car^ their perverfe difpofitions. 
A change of country will never elFe£t a change of fentiment 
in their depraved minds. Should they pafs into Africa, 
oil being driven frtwn hence, which is not improbable, all 
hopes of their converfion muft be loft. Whilft they live 
among Chriftians, many, of them will be influenced by 
friendfliip and example to embrace the Chriftian faith, as 
fome have already done, which can never be expeded 
when they come to be mixed with blind and fuperftitious 
Mahometans. Befides, it will be very detrimental to 
thfe public intereft, if thofe people, fome of whom pof- 
fefs confiderable riches, carry their wealth to the Moors, 
and teach our enemies the arts they have learned in our 
nation. . 


Gn 
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On the other hand, thole of a different opinion af¬ 
firmed, that the Jews, not without reafon, had been ba- 
nilhed from Spain, France, and many places in Germany, 
by Princes who fet a lefs value upon the increafe of their 
revenues than the intereils of religion: they perceived the 
dangerous confequences of allo\^ing fuch a people to 
remain in their dominions; that they were apt to impofe 
on the limple and*infedl thp illiterate with their perni¬ 
cious dodtrine; that it would be very imprudent to put 
the leaft confidence in men fo inveterate againft our holy ’ 
religion, who were bound by no ties or obligations, but 
ready to facrifice every thing to their intereft, pry into the 
fecrets of the ftate, and give intelligence to our enemies. 
It would likewife (faid they) be more eligible to banilh 
them immediately when they can only carry away the 
wealth they have feraped together in other countries, than 
to allow them to remain longer, and then to difmifs them, 
after they Ihould have amalfed confiderable riches. 

Emanuel was influenced by the latter opinion, and de¬ 
creed, that all the Jews, and Moors likewife, ’who had 
refufed to embrace the Chriftian faith, fhould quit his do¬ 
minions ; and fixed a day, after which all thofe who re¬ 
mained in Portugal were to lofe their liberty. 

When the day approached, they began to prepare for 
their departure. Emanuel was greatly afilidted to think 
that fo many thoufands of people fhotild be driven into 

c G 2 banilh^ 
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banifliment; and was defirous, at leaft, to convert their 
children. For this purpofe he devifed a fcheme, which^ 
in fadt, was contrary to all juftice and equity, though 
eventually attended with good confequences to the king¬ 
dom. He ordered all the children of the Jews, under 
fourteen years of age, to be forcibly taken from their pa¬ 
rents, that they might be educated in the Chriftian faith ; 
an order which, in tlie execijtionj was attended with the 
moft afFeding circumftances. f 

What a moving fpedacle was this to behold ! Children 
torn from the embraces of their fcreaming mothers; others 
dragged from the necks of their weeping fathers, and af- 
fedionate brothers and fillers, about' to be feparated for 
ever. The city of Lilbon was filled with cries and la¬ 
mentations ; even the fpedators could not refrain from 
tears. Fathers and mothers, moved with indignation, 
were commonly leen to lay violent hands upon themlelves, 
and precipitating, out of love and compalfion, their infant 
children into wells and pits, to avoid the feverity of this 
decree. 

S 

There was ftill another calamity that bore hard upon 
the unfortunate vidims j fuch as were defirous of leaving 
thd country had not the liberty of fo doing. The King 
was fb intent upon making converts of them, that he re- 
folved, partly by rewards, partly by necelllty, to invite or 
compel them to embrace the Chriftian faith. By agree- 

11 ment 
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ment he was to have provided them with fhipping, and 
to allow them to depart unmolefted; but this he put 
ofF from time to time, and obliged them to refort from 
all quarters to Lifbon, to be fent abroad, though at firll 
he promifed three different ports for their departure. 

The time was fo protrafled by thefe delays, that the day 
fixed upon had elap'fed, and all who remained forfeited their 
liberty. Thus harafled, xthey at length affected to become 
Chriftians ; by which they were rellored to their liberty,* 
and recovered their children. , The King gave them great 
encouragement, fo that many of them lived contentedly 
in the Portuguefe dominipns. “ Upon whole faith, (fays 
“ Montaigne,) as alfo that of their pofterity, even to this 
“• day, few Portuguefe can rely, or believe them to be real 
“ converts, though time and cuftom are much more po- 
“ tent counfellors in fuch changes, than all other con- 
“ ftraints.” 

Such were the methods ufed to bring about the con- 
verfion of the Jews; but furely it muft be confeffed to be 
imwarrantable. Will any one pretend to maintain, that 
it is confiftent with tlie principles of common juftice, or 
of religion, to force perverfe and obftinate minds into a 
belief of things which, in reality, they reject and. de- 
fpife ? Can any one pretend to hinder the freedom of the* 
will, or fetter the Under Handing ? If is impoflible, and 
diredUy averfe from the dodrine of Chrift. He does not 
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take pleafure in any thing that proceeds from force or 
conftraint; he is pleaied only with a voluntary facrifice 
flowing from the heart. He does not command violence 
to be offered to the underftanding of men, but to invite 
them by reafon and gentienefs to the contemplation of 
true religion. Belides, what is more prefumptuous than 
for a mortal to take upon him to do what the Divine 
Spirit only can efledt. It is He alone Vho is able to en¬ 
lighten and purify the minds of men; and flich as He 
‘finds not altogether perverfe and repugnant to His holy 
influence, He removes from, daiknefs to the light of Chrif- 
tianity. 

That many of the Jews were not lincere in their con- 
verfion has been often evinced fince the above period, by 
the numbers that have fuffered perfecution, or quitted the 
country to avoid the rigour of the inquifition. The greateft 
part of them have fettled in England and Holland; and 
among the Jews who refide in thefe countries, thofe of 
Portugal are faid to be the nioft refpedlable chara<£lers, I 
know one'of them in this country who is much refpedled 
arid efteemed by all who know him for his amiable qua¬ 
lities ; he is kind and affedlfonate to hk relations, and 
warmly attached to his friends, among whom are people 
of Various fe6ts, Jews and Gentiles^ If many of the de- 
’feription of Mr. Rehello of Hackney have been baniflicd 
fxom Portugal^ th*e lofs mufl be very’great indeed. 


4- 


And 
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And yet, notwithftanding the perfecutioqs they have 
liiiFered, the love of that country is fo rooted in their na¬ 
ture, that many of them have been known to import earth 
from Liibon, and enjoined their furviving friends, as their 
laft dying requeft, to dkpofire it along with their corple. 
This is literally carrying the love of country into the grave. 
There is fomething in th^ air and foil of Portugal fo con¬ 
genial to the dilpofiilion pf the Ifraelites^ that when once 
accuftomed to it, neithcrvime, nor change, nor perfccu- 
• tion, can alter their affedions for it.^ Luiitania, in fhort,, 
is their favourite land; their Salem 5 for which they mourn 
wherever fate compels them to ftray, like* their anceftors of 
old on the banks of the Euphrates, who hung their harps 
on willow branches, *and fighed for their beloved Salem.. 


Father Lewis de Soufa. 


It is to the pen of this Father that I am indebted for 
the hiftory of the Royal Monaftery of Batalha,. of which 
I have given a tranflation in my ^iccount of that ftrudure. 
Amongft the hiftorians of Portugal,, he holds the*fi.rft rank 
in point of ftyle and veracity^ As the circumftance which 
induced him to feclude himfelf from the world and become 
a friar is rather lingular, a fliort account of it may not be 
unacceptable to the reader. 


In one thoufand five hundred and feventy-ttght, when 

Don Sebaftian, King of Portugal, was defeated and fiain in a 

pitched 
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pitched battle againft Muly Moloch, Emperor of Morocco, 
many'of the Nobility of Portugal, who accompanied him 
fhared the fame fate, and others who fell into the enemy’s 
hands were made captives. • 

I 

Amongft the Gentlemen who accompanied King Sebaftian 
in this unfortunate expedition, there was one whofe name 
the biographer has omitted; ^ it v^as iiitluded, however, in 
the return of the flain. Whei^ his wife who rellded in 
" Lifbon received the intelligence, (he neverthelefs enter-, 
tained hopes that it might have been & miftake, and that 
Heaven would yet favour her with a fight of him. 

r 

Under this pleafing expedation fhfc remained ten years, 
notwithftanding the repeated accounts fhe received from 
the agents employed to redeem the captives confirmed 
the relation of his death. Her friends, who were convinced 
of the truth of it, entreated her to relinquifh the idea of 
ever feeing him, and to enter once more into the marriage 
ftate. 

% 

Soufa, at this time, moved in the firfl circles of fafiiion ; 
his company was much fought for, as he was an excellent 
fcholar, as well as an accomplilhed Gentleman, he paid 
his addreffes to this Lady : her incredulity refpeding her 
hufband’s death, at this time, began to give way, and fhe 
was prevailed oh by her relations to give him her hand. 
Accordingly they were .married, and lived together in the 

greateft 
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greateft harmony; but it was of fhort duration: a mer¬ 
chant from Africa arrived in Lifbon, fought out the Lady, 
and informed her, that he was charged with a commiilion 
from her hufband who was in captivity, and relied upon 
her aifedtions to expedite his releafe. 

The unfortunate wonjan, quite overwhelmed with fliamc 
and furprife in this afl'edling dilemma, afked dc Soufa’s ad¬ 
vice, who was alfo aftonifhed at the news. As he was a 
prudent and confeientious man, he refolved to be guided 
in a matter of fuch delicacy* by the pureft didtates of 
honour. 

» 

In the lirfl: place, in or,der to afeertain the fadlr, he had 
rccourfc to an ingenious expedient; he condudted the 
meffenger to a pidturc gallery in his houfc, told him 
that a portrait of the Gentleman whom he affirmed to 
have feen was in the collcdlion, and requeued him to 
point it out a*s a proof that there was no miftakc in his 
dcclai-ation. The merchant endeavoured to excufc him- 
fclf, faying, that a long ftate of fervltude and cruel treat¬ 
ment had made fuch a change in the captive Gentleman, 
that he doubted if his mofl; intimate friends could reco:"*^- 

O 

nizc him were he prefent ; neverthelc fs, fiys he, forne 
leading features induce me to think that tins is his por¬ 
trait, pointing to the identical one. Soufa, from tin's and 
other collateral circumflanccs, was now convinced ol the 
truth of the who)^, and applauticd the merchant lor his 
humanity. 


It n 
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This afiair altcdled Soufli very mucli; he deliberated 
with himfelf in what manner to ad:; at length he refolved, 
Iiaving no children to provide for, to retire from the world, 
and feclude himfelf in a itionaftcry. The wife approved 
the refolution, and as a proof her grief and affedion, 
retired alfo into a nunnery near 'dlbon. But previous to 
their Icclufion, they ufed every Cleans in their power, to 
refeue the unfortunate Gentl<;majtj from captivity. 


Soufa now entered into the Dominican order, and lived 
in the convent of Bemflca* near Lilbon. The Fathers of 
this order, dchrous of completing the hiftory of their founda¬ 
tion, thought this a favourable opportunity, and knowing 
Soufa to be a man of great talents, th'ey requefted him to 
undertake the talk, and perfed what Cacegas, a friar of the 
fame order, had begun. He accordingly fet about it, and 
after many years labour, publifhed it in the year one thou- 
fand fix hundred and nineteen, under the name of Cacegas, 
and his own; thus, from his extreme modefty, dividing the 
honour of the work, the yvhole of which he could juftly 
claim as his own ; but pofterity has done jufticc to his 
nibmory, and Cacegas’s name is now remembered only 
through Soufa’s works. 


Flis fads are faid to be accurate and well arranged ; his 
dedudions natural and folid; his ftylc throughout is 
fimplc and nervous; and what adds greater honour to 
his memory, he was a man of exemplary piety and hu- 
^manity. 6 


In 
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la the year one thoufand Icvca hundred and ninety, 
Father John dc Souza, wJio we before mentioned (page 154 
and 199) publini;.d a cunous collection of papers, entitled 
Docume 7 itos At'abicos^ which he tranilated into Portugiiefc, 
by permiHlon of her Majefty, from the original Arabic 
manuferipts, depofited ^n the royal archives of Liibon. 
They chiefly conflfl: of | copies of letters that pafled be¬ 
tween the Kings of PoriugaJ and the tributary Princes of 
India in the flxteenth century. We (hall attempt to ren¬ 
der one of them into Englifh from the Portuguefc verfion,* 
which is written in the true fpirit of the adulatory ftylc. 

A Lett O'- from the; Kmg of Melinda^ to Evtanuel King 

of Portugal, 

“ With the moft profound refpcCf, exalted and honour¬ 
able cxprefllons, praifes, falutations, and greetings from an 
humble and faithful Icrvant, (who implores forgivenefs 
from the majefty of God,) the Xeque Wagerage, to the 
prefence of the moft illuftrious,, happy, efteemed, fincere, 
praife-worthy, protecting, permanent, and invincible Mo¬ 
narch Emanuel, to whom appertain every kindnefs, favodr, 
and honour. His name is celebrated by the people of 
every region j his beneficence is perpetual, and his fame 
evcrlafting. Lord of the ennobled court, of the kingdom 
of difeoveries, and of the palace of treafures. His fubjeCts 
arc victorious, his caftlcs formidable, fiis garrifons forti¬ 
fied, his battcric^ elevated, his walls decorated, his ftrccts 

ji II 2 oinamcntcd, 
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ornamented, his houfes lofty, his palaces admirable,, his 
people ju/l, hi-s clergy humble, his monks learned, his 
conftitution cflablifhcd, his fubjedls entcrprifing, his gates 
defended, his heroes intrepid, his cavalry valiant; one of 
them would fight a hundred warriors. To his city are 
difpatched fleets deeply iaden; hi/ prefence bows the head 
and bends the knee; he is the f/untain of commerce in 
every city and kingdom. Tl\c eqjiity of his adminiftration 
enriches the poor, and fhortens ftie days of his enemies: 

‘ whoever feeks to find a blcmifh in him, will feck in vain 
for what the eye never faw,. nor the ear ever heard ; he is 
the fource of goodnefs and honours, the dilpenfer of titles, 
the fl:cm of nobility, the centre* of the univerfe, the pillar 
of power, the munificent protedlor of the virtuous and 
meritorious, the King of regions, the crown of greatnefs, 
the diadem of liberality, whofe forces have fubdued Sinde, 
India, Perfia, Arabia, Egypt, Syria, Yeman, and all the 
provinces of the univerife. His voice brings the infblent 
to fubjeftion, and his afpedl humbles the proud; an ex¬ 
ample beyond emulation i his name is praifed amongft 
men, becaufe he raifes up the poor. When he fits on his 
tlnone every eye is dazzled with his glory; his cuftoms 
are agreeable, his authority nerves the arm of the warrior, 
his fame refounds from pole to pole, his prefence is more 
beailtiful than the full moon, his graces refrefh like the 
dew of fpring, his determinations are as fixed as fate, his 
name extends to every part of the earth, his beneficence 
diftinguifhes him at all times and in all countries: fuch 

II is 
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is King Emanuel; the great God perpetuate his reign, and 
preferve him from the envy and artifice of his enemies. 
Amen. 

“ This is to give ihce to undcrftand, moft dear and 
finccrc friend, that tlte writer .is in good health, and 
anxious to know the Aate of thine, and of all that be¬ 
long to thee. May theiLord preferve thee, and all that is 
thine ! He would have\comc in perfon to thy noble pre- 
. fence; but being occupied in rearing his fons, and pro-* 
viding them with fervants and flaves, who, together with 
their father, is thy fervant and flave j and never ceafes to 
pray to God, by day and night, to crown thee with ho¬ 
nour, riches, and glory. His perfon and property have 
been entirely devoted to thy. fervice, from the firft time he 
has leen thy fubjedts to the prefent hour, as they can in¬ 
form thee. He implores thy protedion and friendfhip, 
to the end that he may be honoured and efteemed by 
thy people. He begs thy permifiion to fail in his own 
fhip once a year to Goa and Mofambique, to provide ne- 
ceflaries for thy ufe. ’ , 

0 

“ Having contemplated all that this world could hitherto- 
boaft of, he never could difeover a monarch more power¬ 
ful, nor an empire more happy than thine. It has pleafed 
God to fhower his blcfTings in abundance on thee,^and it. 
is to him alone thofe blefllngs muft be aferibed. 

“ La 
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“ In ancient days, be it known to thee, O King, there 
lived a generous man, named Halem, who was the very 
e/Tence of liberality, and had riches adequate to his mu¬ 
nificence ; in all his life he was never known to refufe 
any requeft: it is related that a ran who wanted to try 
the extent of his liberality, made a journey for that pur- 
pofe to his houle. Halem alked v^hat brought him hither. 
1 came, faid he, to demand thy headi What claim haft 
thou to my head, replied tlalem-^ Liften to me, quoth 
he ; there lives a King in my neighbourhood, who gave 
me a thoufand pieces of gold to permit him to wear his 
head. Halem immediately retired to his chamber, brought 
out a thoufind pieces, and fays to the man, as he extended 
his neck. Here, friend, take your choice, my head or the 
money : the man accepted the latter, and went away. 


“ Thy fervant now, O King I repeats afimilar experi¬ 
ment ; as thou art the moft liberal Sovereign among the 
Kings of the earth, I figure to myfelf thy mighty power 
and refplendcnt qualities; and my friends, who have 
weighed thy grandeur with all others, agree that Alex¬ 
ander and Crefar were even as duft in the balance compared 
to thee, becaule all the treafufe of the globe is at thy dif- 
pofal; thy gencroflty, therefore, Jiowever great, can never 
lefiTen thy wealth ; remember then, O King ! that, of all 
•others,, I am * the moft deferving of thy favours. 


* He fpcaks of hlrnfdf promifcuoufly in the third and firft perfons Cngular. 

* • “ Thy 
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Thy fervant, the Xeque Wagerage, implores thee to 
look with an eye of compaffion and clemency on the in¬ 
habitants of Melinda, and if they be found worthy of fo 
great a favour, it will raife the'm in the eftimation of fur* 
rounding nations, and\entitle them to their praife, re- 
fpe<£i, and protedlion and as *the Xeque of Melinda 
never yet vilited Mofiralbique, he experts that thou wilt 
condefeend that he lhou|d gq thither; and if any perfon, 
whether Portuguefe or hiliffelman, fliould prefume to dic¬ 
tate to him, or refill his authority, he fhall reply, that* 
fuch is King Emanuel’s pleasure, which is the manner 
he now commands and determines all matters in Melinda; 
bccaufe the authority of Monarchs is unlimited: he alfo 
defires, when the Xeque^of Melinda is at Mofambique, 
that orders will be given to the Portuguefe not to offend 
him, but confider him as the organ of the King, and in- 
vefled with his power. He will take cognizance of thole 
who have always co-operated to exalt thy name, interefl, 
and reputation’; of this teflimony fhall be given by tliy 
fervants Simon de Andrade, Francifeo Pereira, Fernando 
dc Freitas, Gafpar de Paiva, Antonio da Cofta, and all 
the reft of the Chriflians, as well as Muffelmen of Mo¬ 
zambique. 


“ In fine, be affured, O King I that myfclf, ’my 
fons, and my property, are devoted to thy fervice, and ’ 
fhall continue fo to the lafl day of my life; therefore I 

, implore 
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implore thee to accede to my fupplications. Peace be 
with thee! 


“ Know, O interpreter of this letter! that the Xeque 
Wagerage warns thee to read this /larrativc to the King in 
a proper and becoming manner,^ without adding or di- 
minifliing ought j fo that it may a])pcar to all, that the 
Sovereign was delighted with it^lcontents. He will pay 
thee thy cuftomary fees; be careful, therefore, in doing 
juftice to it, and God will reward thee. Twenty-eighth 
of Zulcade nine hundred and twenty-one of the Hegira; 
which correfponds to the thirtieth of September one thou- 
fand five hundred and fifteen.” ‘ 


Note by De Souza, 

The Xeque Wagerage was Lord of Melinda when 
Vafeo da Gama concluded a treaty of alliance with him, 
in the year fifteen hgndrcd; m confequence of which, 
that Prince fent an Ambaflador with Vafeo da Gama to 
Portugal, with a rich prefent to King Emanuel. This 
Ambaflador returned to Mel;n,da in the fliip of Pedralves 
Cabral, and brought with him a letter and a prefent from 
King Emanuel to his friend the Xeque. 

Fide Chron, part i. 42. et feq. 


Cintra. 
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Cintra, 

The name of a mountainous country, about twenty 
miles Weft of Lifbon, That part of it which is called 
the Rock of Cintra is well known to all navigators, from 
its being fituated at the Weftern extremity of Europe. In 
the writings of the ancient'geographers, it is called the 
Promontory of the Moon; by others, OUJiponefe ; probably* 
on account of its vicinage to Liibon; but according tQ 
Strabo, it was formerly named Hiema* 

t 

Nature apparently threw up the mountain of Cintra as 
a formidable barrier to *ftay the waves of the Atlantic 
Ocean, and to mark the Weftern termination of her works 
in the European world. The height of the loftieft part 
of it above the level of the fea. is computed at upwards of 
three thoufand feet. Every morning its (limmit is enve¬ 
loped in clouds, and in the evening, long after night has 
obfeured the vallics, it retains Tome glimmering of day- 
light. 

On its apex there is a irionaftery of the Order of Saint 
yeronimoy whofe Weftern front ftrikes every fpe^ator with 
awe, as it appears hanging over an aflemblagc of lofty . 
(battered rocks. 

I I 


From 
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From the village of Cintra, which is htuated at the 
foot of tliis mountain,, on the Weftern fide, I fpent two 
Iioiirs in climbing up to the mohallcry. It was founded 
by King Emanuel at the beginning ol the fixteenth cen¬ 
tury. The architedure is of a fpecics of Gothic, not 
purely Norman nor Arabian, but a compound of both r 
the wholfe is built of a grcyilh ftonc of the granite kind, 
and the vaults of the church,^ chaptcr-lioufe, and facrifly, 
are conilruded of the fame materials, and formed into 
'divers compartments by ribs and crofs fpringers ; the chap- 
ter-houfe, particularly, exldbits a fine fpecimen of this 
kind of vaulting. 

c 

In the chiirdi is a curious facrpiriuni of alabafter, faid to 
be the work of an Italian. Whoever was the artift, he 
appears tp have poffefled but flender abilities as a fculptor. 
One of the Friars placed a lighted candle in the inlide of 
it, and clofed the aperture; yet, from the tranfparcncy of 
the flone, it emitted light fufficient to read' by. 

‘ H 

Probably it was of this kind of ftone that the Temple 
oVFortuna Seia was conftruded, of which Montfa'ucon 

I ^ 

(peaks in his Diarium lialicum, 

“* Pliny informs lis, that Nero built the Temple of 
* Fortujta Seia, on the fpot firft dedicated to her by Servius. 
Tullius, of a fort of ftone found in Cappadocia, as tranf- 

13 }>arent 
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parent as glafs. Hence it was called Phengitcs^ from the 
Greek word Phengos ; that is to fay, brightnefs. 

“ I have met fome who hold Pliny’s relation of this 
temple as fabulous; but indeed there is nothing in it 
incredible; for daily c'^cperience‘evinces the truth of as 
improbable matters. In the church of Saint Mini as ^ at 
Florence, there are’windows, of alabafter, inftead of glafs; 
a table of which fills each aperture, though fifteen feet 
high, and yet the church is fufficiently luminous. Were 
the alabafter column ftanding* in the Vatican library cut 
into tables, it would be almoft as tranfparent as glafs.” 

• * 

To return to the mon^ftery. Here is an hofpitiiim for 
the accommodation of pilgrims who vifit this church to 
perform nevenaries ; that is to fay, nine days devotion; 
and alfo for thole who come to celebrate vigils. 

The number of Friars who formerly inhabited the mo- 
naftery amounted to thirty; at; prefent they are reduced 
to four. Were I one of the Order, I Ihould wilh to pafs 
my days among them; for I never faw a more charmfng 
fituation for meditation, more fequeftered from the con¬ 
cerns of life, or better adapted for difpofing the mind to 
tlie contemplation of another life. * 

Hence I do not wonder at the relations handed down to 
us from paft ages, of fo many mighty things having been 

I I 2 achieved 
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achieved on mountains; they are the fitteft theatres, on 
many accounts, for performing great exploits, 

I 

Indeed it is almoll impdffible for an inhabitant of this 
place not to aft and think different from thofe who dwell 
in a valley. The founds and profpeAs peculiar to it are 
very favourable to refledion, particularly of a ftormy day, 
when the murmurs of furges, and the howling of tern- 
, pells, fill the mind with a lympathetic fadnefs. Where- 
ever we turn our eyes, the mind is ftruck with the awful ' 
works of Nature; on one fide is the diftant ocean, whole 
evanid furlace blends with the blue horizon; beneath, 
the deep valley ftrikes one with the appearance of an 
auguft cavern : the Ihattcred ftajte of the impending rocks 
on the declivity of the mountain, torn as it were afunder, 
and every where burlling from the foil, threaten at the 
lead Ihock to tumble down and deftroy the village. 

About thirty years ago a foreijgn gentleman difeovered 
a mine of loadftonc in this mountain. What fuggelled 
the idea of it, were the herbs that grew immediately over 
if, ’ which were of a pale colour, and more feeble than the 
adjacent plants of the lame %ecics. Having dug about 
fix feet deep,, he found a fine vein; but as the mountain 
is a hiafs of disjointed rocks and clay, he could not pro¬ 
ceed farther, without propping as he excavated.. Govern¬ 
ment, therefore, apprehending the produce would not de¬ 
fray the expence, orderedat to* be £hut up% 

On 
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On the Weftcrn fide of the mountain are feen the re¬ 
mains of fome ancient wails, which are built partly on the 
rocks, and partly conftrudcd over the cavities. Subter¬ 
ranean paflfages and fragments* of ancient tombs are faid 
to have been found here j but hitherto no account of 
them, nor of the other veftigcs,* have been given to the 
public. Whether they are Roman or Moorifque I could 
not learn ; but moll probabjy they appertain to the latter, 
or at leaft parts of them, as there are the remains of an 
* ancient building, fuppofed to have been a mofque Hill ex-* 
tant. A fmall apartment to the rear of it is vaulted and 
ornamented with liars painted on an azure ground ; and 
the walls Hill retain fome #irefliges of Arabic chara<5ters. 

The finell piece of antiquity about the place is a qua¬ 
drangular monument, fuppofed to have been a Moor¬ 
ifque bath; it is fifty feet long by feventeen broad. An¬ 
nexed is an interior view of it; Plate Xlf. The walls 
are built of hdwn ftone, with three pilallers at each fide, 
which are continued in arches, a® bands to the vault, with 
which it is covered. 

The water of this bath is four feet deep ; and what is 
very remarkable, it neither increafes or diminifhes, Win¬ 
ter or Surnmcn, though it has no apparent fourcc; 'and 
notwithftanding it is never cleaned, yet it is always* tranf- * 
parent, and the fidet- and. bottom are free from weeds or 

* fediment, 
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fediment, which, according to Vitruvius, are the fureft 
hgns of the falubrity of water. 

There is a tradition among the common people, that 
treafures are hidden beneath the above ruins; and that 
under this bath are interred a Morifque King, with Jih 
treafures, in a tomb of brafs, guarded by evil fpirits. And 
not only the common people, but allb tliofc wlio, from 
their fituation in life, ought to know better, give credit 
• to thefe ridiculous tales. 

The village of Ciptra, and the different villas at the 
foot of the mountain, are fuppUed with water from its 
fummit, by means of little conduits formed along its 
fides. How this water is cojleded on the mountain, has 

I 

given rife to various conjedures; fome imagine it to pro¬ 
ceed from the diftillations of the clouds, which, as we 

♦ 

obferved before, envelope it morning and evening; but it 
is evident that an hour of meridian fun, in Summer, will 
exhale more vappurs iii this country, than is imbibed by 
the higheft mountain in the courfe of a night. Others 
conjecture that the latent moifture is drawn upwards by 
fome magnetic properties of the mountain, in the nature 
of a fiphon; but, ftriCily fpeaking, there is no water to be 
found here on the very fummit. The convent, which is 
leatcd* on ihe mountain, h fuppiicd by a well, which 1 
compute to be fixty or feventy feet dfeqp; no?w this is the 
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highefl water to be found in this mountain ; and the 
fame depth below the furface of the earth is fufficient, 
generally, to afeertain water in plains: of courfe, the fame 
caiife by which water is impelled to afeend in the latter, 
will apply to the former. We may alfo add, that in moun¬ 
tains the intcrfpaces' of the rocks may be confidcred as fo 
many tubes through which water afeends, as in the {hafts 
of wells, owing to its volatile and porous nature; for it is 
computed to have forty times more fpace in it than matter:, 
we find a fimilar effedl produced by a cloth partly im- 
merfed, and partly hanging otfer the fide of a vcffel with 
water, w'hich it draws out as cffeftually as a fiphon. 

At the foot of the aboye mountain, contiguous to the 
village of Cintra, is a palace, wherein the Royal family 
ufed formerly to refide during the Summer fcafon, on ac¬ 
count of the amenity of the place, and the fihibrity of the 
air; for though it is but fixtecn miles diftant from Lifijon, 
yet I was afilifed by a Gentleman, w^ho occafionally re- 
fided here for many years, and kept a regiifer of the 
weather, that he found it, on an average, eight degrees 
colder in the month of July than the capital. 

Notwithftanding this and many other advantages which 
Cintra polTelTes ov^ any other part of Portugal, it is but 
little reforted to by the natives. The pa|acc is entirely dc- 
ferted, and has not, I believe, been much frequented fince 
the death of Alfonfo VI. who ended his miferable life in 
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it after a clofe confinement of feven years. The floor of 

the apartment wherein he was immured, which is paved 

with tiles, is broken and worn in many parts, from his 

fteps; for he was continually walking in it, or taking 

fnufF, his chief amufements. • 

«> 

The principal crime laid to the charge of this unfortu¬ 
nate Prince was impotency j ^ for this Tie loft his crown, 
his wife, and his liberty. He reigned five years, was im- 
*prifoned fourteen; eight of which he palled in the illand 
of Tercera, and the remainder here. He died in one 
thoufand fix hundred and fixty-nine, in the forty-eighth 
year of his age j and in three months after died his wife, 
who married his brother Peter the Sedond. 

This palace, apparently, has been raifed by piecc-meal, 
for it is very irregular throughout; the architedlure is 
chiefly Arabian: the ornaments that accompany the win¬ 
dows reprefent interlaced branches of trees deprived of 
the leaves,. and as thoii^ fome of the Ihoots were lopped 
off. I have given a reprefentation of one of them in the 
introduAion to my defeription of the monaftery of Batalha. 
Over the kitchen are raifed two lofty cones for chimnies, 
which refemble the fhafts of out glafshoufes: the apa rt- 
meftts are numerous; but the communication from the one 
to the* other is not very convenient. The principal orna¬ 
ments about it are fountains, which arc conftantly fup- 
plied from the mountains with excellent water; there are 
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no gaidens annexed to it on account of the precipice to 
the rear. 


Alfonfo the Fourth, at his acceflion to the throne, 
palled a month here together in hunting the wiki beads, 
which, in his time, roved in numbers about thefe mouii- 
taiiis. The fevere reproof he received from one of his 
fi!bje(3:s oil that occalion deferves to be recorded. 


Whilft the King was enjoying the pleafurcs of the chace 
v^'ith his favourites, the affaii's of the date were conhgned 
to men who dudied their own intered more than tliat of 
the public. The ^Nobility, perceiving the abufes of the 
Miniders, and the Sovereign’s inattention to the duties of 
his crown, held a council at Lifbon, to which they invited 
the Prince. He accordingly appeared; but, indcad of 
attending to their deliberations, he proceeded to recite bis 
adventures at Cintra, with all the levity of a young fjxjrtf- 
man. When he had finidied his narrative, one of the 
Noblemen dood up, and thus addrefled the King: 


i( c; 


t)ire,—Courts and camps were allotted lor Kings, *not 
woods and mountains. When bulincfs is facriiiced to 
amufement, the affairs even of private pcrh)ns arc in dan¬ 
ger; but when pleafure cngrofk's the thoughts of a King,^ 
a whole nation mud inevitably be conhgncd to ruin. 
Sire, we came here, not to hear the adventures ol the 

, K K • chacc, 
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chace, which are intelligible only to grooms and falconers, 
but to confult the welfare of the people. Your Majefty 
will find fufficient employment in attending to their wants; 
and if you will remove the gnevances with which they are 
oppreffed, you will find them dutiful and obedient fub- 
je£l:s, if not-here the King ftarting up in a rage in¬ 
terrupted him, faying, if not y what then?-If not, re¬ 

fumed the Nobleman in a firm tone, they will look for a 
better King.” 

Alfonfo haftened out of fhe room, and in the highell 
tranfport of pafiion exprefled his refentment; but as 
paffion always begins in folly anc^ ends in forrow, his rage 
foon abated, and he returned witfi a ferene countenance to- 
the aflembly, whom he thus addreffed : 

“ I now perceive the truth of what you have juft ad¬ 
vanced. A King, who will not perform the duties of his 
throne, cannot have affedionate fubje£ts. Remember, that 
from this day you have to do, not with Alfonfo the fportf- 
man, but with Alfonfo the Fourth, King of Portugal.” 
His Majefty did not fail to adherp to his promife. He after- 
^ wards became one of the beft Kings that ever reigned in 
Portugal. 

% 

4 

The Marquis de; Marialva has a manfion near this vil¬ 
lage, where the Royal family honoured him with a vifit 

3* • on 
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on the month of Auguft laft. In the evening they were 
entertained with an excellent concert, confifting of up¬ 
wards of forty performers, among whom were fome emi¬ 
nent mulicians. Her Majefty was dreffed in black. His 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Brazil fat on her right hand, 
and the two PrinceflcS on her left: all were dreffed in the 
plaineft manner, fuch as every perfon mull admire who 
has a juft fenle df true greatnefs. They were attended by 
fcveral of the Nobility and Minifters of ftate. 

The nSble hoft begged Ijer Majefty’s permiffion to hear 
an officer of the guards play a folo upon a Jew’s harp; 
which being granted, Ije entered the room fully equipped 
as on duty, and played a difficult piece in a mafterly 
manner, infomuch as* peculiarly to arreft the attention 
of the Royal villtants. Next appeared a beautiful girl, 
about nine years of age, dreffed in all the tinfel of theatric 
pride: Ihc fung an euloge to the Queen; and, at the lame 
time, danced a kind of alemande. Her voice was clear 
and melodious, her action graceful and fentimental. She 
did not appear embarrafled in the leaft at the prefence of 
the Sovereign, whole power, magnificence, and virtues, fhe 
was extollinig to the Ikies, 

» t 

« 

A dance followed after this between a black girl, a na¬ 
tive of Africa, and a dwarf belonging to the Marquis'de 
Marialva: the African is named Dod Rofa; Ihe lives with 

K \ 2 her 
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her Majefty, at whofe feet fhe fat during the concert. I 
obferved, at different times, that flie fpoke to the Queen, 
and refted her hand upon her lap: this inftance of Royal 
condefcenfion to one of that perfecuted race, deferves to 
be recorded for the honour of human nature. 


About nine oVlock, two of the moft eminent perform¬ 
ers on the violin played a duet: after* which the Royal 
family withdrew to the gardens, where a grand exhibition 
oV fire-works was prepared and played off, under the in- 
fpedtion of a Prieft of Cintra* ^ 


k 


When this was over, the Royal guefts fat down to fupper, 
in a fuperb faloon, decorated with green boughs, fome 
bearing bloffoms and others fruit. The table was laid 
out with all the elegance imaginable. There was alfo a 
table for the Nobility, Minifters, and Officers of the guards, 
and another for the Maids of Honour, in feparate apart¬ 
ments. The princely ftyle in which every thhig was con- 
duded, refleds great honour on the well known tafte and 
* hofpitality oT the noble Marquis, whofe charader refts 
upon a llill more exalted bafis, his attachment to his 
Sovereign and country, his moderation in all his a<^ions. 


About fix miles South-weft of the village of Cintra, 
are fome'veftiges of a ftrudlure, fuppofed to have been a 
temple dedicated to the fun and moon. Nunez de Leao^ 

who 
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who has publifhed a fhort defcription of Portugal, fays, 
there remains fbme fragments of it bearing the two fol¬ 
lowing infcriptions: 

Soli . et . Lunae . 

C^Tius . AciDtis . Perennis . 

Leg . Aug . Pro . ProVinciae . 

Lusitania: . 

Soli . iETERNo . Luna: t pro , ^ternitate . 

Imperii . et . salute . Imper . Cai . 

* Septimii , Severi . Augusti . Pii . et . ImIp . * 

Gaos . M . Aurelii . Anto^hni . Pii. 

Et . Julia .-auc . — m .- CiES . 

Et . JuLiiE . Aug . matris . CiES . Dru . 

Sus . VeSTER . SlCILIAI^US . VlATOUS . 

Augustorum . T . Q^. Julius . Saturni . 

Et . Antoninus . 

According to Florian de Campo, a continued chain of 
mountains extends from this place, under the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the'Ifland of Madeira, which is diftant one 
hundred and fifty leagues from thence. As it is eafier to 
make afiertions of this kind than to prove them, an author, 
who is fond of the marvellous, may advance them at pleii- 
fure, without ap*prehenfion of being refuted by ocular de- 
monftration. Very few, however, who have ventured into 
the chaos of conjecture, have fucceedcd better than Huygens; 
his famous hypothefis gives us a fublime idea of tlie im- 
menfity of fpace, and of the ineffable wofks of the Omni¬ 
potent Being; befi^es, it is not iu\probable, as he obferves, 

r that 
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that in the regions of infinity there may be fiars •whofe light 
is n'ot yet travelled down to us Jince their firjl creation. 

But to return to our fubjcA. Here is a rock called 
Pedra da Alvidras^ whofe height above the fea, which is 
at the foot of it, apparently is not lefs than two hundred 
feet; and though it is very fteep, and the furface fmooth, 
yet I am informed that the, neighbouring labourers, with¬ 
out ropes or apparatus of any kind, defcend to the bot¬ 
tom of it to fifli, each carrying a rod and a bafket, and 
clamber up the feme route. They often perform this talk 
for a fmall prelent, to amufe, or rather to terrify, thole 
who vifit the place. The kaft flip would be fatal to 
them, as they -muft inevitably^ be dalhed to pieces againft 
the jfharp projecting rocks beneath. I have not heard, 
however, that any have fallen a facrifice to their temerity. 

What a flriking inftance is the above of .-the effeCts of 
education. A foldier would Iboner undertake to face the 
mouth of a loaded cannon, than to follow fuch a daring 
example*-, yet thefe people, who are accuftomed to it from 
their infancy, appear divefted of fear on this occafion, 
though, perhaps, they dare not venture by night to a 
place reputed for the haunt of ghofls or goblins. 

A. fine valley, called Collares, extends between this and 
the village of Ointra. It may be called the Golden Vale 
.of.Pgrtugal; for it is ojie of the richeft and beft cultivated 
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ipots in the kingdom. The greater part of it is pJanted 
with fruit-trees, particularly orange; and though they are. 
fo clofe together, that their boughs intertwine, yet they 
bear vaft quantities of delicious* fruit. 

The frmt and green markets of ‘Lifbon are chiefly fup- 
plied from this luxuriant garden. Mulk and water-melons 
grow in it in flich abundance, that the inhabitants fell 
them during the feafon for lefs than a penny a piece. 

Of the peculiarity of the foil^about this diftri£l, Carca- 
vella furniflies a ftriking inftance; where there is a vineyard, 

no conflderable extent, that yields grapes different from 
thofe of any other part of the kingdom ; its wine is well 
known all over Europe, btlt I believe its name is better 
known in general than its flavour; for it is not poflible that 
fb limited a Ipot can yield one half of the wine fold in 
London alone under the denomination of Carcavclla, or 
Calcavella, as it is improperly called. 


Cork Convent. • 

«• 

This Convent, or Hermitage,, is partly burrowed between 
the rocks, which ferve as vaults to the church, facrifty, and 
chapter-houfe, &c. and pdrtly built over the furface. The 
lubterraneous apartments are lighted by holes cut obliquely 

in the rocks,, and' lined internally witlj cork, to guard 
againfl: the humidity. Hence it is called the Cork Con¬ 
vent. It is inhabked by about tWenty hermits of the moft 
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rigid Order of Saint Francis. They are governed by a 
Prior, and live chiefly on filh, fruit, and bread : each has 
a feparate cell, about the fize of a grave, furnilhed with a 
mattrefs; yet one of their community who lately died, 
named Honorius, thinking the meaneft of thcfe cells too 
luxurious a habitation, retired to a circular pit at the rear 
of the Hermitage, not larger than Diogenes’s tub, for it 
is but four feet diameter; and here, after a refldence of 
flxteen years, he ended his peaceful days at a good old age. 
The floor of it is ftrewed with leaves, which ferved for ‘ 
his bed; and the rugged Atone, which he ufed alternately 
as a pillow and /cat, is flill to be feen there. Thefe in- 
ftances of felf-denial fhew us into what a narrow compafs 
all human wants might be reduced, and evince the truth 
of the poet’s a/Tertion : 

Man wants but little here below ; 

Nor wants that little long. , Coldfmith. 

A Portuguefe nobleman, well known for his poetical 
tafte, wrote a few lines extempore, deferibing the beauties 
of this enchanting country, during my rclidencc there. 

I have thus attempted them in Englifh : . 


Defeription of Citiira. 

* Cintra, whofe mountains feck the /kies, 
Thy vault's deck’d in living green; 
TTiy flowrets rob’d in varying dies, 

With grottos form’d by Fancy’s queou. 


Refre/hing 
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Refrefhing rills that never fail, 

When Phoebus fhoots his brighteft beams; 

Whilil balmy odours load each gale, 

And nodding fruits furvey the ftreams. 

9 

Here Zephyr courts each opening flower, 

And birds that charm', of every fong; 

Here echo dwells in mazy bower. 

And love that lifts the whole night long. 


Pmha Verde^ 

\ 

Formerly the refidence of Don John De Callro, is now 
inhabited by one of his defcendants. Here that great 
man paffcd the (heft intervals that peace permitted his 
abfence from the field or the ocean ; alternately^ employed 
in ftudy and cultivating his gardens. To evince his indif¬ 
ference for any emolument that might arife from thelc 
plantations, he caufed them to be ftripped of every fruit- 
tree, and had fterile ones planted in their place. 

Penha Verde, for its extent, is the beft fituated«for diver- 
fity and profpedt of any villa in the kingdom; the country 
on every fide prefents a wild ’affemblage of ftriking feenes; 
mountains and vallies interfperled with rocks, wood, and 
water ; little temples and grottos are conftruded in divers 
parts of the gardens: the former is furnifiied with altars, 
which Don John ufed often vifit to pra)»; a duty which 

I. L he 
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he llriAly obferved, whether in peace or war; for he juftly 
conceived that piety is not incompatible with true courage. 
To a man of his caft of mind, there cannot be a more ap¬ 
propriate refidence : as the greater part of his life was fpent 
among fcenes of the moft tumultuous nature, in Europe, 
Afia, or Africa, the wilds of Cintra ferved but to fan that 
Ipirit of enterprife which animated him till the laft hour 
of his life. 

The adlions of this celebrated charadler have been re- • 

0 

corded by different writers, particularly Jacinto Freyrc 
de Andrade, who has publilhed an account of his life ; 
and they all allow that he defei;ves to be clailed in the firft 
rank of Chriftian heroes. A man who, by his precepts 
and example, contributed fo much to the advancement of 
public and private virtue, and left to pofterity the moft 
illuftrious inftances of Courage, probity, and patriotilm, is 
entitled to a more honourable niche than I can beftow 
him among theft trifling fragments. The fketch that I 
am about to offer of His inemoirs is colledled, partly from 
thoft efteemed the beft Portuguefe writers, and partly 
from the oral tradition of well-informed people. 
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Don yohn do Cafiro, 

Don John de Caftro was born at Liftion in the year one 
thoufand five hundred, ,of an illuftrious family. In his 
youth he appears to have made great progrefs in mathema¬ 
tics, under the celebrated Peter Nonnius, one of the ableft 
profeflbrs of that fcience of his time. Fired with the mili¬ 
tary fame of his countrymen, he was determined to fhare, 
the laurels which they were then reaping at Tangiers, the 
feat of martial achievements; Tor this purpofe he departed 
fecretly from his parents at the age of eighteen, and foon 
after appeared at Africa ih the front of battle. His va¬ 
lour and prudence did noti pafs unnoticed here, for he was 
knighted in the field by Don Edward de Menezes, the 
Governor of Tangiers. 

After ferving nine years in this place, he returned to 
his native country, where he was received by his Sove¬ 
reign and fellow-citizens with-every mark of ^diftinclion 
to which his fervices juftly entitled him ; confeious, how¬ 
ever, that he had only done his duty, his mind was not 
to be diverted by the applaufe of the moment. He re¬ 
tired to the folitary rocks of Cintra, not to repofc bn his 
laurels, but to promote the farther welfare of his country, . 
by the application of an aftive and capjjcious mind to tlie 
ftudies neceflary to conllitute a great commander. 


L L 2 


As 
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As his health, which had been injured by wounds and 
fatigue, began to mend, he was impatient to put the plans 
he had deviled in the clofet into execution, which, in a 
Ihort time, he partly acconAplilhed in various engagements 
by fea under his command. 

The tranquillity of affairs in Africa now afforded 
him an opportunity of difplaying hil talents in another 
quarter. He fet out for India as a volunteer, and accom- 
* panied Eflevaon de Gama in his expedition fo the mouth 
of the Red Sea. The King fent out orders to the Go¬ 
vernor of Goa, to pay him a thouland crufados annually 
as long as he remained in thajt country: but Don John 
refufed this bounty, thinking it more honourable to live 
frugally on his own fcanty fortune, than be ranked among 
the needy penffoners of the crown. 

During the intervals of repofe in this expedition was 

Don John employed in making charts, and taking obferva- 

tions of the bays and coaffs along the Straits of Suez. 

He is faid to have made* many judicious oblervations on 

the Red Sea, and on the caufe of the overflow of the 

Nile. Thele, together with other pieces* written in the 

courfe of his voyages, he dedicated to the early companion 

of his ftudies, Don Lewis, brother to the King. 

% 

But there is one thing ftill more remarkable of him in 
that expedition, though^ perhaps, not generally known. 

• At 
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At his return he is faid to have brought to Portugal the 
firft orange-tree ever ieen in Europe, and from which ori¬ 
ginated all that valuable fruitage we poflefs at this day. 
The fervice he rendered mankind by this a£b alone en¬ 
titles him to the gratitude of pofterity ; and he himfelf 
was not fo dazzled with the love of military fame, as 
not to eftcem this^ gift to his country as the greateft of 
all his adtions. 

And here it may be reafonably afked, why a perfon of 
his diftinguifhed talents was hot invefted with fome im¬ 
portant command in Alia ? But his biographer thus 
refolves the queftion: In his days, as at prelent, the 
Sovereign’s favour was but too often obtained through 
the influence of favourites; and as Don John was not of 
an obfequious difpolltion, and too proud to derive any 
diflindtion from the minions of a court, it is not matter 

of furprile that he remained fo long negledted. 

• • • 

The time, however, arrived, when the King, waving 
all confiderations of minifterial influence, refolvcd to 
reward one faithful fervaijt, in Don John de Caftro, 
who had never alked him a favour, nor ever denied his 
fervices in his country’s’caufe. His Majefty lent for him 
ftiortly after ^his arrival from India, and appointed him, 
Governor of all his territories in the He accord¬ 

ingly fet out with the general wiflies of the nation, to take 

* upon 
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upon him this important command, on the feventeenth 
of Mi’ch one thoufand five hundred and forty-five. 

Having arrived at the feat of government, he found 
innumerable difficulties to furmount; an expenfive war 
had exhaufted the treafuty, and the troops were funk into 
effeminacy and diffipation. Don John, however, was not 
to be intimidated by fiich difeouraging circumftances. He 
immediately fet about reforming every department of the 
*ftate, civil and military, and in a fhort time reftored 
(Economy to the one, frcigality and difciplinc to the 
other} he himfelf was the firfi: to fet the example in 

each, thereby enforcing his precepts by his pradtice. 

« 

ft 

But the moft difficult part of the talk was to reform 
the foldiers from their depraved habits ; and in accom- 
plifhing this, he might be faid to have cheated them 
into dilcipline } for the only means he eniploved was emu¬ 
lation, of all other means the moft congenial to'thc pride 
of a foldicr. For this purpofe he introduced every manly 
cxercife that could brace the finews and banifti eft'emi- 
nacy : military evolutions, feats of horfcmanffiip, wreft- 
ling, racing, throwing the bar, &c. indeed it may be faid 
that he revived the emulation of.the Olympic games in the 
plal ns of Goa. The moments of repofe were fparingly 
counted to every foldier, and out of thele they were 
obliged to devote a certain time in fcouring and brighten¬ 
ing 
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ing their armour, which heretofore had been covered with 
ruft. An army thus inured to every hardihip, and the 
fcorching rays of a vertical fun, were impatient to be led 
into the field of battle; their warlike appearance ftruck 
the enemy with terror, and vidlory in every conflidl de¬ 
clared in their favour. ‘What a Arrange appearance a legion 
of fuch brave fun-burnt fellows would make among the 
modern Portugucfe, who eftimate men by their indo¬ 
lence, by the fairnefs of their ikin, and the delicacy of 
their fingers ! * 

Of the feveral engagements in which our hero diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, we (hall, for brevity’s fake, notice but 
the one which contributed moft to exalt his militaty re¬ 
putation, and that was d.t the relief of Dio. The King 
of Cambaya, with all the forces of his kingdom, laid ficge 
to this fortrefs, alTifted by a numerous army from the^ 
Grand Sultan. .During feveral months the gallant Don 
Joh n Mafcarenhas defended it with a handful of men 
againft the enemy, who are faid to have been upwards of 
fifty thoufand in number, and had fixty pieces of bfafs 
cannon. The command of this army was given by the 
Sultan to Coge'Sofar, the ableft general in his dominions. 
Having drawn up his forces before the fortreis of Dio, he 
addrefied them to this effedt: 

Friends and companions, It is almolbunneceflary for me 
to mention how you ought to defpife that handful of Portu- 

guefc 
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guefe before you ; they are fcarcely five hundred in num¬ 
ber, without poflibility of receiving any reinforcement by 
land, and the winter cuts off their profpeds of fuccour by 
fea. Our inceflant attacks.will conftantly employ them 
on the walls, or in repairing the breaches of our cannons; 
fatigue will overpower %hem, and they muft neceflarily 
yield ; for they will not have one foldier in referve. Be¬ 
hold, my friends, to what a feene of gfory I have brought 
you, to humble the pride of the infolent Chrijiians^ the 
fworn enemies of our Prophet, and to avenge the blood 


of your relations and frieiyis, whofe bones are interred 
beneath the ground you ftand on. Hark I methinks I hear 
them groaning with their wounds, and calling on us to 
purge the land of thefe impious barbarians, the murderers 

of the great Badur.” 


n When he had .finifhed his fpeech, he fent a meflage 
to the Governor of the fortrefs, threatening, if he did not 
accept of the terms offered in it, to put every man in rfie 
garrifon to the fword. ‘ Mafearenhas returned for anfwer, 
“ That thfe Portuguefe were not accuftomed to receive 
laws at the point of the bayonet, and that he would 
agree to none different from thofe which’already exifted 
' relative to the garrifon of Dio. , If Cog^ Sofar • did not 
accept of thefe conditions, he muft accept of worfe, which 
'{hould’be written with the blood of his Janizaries.” 


Don 
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* Don John de Caftro, who at this time was at Goa, loft 
not a moment in preparing for the relief of the befteged; 
he equipped nine fmall veftels for that expedition, in which 
he told his foldiers none were to be admitted but his fa¬ 
vourites. Then calling for his fon Ferdinand, who was but 
a private foldier, he addrefTed him in. the prefence of the 
troops, in the following manner: 

“ I fend you with this relief to Dio, which is now be- 
fieged by an army of Turks; and I charge you to do your 
duty as a foldier, otherwile I ftiall no longer acknowledge 
you as a fon. Let no conflderation of family diftindlion 
betray you into error; for*remember that all men by birth 
are equal, and that you isfc not entitled to the leaft pre¬ 
eminence over any of jjour companions, but in proportion 
as you excel them in a£ls of valour and virtue. Let no 
man, therefore, furpafs you in obedience to the commands * 
of your Captain,* in zeal for your Sovereign, and love for 
your couAtry. *Go then, in the name of God, and purchafe 
honour for yourfelf, and either return to me vidorious, or 
not at all.”—In this collateral manner was Don John wont 
to animate his troops, and tp curb the pride of the youAg 
Nobility. * 

fc • 

The fleet having arrived at Dio, the Governor recewed , 
a very friendly letter from Don John,^wherein, among 
other things, he mentioned how much he envied the glo¬ 
rious, poll he fllled^ a poll much more honourable than 

’ . M M , that. 
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that of Governor of India. I fend you (faid he) with this 
relieff my fon Ferdinand, who, I truft, will be furpafled 
by none in affedHon to your perftai, and obedience to 
your orders; if the boy fhduld ever return to his native 
country, with what exultation will he relate, among the 
vanities of old age, the honour of having ferved as a fbldier 
under the brave Don John MaiberanhaSi. . . 

V 

As loon as the troops were landed, the Governor allem- 
bled his men in the parade, and addreiled them thus: 

Behold, iny brethren, tHefe Turks and Janizaries, who 
vainly attempt to recover the honour they have loft in the 
firft liege againft this fortrefs but thefe arc not more 
confiderable than thofe who wcrq vanquilhed, nor we lefs 
than the vanquiihers. What! have |}iofe brave Portuguefc 
who conquered them carried every fame into the grave, 
and left us none to tranlmit to pofterity ? No, my bre¬ 
thren, let us convince the world that we are not lefs brave 
than they. We have not failed five thoulhnd l&igues to 
become Haves to infidels, and to tarnilh the renown of our 
country. We want for nothing: our provilion and am¬ 
munition will hold out until fiiccour arrives; and though 
at this feafon the feas are difficult to encounter, yet have 
we a Don John de Caftro, who, I pledge myfelf, will 
, mak*e his way through the wave.s, with his Iword in his 
mouth, to come t^ our alfiftance. If any thing could ih- 
fpire men with true courage, it is the glorious caufe in 
which we are engaged; ^he honour and intereft of ,our 

King 
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King and country, our property, our lives, and what is 
ftill more dear to us, our holy religion. Let every finew 
then be exerted againft that hord of barbarians that would 
rob us of all thefe invaluable*confiderations, and we can¬ 
not fail to be victorious if we are unanimous j for though 
our number is but fmall, our power is great, fbr the God 
of victories affifts us.” 

$ 

By this and other well timed difcourfes, Don John 
Mafceranhas fo animated his men, that he performed 
prodigies of valour during‘the eight months thatf he 
fuftained this defperate fiege. At length Don John de 
Caftro arrived, and brought with him all the Portuguefe 
forces he could coIleCt ip Aha. The troops of the garri- 
fon now amounted to about four thoufand, including fea- 
mcn and auxiliaries; with thefe he refolved immediately 
to terminate the fiege. 

On fhe e^fening previous to his making the attack, he 
diftributed his army into fouf columns, giving the com¬ 
mand of one to Don John Mafceranhas, another to his 
eldeft fon, Don Alvares d? Caftro, a tried veteran; Don 
Manuel de Lima led the third, and the fourth he referved 
for himfelf. Next morning, at break of day, he ordered 
a public mafs to be celebrated in the midft of the parade^ 
at which he himfelf, and the greateft part of the garrifon, 
received the facrament. This folemn fervice being over, he 
addreffed the m«n in an animated fpeech: and to convince 

* _ MM2 , thejai 
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them that there was no alternative but death if they did 
not conquer, he commanded the gates of the fortrefs to be 
taken down and burnt. After this every man refumed 
his poft: the fignal being given, they Tallied out, fword 
in hand, and completely routed the'enemy. Five thou- 
fand Moofs are faid to have perifhed in this day’s engage¬ 
ment, together with Rama5aon their General, and leveral 
other Moors of diftinftion. , Coge So^ar, the father of 
IiLama9aoii, had been killed fome time before, as was alfo 
Juxarcaon. Another General of the fame name was taken 
prifoner, together vnth fix hundred men. Forty pieces of 
cannon, and leveral Hands of colours, allb fell into the 
hands of the vigors, befides a confiderable treafure found 
by the Ibldiers in the town cqptiguous to the fortrefs 
which was delivered up to plunder. 

We Ihould not forget to mention a circumftance, which, 
in a great degree, contributed to forward tfie above vidtory. 
During the engagement^ Faither Calal, the chaplain of the 
garrifon, carried a crucifixion the point of a fpear, with 
which he appeared wherever the combat was mofi: obfti- 
nate, animating the men. It .happened that the column 
under Alvares de Caftro was overpowered, and thrown into 
diforder, and all his entreaty to rally them was in vain. 
.ThelPrieft, however, effe< 9 :ed what the General could not; 
he Ihcwed them tjie crucifix which a weapon had ftruck 
and thrown into a reclined pofiure, exclaiming, at the 
lame tiimt, facrilegej facrtlege, OhI foldmrs of Chrifi^ re^ 

. *3 . ‘ 
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the facrilege / on which the fcattcred ibldicrs, ani¬ 
mated with an enthuliaftic rage, advanced to the chai^, 
and determined the battle. . 

In confcquencc of this important viftory, the Portuguefe 
poiTeiHons in India were fecured for the prefent; but Don 
John, who never left any thing to chance which he could 
cfFed by forcfight,* refolved^ to follow up the advantage 
he had recently obtained without lofing a moment. In 
the firft place, he fet* about rebuilding, upon a new con^ 
ftrutSlion, the ganifon of Dio, as the old one had been 
nearly demoliflied by the enemies cannon ; but this objedb 
was not to be accompliihed without money, and the trea- 
fury was quite exhaufted.; as to himfelf, he had no¬ 
thing befides his fword and helmet. Having in vain tried 
feveral expedients to raife iupplies, he at length thought 
of one, which may appear rather finguiar at the prelent 
day : he relblved to depofite the bones of his beloved fon, 
Don Ferdinand, who had fallen in the liege, for the fum 
he required. Accordingly he ordered the grave to be 
opened and the body railed; he embraced if tenderly, 
faying, whilft the tears gullied from his eyes, ray fon, thou 
art dear to me* even in death; but my duty commands 
me to ftifle the feelings of nature, when my country’s 
fafety is at ftake. As the corple Icarce exhibited any marks 
of excarnatbn, his officers prevailed on him to pefmit it 
to be re-interred; and in lieu of it, hc*feiit a lock of his 

4 

own mullaches tq the inhabitants of Gba, as a fecurity 

for 
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for the film of twenty thou&nd pardaos. They immedi- 
ately'advanced mote than he required, as a free gift, and 
returned ^the honourable pledge by a Ipecial meflenger, 
who was alfo .charged with a letter highly expreffive of 
the deep fenfe they entertained of his patriotifm. 

i 

Some idea of this great man’s chara<aer may be con¬ 
ceived from thefe faint Hcetches: to* enumerate all the 
meritorious a<3:s of his life, would exceed the limits we 
•preferibe to this work; we lhall therefore pafs them over, . 
and haften to a feene that qrowned his glorious career. 

I 

The account of his vidtory having reached the King his 
mailer, he appointed a day of, folemn* thankfgiving. The 
Pope and feveral Princes congratulated him on the occa- 
lion, and every one in the kingdom received the news 
with demonhrations of joy except the Queen; Ihe too 
had no objed:ion to the vi<3:ory, but envied the honour of 
the victor, becaufe he was received in triumph at his happy 
return to*Goa. This ^ve her Majefty fuch umbrage, that 
Ihe obferved, Don John de Cafiro conquers like a Chrijlian^ 
huf triumphs like a Heathen, 

In his letters to his Majefty he folicited leave to return 
homC) entreating, at the fame time, if he approved his 
fervices, that he would grant him two acres of ground, or 
rather rocks, which border on his Uttle villa at Cintra. 
The flatter the King gtsinted, but tefjifed the former; 

> afluring 
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afTuring him of the high eftimation in which he held his 
fervices, and requefting him to continue his command 
three years longer. Hitherto Don John had only the 
title of Governor of India, but? now the King falutes him, 
Vice King and Friend. He lived, however, but a (hort 
time to give luftre to thefe honouh. He was attacked by 
a violent licknefs, and expired in a few days in the arms 
of his confeflbr, in the forty-eighth year of his age, and 
third of his adminiilration in India. 

A fhort time before his diffolution, he aflembled in his 
chamber the Magiftrates of Goa, and, the different Officers 
of State, to whom he deli\sered up the government. After 
which he addreffed them ivh the following fpeech: 

I am almoft afhamed to tell you. Gentlemen# that 
the Viceroy of India, expiring with wounds and fatigues 
on this bed of fibknefs, is in want of the neceflaries which 
even a private foldier finds in an hofpital. You are fenfi- 
ble, that as long as there was ari enemy to fubdue, I have 
not been fparing of toil or fatigue in every thing which 
tend to the glory of our King and country; and now, 
that we have fubdued our foes, and eftablifhed an honour¬ 
able peace .with all the .powers of the Eaft, a worn out 
foldier, who has contributed fo often to your victories,* has ^ 
fome claim to your regard. It is probable, that in a 
fhort time I fhall be no more; and fliort as I am likely 
to exift, I have net wherewithal to fupport or nourifh me; 

• I o for 



travels in PORTUGAL. 


«72 

for I haye laid out to the laft Ihilling in relieving the wants 
of my brother foldiers, and have left nothing to relieve iny 
own; nay, not fo much as would buy a fowl for my dinner. 
I requeft, therefore, that you will provide a pcrlbn of 
your own to provide a frugal maiiitenance for me out of 
the King’s revenue. Talfo requeft, that you will order 
me a change of bed>linen, as I have not a lecond quilt to 
my bed.” Then railing himfclf up, with the afliftance of 
his confellbr, the venerable Xavier, he laid his hand on 
Ihe Gofpel, and folemnly Iwore on it to the truth of what 
he had juft advanced; and delired the Secretary of Goa to 
take minutes of it^ and enter it on the journals of the 
Council of State, in order that,* if the fa<ft was not found 
as he had ftated, his memory ^and his pofterity might 
be branded with infamy. We lhali only obferve, that 
time evinced .the truth of every word he uttered in his 
laft monients ; for all the money found in his cabinet 
did not exceed a vintem\ that is, lefs fh^ three half¬ 
pence. ‘ . * . * * 

a 

^ • 

A few days before he expired, he ordered that his body 
Ihould be interred in the Francilcan church at Goa, and 
tranllated from thence by the firft opportunity to the 
chapel belonging to his villa at Cintra. In all diis actions 
,he never loft light of this charming retreat, wherein he 
hoped one day to^ pafs the evening of life in ftudy and 
meditation, as appears by the letter he wrote after the 
ftege of Dio, to the Infants Don Luis, lequefting he would 

intercede 
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intercede with the King for his recal. The Infante, in 
his affectionate reply, ules this exprefllon: “ After your 
“ performance of the Royal will, I truft you will cover 
the tops of the rocks of CLntra with chapels and tro- 
“ phies of your victories, and long enjoy them in pro- 
“ found repofe.” His .remains arc now repofited in the 
Dominican convent at Bemfica near Lilbon, where his 
grandlbn ereCted a* monument to his memory, with the 
following infcription: 

D. JOANNES DE CASTRO 
XX. PRO RELIGIONE IN UTRAQUE 
MAURITANIA STIPENDIIS FACTIS : 

NAVATA STRENUE OPERA THUNETANO 

HELLO: 

MARI RUBRO FELKJIBUS ARMIS PENETRATO; 

DEBELLATIS INTER EUPHRATEM ET INDUM 

NATIONIBUS. • 

GEDROSICO REGE, PERSIS, TURCIS 
UNO PRiELIO FUSrS; 

SERVATO DIO, IMO REIPUB, REDDITO; 

. .DORMIT IN MAGNUM DIEM: 

NON SIBI, SED DEO TRIUMPHATOR: 

PUBLICIS LACRYMIS. COMPOSITUS, 

PUBLICO SUMPTU PR.E PAUPERTATR 

FUNERATUS. 

OBIT OCT. ID. JUN. ANNO M.D.XLVIII. 

/ETATIS XLVIII. 


N N 


Stw/kreei 



274 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 


Sanjkreet Infcription, 

This infcriptional ftone is one of the trophies Don John 
de Caftfo obtained in India: it is to be feen in his garden 
at Cintra. His Excellency Chevalier de Soufa, the pre- 
fent Envoy at the court of Sweden, informs me, that 
“ it was brought, with other antiqujties, from India by 
the Duke de Bragan9a, and delivered by him to the 
“ heir of Don John de Caftro.’* Lafiteau mentions it from 
Diogo de Couto. 

In the fame garden is another infcriptional ftone, the 
charaders of which are almofl: entirely defaced by the 
weather. The upper part of* it exhibits the emblems of 
the Sun and Moon j and the reprefentation of a man 
ftruggling with a rarhpant beaft is fculptured in bas relief 
on the foot of it. There is alfo a decapitated centaur of 
tolerable workmanfhip Handing on a pe*deftal near thefe 
infcriptional ftones, tyhich are all the Afiatic Antiquities 
that remain here at prefent. 

. Several travellers, who have vifited Portugal from time 
to time, are faid to have copied fome of the charaders of 
this Sanfkreet Infcription, or taken impreflions of a few 
of ‘them on plafter of Paris or wax. And the late Reve¬ 
rend Mr. Allen, formerly Chaplain to the Britifh fadory 
at Lifbon, copietl the two extreme lines and middle one. 

13 • , This, 
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This, I am informed, was the greateft progrefs made in 
tranfcribing it fince it arrived in Portugal, (which appears 
to be about the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty- 
fix,) until I made the copy hereunto annexed, in one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine. Vide Plate XIII. 


To the antiquary, a fliort account of the manner in 
which it has been copied may not be unacceptable j the 
procefs was very fimple. In the firft place, I prepared as 
many ftrips of paper as there are lines in the whole; to wit,* 
fixty-fix ; on each of which were drawn two parallel lines, 
leaving a fpace between, equal to the height of the letters. 
Thefe ftrips being placed, one after the other, immedi¬ 
ately under the line's, and fattened with wax at each end; 
the letters then were drawn on them with a black lead 
pencil, exaftly under the correfponding ones of the pro¬ 
totype. There are many other ways, I am aware, of 
copying inlcriptlons of this kind, fome of which are very 
expeditious; but the neceflary apparatus for that purpole 
I had not at hand ; and I doubt, on the whole, if there 
be any procefs lefs fubjed to error than the abote. 


The chara(tt:ers are all funk, beautifully cut, and in ex¬ 
cellent prefervation; each is two-fifths*of an inch in 
height j the fpace between each line is one-fourth of an 
inch. In the copy fubjoined are preferved the propbreions 
of the original, both in the detail and general diftribution. 

• N N «2 The 
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The defeds oblerved in the ftone are not, for the moft 
part, owing to the natural decays of time, but to accidents 
it received, perhaps, in the carriage; for it is very hard, 
being of the bafaltes fpecies, and of a blackifli hue. Some 
imagine that the face of it was formerly gilt, and I have 
noticed in one or two places fome traces that appeared to 
juftify the conjedure, 

« 

Hitherto the language in ^^hich it is written has been 
confidercd as Hindoo, and the meaning remained an enig- , 
ma, though fome attempts tp afcertain it has been made by 
the three lines before mentioned, that were copied by the 
Reverend Mr. Allen. Some account of thefe is laid to have 
been publifhed by a Profeflbr of Oriental languages in 
Germany. The information, however, I have received 
on this head is too impcrfed to lay before the public. I 
fhall therefore take no further notice of it, fince it is ma- 
nifeft that very little or nothing to the purpofe could pof- 
fibly be deduced from fo foiall and disjointed a portion of 
the whole. I am happy, at length, to be enabled to lay 
before the public the purpbrt of this curious infcription, 
whjch has eluded the refearches, not only of the Portu- 
guefe, but of all the literati of Europe for upwards of 
> two hundred years pall. And for this I am indebted to 
the pen of the learned and ingenious Mr. Wilkins, whole 
•extcnli\{e knowledge of Oriental literature is a lalling ho¬ 
nour to his country. I Ihould not omit this opportunity 

4 . , of 
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of acknowledging my obligations to him for the polite 
manner in which he undertook this troublefomc talk; 
induced by no other motive than that of gratifying public 
curiofity. 

% 

Of the difficulty of making a complete tranflation, the 
dilapidations reprefented in the copy are not the only im¬ 
pediments. Some mif^kes, perhaps, might have occurred 
on my part in tranfcribing it, that renders the interpreta¬ 
tion of the remainder not very eafy. Mr. Wilkins has 
judicioufly pointed out the probability of fuch miftakes ; 
as may be inferred from his letter j of which wc prefent 
a copy. 

SIR, Hawkhurft, Kent, July ^oth, 1793. 

I have bellowed no little labour to decipher the infcrip- 
tion; and how much of it has been in vain, you may 
judge from a ptrulal of the few fheets of memorandums 
which accompany this; and which, though fufficient to 
determine the quellion concerning the intention of it, 
will not be fo acceptable as a complete tranflation; to 
which there were many infuperable obftrudions, bclides 
thofe which are* obvious : fome of which I will take the 
liberty to mention.. The characters 

^^ are perpetually in the place of one anothei*, as 

are alfo ^v-. &[ 

^A. &c. This cannot but occafron very great 

confufron. I fin<l alfo the fingle dot ^ and the double 
% • ditto 
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ditto o very often omitted ; both of which are of great 
importance in Sanjkreet. 

To the memorandums I have annexed my rough Notes 

refpe< 9 :ing the meafure of each verle. 

« 

The proper name for the Infcription is Safana, which 
fignifies an Ordinance* It i§ the |prm given to it in the 
inflrument itfelf. 

1 remain, 

% 

S I R, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

C. WILKINS. 


To yames Murphy^ IJq, London. 


. MEMORANDUMi 
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Memorandums of an Inscription in the Sanjkreet Lan^ 
guage and Deva-Nagaree CharaSler. Tranflated by 
Charles Wilkins, Efq, 

Reverence, to the Gpd Seeva. 

Verfe x. The meaning very obfcure. 

2. Very enigrnatical.—A certain Prince difpenfes blcfllngs day 

and night. 

3. Eulogy of the perfon whofe name appears in the next verfa 

States, that he enjoyed riches and happinefs through the 
blefling of the God Scfva, who is here called Kapardce; 
that his good fortune was pleafing to the God with the 
fingle tulk, the good of the three regions of the world, 
the offspring of tfie enemy of the Incorporeal divinity by 
whom he was condTudted. (Ganefa^ the God of Prudence 
and Policy, the fon of Seevay (Time,) the enemy of the 
God of Love.) 

4. Part of this verfe unintelligible.—^A perfon of the name of 

Veefiaa Malla is reprefented as the Jewel of the diadem of 
Kinjgs, and as a viGoriotis King, giving luftre to the race 
• of Oolookya. His adminiftration flowed in a hundred 
cndlefs rtreams from the jirime effence of the refervoir of 
felf-reftraint. 

5. Part illegible. Still relates to Veefwa Malloy and fometbing 

about pulling up th*e root of the tree of plenty, not by 
tbe thunderbolt, but by means of a certain perfon of the 
houfehold of the military order, whofe name was Raja- 
mirayatta. 

6 . The Lord Vedya Nittbay who adorns the whole eafth, and 

whofe mightinefs Ihews compafliftn for the pains and 
troubles with which (he is furrounded, placed In him a 
portion »of his own fpirif,——Second hemillic unintel¬ 
ligible. 

• Verfe 
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Vcrfc 7. He had a wife, whofe title was Niigata DeveCy with a form 

like the Goddefs Sree, by whom the Raja had children, 
who were the confufioa of his enemies. 

8. The meaning of this verfc rather obfeure. Bhooja PratapOy 

the younger brothef of Pratapa-Malloy got pofleflion of 
the government by force. 

9. In the firft hemiftic Veeftva Malta places the fon of Pratapa 

Malta in his Head.—The fecond part of this verfe is im- 
perfedi.—Contains fomething about Veef’wa Malta's par¬ 
taking of holy food, with the immortal water which bears 
the name of his wife. 

10. A very obfeure verfe, and, in fome places, imperfe£l:. ^ 

Arjoonay who is deferibed a youth of extraordinary abi¬ 
lities, is called Arjoona Deva. 

11. In his hand he bore the mark of a wheel, and was a pro- 

tedtor of his people. A^difficult verfe. 

12. His offspring, Saranga Dpva^ defeats the chiefs of Gonjaroy 

who are reprefented as* overcome with the pride of 
■wealth. 

13. He‘is deferibed as having been vidtorious in a battle be¬ 

tween the Tadava and Malava chiefs, and is compared to 
the eagle of Feepbnoo (which, in the‘fable of the elephant 
and tortoife ftruggling for fuperiority„ cam^ down and 
carried them both away). 

14. His fon Nakoolecy like a divinity, comes from above to flicw 

favour to the human race^ 

‘ 15. And to fhew favour to the race of Oolookyoy who, for a long 

time, had lain under a father’s curfe,i» 
iG. Four infpired perfons, whofe names were Koofeekay Garggyoy 
KaroopOy and MatreyOy defeend upon the eanh, for the 
purpofe of performing certain ceremonies called P^oo- 
piila-vratOy and that they were his attendants. 

17. The meaning rather obfeure.—Being rendered humble by 
fome holy man^he was an ornament to the world which 
is watered by four feas.—^Some firllables wanting in the 
firft foot. • • 


Verfc 
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Vcrfe 18. This verfe is alfo defective and obfcure.—From a certain 

family, ftated to have been favoured by thofe four holy 
men, proceeded the race of Carggeya., a generation of 
boundlefs minds. 

19. The firft hcmiftic ftates,»that a perfon of the name of 

Karleeka-rafce was tlic deliverer of the family of Garggeyj^ 
and chief of the place. TJie fecond hcmiftic is iuiper- 
feeft. 

20. Imperfedt and very unintelligible. Valmeekeerafce feems to 

be here me’ntioncd as the fucceflbr of Karleeka-rafce. 

21. The Prince is herein lilcened to the God Treepooriiutakay 

and certain great men to other immortals; and it is ftated 1 
that this is recorded upon a ftone. 

22. 'Treepoorantaka is reprefentdll as the difdplcy or (rather per¬ 

haps) the fuccelTor of ValmeekcerTfee .—The greateft part 
of this verfe is very obfcure. 

23. Unintelligible.*’ 

24. Dcfcdlivc.—Relates t« tlie performance of a pilgrimage. 


■2 c. Ditto. 

% " 

ditto 

ditto 

26. Ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

27. Ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

20. Ditto. » 

ditto 

ditto 

29. Dhto. 

ditto 

ditto 


30. He meditates on the goodnefs of the God Rama^ and viflts 

Lankily and the d.ke or bfidge fuppofed to have been 
conllrudlcd during tlie wars of Riima and Ravana, be¬ 
tween tlic illand of Ceyh'ii and the continent. . 

31. Very intricate.—VU'its I'ome other holy place. 

32. ’Vli'us the river Sanf-watcc and Rrayiiga. 

33. Vii'us the city of the'God who bears a crefeent, which he 

adorns. (Banaiis.) 

34. 'I’ite illullrious Gana'a Vrcehafpotccy having defigned ft by 

means of a Brahmaiiy built a magnUicfttt place: 

3 Judging, lliat through the means of the purity of his adlions, 
he ihould ifthieve tlie greateft* degree of renorvn, he here 
rejoiced.' Rather obfcure. 


Verfa. 
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Vcrfe 36. Very imperfedt and obfcure. It ftatcs, that the illuftrious 
' Trcepoorantaka is alfo the refledlion of the jewel of the 
diadem of the race of heaven, &c. dec. 

37. Obfcure.—He bellowed fplendid gifts upon fome diftrefled 

. perfon. * 

38. Very intricate.—States that Rama, which means either his 

wife or his fortujie, was the ornament of the world. 

39. Very enigmatical. From whofe fplendid virtues the great 

men, who delight to fport in the atoms which float in 
the beams of light ifluing from the beauty of the leaf of 
the fleepy Ketakce of the diadem of the Goddefs Saraf- 
' ivatee^ went to adorn the females of the eight points. 

40. By which wife man (meaning T'reepoorantaka) were founded 

five temples for burnt-offerings, called Ayatanas^ to the 
North of the Mandapa (Sarai) of the Ayatana of dowc- 
Jkvaroy near the old bell-ljoufe of Sree Hbajee^ and under 
the protedlion of the five glories of Sree Kanta. 

41. The man to whom belongs* the exceflive magnificence of 

great minds, who for the happinefs of the mother Lady 
oi'Malhana *, placed there the Lord of Malbana. 

42. The wife man, whofe adlion^are thofe of the firft age, 

who there conftrudled an ylyatana for the hufband of 
OomUf by name GandavrcehoJjpatee. , , 

43. Who, being the renown of great men, for the happinefs of 

^Ooma the wife of Vreehafpatee^ fet up the hufband of 
Ooma. 

' 44. Here the hufband of Rama^ called the Lord Treepoorantaka 

Ramefivaray even by his own name, by the favourite 
name of the proteftor of the beautiful Treepoorantieka. 

45. Who, being one whofe mind was fixed on him on whofe 
^ diadem is a crefeent, placed in the midft: of the five 
Ayatariasy the Goddefs SarafwateCy the God who con¬ 
duct eth to the accomplifhment of our wifhes, (Ganefa,) and 
(fome others whq^c names arc not e^afily to be made out.) 


* Perhaps tlie name of tjic place. * 


Verfe 
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Verfe 46. Seems very incorrcft. Who conftrudcd a pillar without 

the North gate of the place. 

47. A perfon of the name of Jagannatha Kcilanee appointed to 

clean the Gods every day. 

48. 

49. 

5 °- 

51- 

52 - 


53 - 

54 - 

55 - 

56. 

57 - 

58. 

59 - 

60. 

61. 

62. 


All thefe verfes relate to a variety of duties to be per¬ 
formed in the temples, to the offerings ordained to 
be made, and to the digging of refervoirs for obla¬ 
tions, &c.> &c. 


63- 

64. 

66 . 

67. 

68 . 

70. He gave an Ayatana for the ufe of the Chatoorjatakapala^ 

bccaUfe a gate had been broken, and had tumbled down., 

71. He founded this holy place, and fet up this Safana (ordi¬ 

nance) with his own well-earned wealth. * , 

72. He built the plcafant houfe of Sred in the midft of the 

AyatanOy and fet up a table of ffis own divine genealogy, 
for the glory of the illullrious Givida-ranaka-vrcbafpatecy 
and Saranga Bhoopatce. 

002* Yerfe 
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73. A long laboured verfe of four f&et of fourteen fyllablca 

each, totally unintelligible. 

74. Ditto ditto, 

75. Ditto ditto. 

76. Ditto ditto. 

77. In the year of the ^ra of Sree Veekrama 1343, 5th of the 

bright half of the Moon in the month of Magha 
The great feaft of the foleinnities of the Leenga (Priapus) 
in the afleinbly. 


Memorandum of the kinds of Verfe the Safana is comp fed in. 

1. A long verfe of four feet, called Arya. 

2. Four feet of fourteen fyllables each, called Vafanta-teclakani, 

in this form: 






Same meafure as 

6. Four 'feet of nineteen fyllables each, called Sardoolavce- 

kreereeta, in this form: — —- - 

e 

^ ^ —— Vj ——, 

7. Four feet of eleven fyllables each, in thik form; 

—^ — <;» — —- —— 50 — —, It is called 

Jiendravajra. 

8. Ditto ditto. 

9. Ditto ditto, but incorrect;. 

10* Same as fecond ;—one fyllable wanting ) in the firft foot. 

11. Ditto ditto. 

2. Ditto ditto. 

13* Is a curious fpecics of verfe, called Arya\ to compofe 
which, it ,is necelTary that the quantity of the firft and 
third feet be equal to twelve fhort fyllables, the fccond 

* » 

* December, A. D. 1286. 

« 


foot 
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foot equal tc eighteen fhorts, and the fourth to fif¬ 
teen. 

14. Four feet of nineteen fyllables.—Seems very incorrect. 

15. Four feet of twelve fyllables, called Venajiabeela \ 

16. Same as thirteenth, 

* 4 

17. A fpecies of verfe of all others the moft common, called 

Onoojhtoopa ; four feet each of eight fyllables. The rule 
for conllrfidling it is that the fifth fyllable in each foot 
be Ihort, the feventh Ihort in the fecond and fourth feet, 
and the fixth long in each foot. , 

18. Ditto. 

iq. Four feet of eleven, fyllables each, the fame as fcventliT 
I mperfeiSl. 

20. Same as fecond. 

21. Ditto. 

22. Same as feventh. , * 

23. Same as fecond. 

24. Uncertain. Many fyllables wanting. 

25. Same as feventh. Greateft part of the fecond and third 

feet wanting. 

26. Ditto. Five fyllables wanting in third foot, and tJiree 
»’ in the fourth. 

27. A verfe of eleven fyllables, where the third, fixth, feventh, 

and ninth fyllables are fliort. Seven fyllables deficient 
in fourth foot. , 

28. A verfe of fourteen fylihbles ter the foot. Seven fyllables 

wanting in the fourth foot, 

29. A verfe of eleven fyllables. Four fyllables wanting in laft 

•foot. ’ 


30. Ditto, in this form: 




Vj Ci 


Cj 

<0 


Cj 




Verfe 
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Verfe Ji. A verfe of fourteen fyUables, the lame as fecond. 

3 *- 

of 11 fyllabies to the foot. 

33 - 

of 12 ditto. 

■ 

34 - 

of 8 ditto. 

• 

35 ^ 

of II ditto. 


36. 

of 19 ditto. 

Same as 6th. 

37 * 

of 12 difto. 

Same as 15th., 

38. 

of 11 ditto. 

In this form: —• v» —i- <0 v* 



<.4- v» Called Ratbodhata. 

• 

of 12 ditto. 

Same as 15th.. 

40. 

of 14 ditto. 

Same as ad. 

41. 

of 8 ditto. 

Seems incorred. 

4a. 

of 8 ditto.» 


43 - 

of 8 ditto. 

* • 

44 * 

of 12 ditto. 

Same as 15th. 

45 * 

of II ditto. 

Saihe as 3^th. 

46. 

of 11 ditto. 

• ^ ditto. 

47 * 

of 8 ditto. 


48. 

of 8 ditto. 


49. 

Same as ift and 13th. 

50- 

of 8 ditto. 

c 

5 *‘ 

of 8 ditto. 


5 ®* 

of 8 .ditto. 

• «. 

53 * 

of 8 ditto. 


54 -' 

" of 9 ditto. 

Seems imperfe A. 

55 - 

of 8 ditto. 

Imperfe^. 

56. 

of 8 dittos 

ditta 

57 * 

of 8 ditto. 

ditto. 

58. 

of 8 ditto. 

ditto. 

59 - 

pf 8 ditto. 

ditto. 

• 60. 

of 8 ditto. 

dkto. 

61. 

^f 8 ditto. 


62. 

of 8 ditto. 


€3* 

of 8 ditto. 


64. 

of § ditto. 
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Vetfe 65. A verie of 11 fyllables to the foot. Called SSitmee, 

6^ of X1 ditto. Same as 7th. - 

67. of 8 ditto. 

68. of 12 ditto. Called Eendravanfa. In this form: 

69. of 11 ditto. In this form : 


^ ^ ^ 


70. 

of 8 fyllables. 

71* 

of 14 ditto. 

Same as 2d. 

72. 

of 14 ditto. 

ditto. 

73 - 

of 14 ditto. 

ditto. 

74 - 

of 14 ditto. 

ditto. 

75 * 

of 14 ditto. 

ditto. 

• 

76. 

A dm 

Uncertain, 

ft 

being imperfea 


Conclufion In Profe. 



N. B. The verfes do not begin with the lines; but their endings 
may be known by the numbers. 



The name of a magnificent edifice, confifting of a 
church, royal palace, and monaftery, is fituated in a bleak 
folitary country, about nineteen miles Weft of Lifbon, 
was founded by John the Fifth, in one thoufand levcn 
hundred and feventeen. . 

From the nature and magnitude of this edifice, it may 
be confidered as t^e Efeuriai of l^prtugal; which ftrudure 
c the 


m 
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the Royal founder intended to emulate; it ocoupics more 
ground; and the treafutes he laviflied on it, if propo-ly 
applied, would raife a pile much fupcricff to the Efcurial 
in point of architefturc j but unfortunately the defigner of 
it .had neither a mind to conceive, or a hand to eseecute, 
a dehgn for a glebc-houfe, much lefs a baliiick and 
Royal palace^ 

The ngme of this mechanic was Frederic Ludovici; he 
was a native, of Germany, and a goldfraith by profeflion^ 
'Having amaffed a confiderable fortune in executing the 
gold and filver utenfils of \he patriarchal church, he was 
appointed, under the fpecious title of Archited:, to defign' 
and execute this fabric, through the intereft of one of his 
Majefty’s minifters, with whom his money had greater 
weight than his talents, 

I ♦ 

4 

The plan of this edifice forms a quadrangle, meafuring 
from Eaft to Weft feven hundred and fixty feet, .and 
from North to South -fix hundred and feventy feet. ' In 
the centre of the Weft frofit is a fort of an Ionic hexaftylc 
portico, u^ich leads to the church; at each fide is 
a pavilion, one for the accommodation of the Royal 
Family, the other for the Patriarch and mitred canons. 
At the rear of the building .is »a'monaftery with three 
, hundred cells. It has alfo a college, inftituted in one 
thpufaW feven hundred and 4eycnty-twpy: by ^ 

Firft, pon Joaquim dc ili;ijbhip 90 a, thb pi^eillbr of ma- 

/ 8 • . • ♦ thcmatics, 



■rKA^VftS IK t»f 

' I' I < 

‘ ^ ‘ ihe#td ^ ^ jug^tof jr of 

imch^matical ioilmmenti. The libraiy is tht^ hoUtited 
land eighty*>otie palmos longi by forty-three broads ^d 

to camAn b^ween rorty and fifty thott&nd 

Voiviim* ' . 

" * 

^ ** 

■ In the dado of th6 high altar are turo large tables of 

black marble, B highly Jpoliihed,* that John the ^ifth 
i^d them as looking^glaifes before they were lent hither. 
Among the ornaments of the edifice are Qffy-eight ftatues 
of Carrara marble; fpme of .i?^bich are very well cxccnted. 
We may form feme idea of the magnitude of the whole by 
the number of aj^arthients it contains, which amonut to eight 
hundred and fixty-fix. Jhe doors and windows amount 
to five thouiand two hdndted^ 


The entire of this vaft pile is vaulted and covered 
over^Wfth fiags* forming a platform, whereby we any 
walk Q^er the iummit of the edifice. Here 1 obferved fe* 


vend large blocks of ftones that were fiiivered by lightning. 
Condudors are ereded in the difio'ent parts "wherein the 
injuries happened, but no ^here elfe. The gardens, which 
are at > the rear!| are very extenfive, ahd well-fiored with a 


variety of exotics, which the founder imported at a great * 
expettce from' his pofiefiions in Afia, Africa, or America. 
For< a more particblar account of this ftrudute, We refer 

the itiukr ta iHailttr John do Prado's dtfcripdon of it, 

p p * publifiied 



*s® 
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'•r . . 4 , ... 




p^fclillied at Li(|)OJ| in 

dred anH fifty^-obe. ' i.. r:; :. 

s , , • , ' : ^ 

■ ., » • ^ ■ J , , 

' Having been inforn^ed by jiis Grace the Biflxop of Bqa, 
that feveral vefliges of Roman antiquities had b^n lately 
difcoibr^ in his 4iocele near the . city of Beja, I relblved 
to mahe a |oi[irney thijther, and to viht the city of Byora,. 
which is Md to have £>me valuable ancient xnonuments. 

^ On the. ninth of O^ber one thouiand leven hundred 
and ninety, 1 fet out h'om Liibon, and arrived m the even^ 
mg at Aide Galega, a fmall village,on the £aft iide of the 
IS. ' Next day, about two o’clpck, I reached 



Setmjaf^ * 

A city famous for its hdt manufa<%ories. Its harbour is 
faid to be the heft in Portugal, except that of Liibon; it is 
even better ihdtered than the latter, and lefs difficult of 
approach, but not fo* exteiifive. ' The population^ the 
city is fuppofed to amount to ten thoulkhdr 

^ , I 

Kotwithilanding the trade of this place, and the con- 
Rant intcrcourie between it ^d Ibiibon, yet there is not 
^a perch of a road to be ieeh whole way, which b 
abo3^» fix leagues^ nor can anyjShd their way m the 
journ^/ except thole who am ^ In the ctmRant habit of 
traveUhb there: e^^ other guide, 

n or* 






h .W’ 


L. 




of^' wfiAt will anfWer the iamc purf>ole, one of-th!^ Hiules 
which is trained to the route. 


There is (aid to be (everal valuable pi<autCB, by Hchry 
Corneille Vroom, the celebrated Dutch marine-painter, at 
a church in the vicinity of this dity. This painter having 
embarked at Holland, with an intent to go to Spain, was 
caft away in a gale* of wind on the coaft of Portugal, where 
his (hip was daihed to pieces. Among the fragments of 
the wreck that were caft alhorc were found fome pi<ftures, 
which were carried to a neighbouring convent. Shortly 
after, Vroom and 4 a few of his diftrefted companions 
were wafted on the rocks, and conducted to the lame con- 
vent. The Friafsi whq greatly admired the piftures, 
were rejoiced to fee the paintOr of therii; they hofpitably 

entertained him and his (ellow^-fufterers, fumifhed them 

• ■ ■ •* 

with money and clothes, and lent them to Lilbon. Ih 
gratitude for their humanity, Vroom returned to Setuval, 
and pamted (<weral pi^ures for the Friars. 


At Setuval 1 embarked in a paflage-boat* and failed 
up the river Cadaon. On, the banks of this river is ma¬ 
nufactured all the lalt exported from Setuval; when pre¬ 
pared, it is piled up in heaps in the form of hay-ricks, 
'and covered with ftraw or rulhes, to exclude the*rain.. 
The quantity of it produced here, though very great, is 
but trivial in codsparifbn to what it is ^pable of yielding. 
The river Cadaoa is fo extenftvc, and well adapted for 

p p 2' • 
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trade, that .qqc would AtpRofe it competent to iup- 
ply all Europe with fait; and it is allowed to be fupeiior 
in quality to any manufadured in Spain, Sardinia, or 
France. 

About ten o’clock at night we reached Alca 9 er do Sal, 
a fmall town about fix leagues from Setuval. Its principal 
trade confifts in ialt and fiih, with which the inhabitants 
fupply moil of the province* of Alenteju. They have 
tdib Tuihes here of a particular kind, of which mats, 
chairs, &c. are made. T^e territory produces little 
com, and the wine it yields is white, and of an inferior 
quality. ' ^ * 

a 

♦ 

This town in former times wa^ xeforted to, during the 
Summer feafon, by the opulent Romans who inhabited 
Beja, Evora, and other parts of LuEtania. They had their 
villas and baths in it, and a temple dedicated to the god> 
defs Salacta, Auguftus Cclar made it a free, town* The 

W * 4 • 

Moors had poiTefllon of it from the year feven hundred 
* and thirteen^ till (me thoulahd two hpndred and Seventeen 
when Alfonfo the Second finally banifhed them, after re- 
ducing the town to a heap of ruins, • 

I lodged here at an inn belonging to a man who held 
an olBae of Tome importance under the chief magiftrate 
of the town. He*bnicettained me at fupper with the heft 
€aic his houfe could affosds vix, heef,«cggt, greens, a 

• * bottle 

a • 
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. * 

4 

botde 4^ good wine, anc 
graoates, oHves, grapes, and a 
evd* more deiirous of pleaiing a j 
fore, nor ever expected to fee again. He took off his fword* 
and fet by me during fupper, alternately taking fnuff and 
humming ftanacas to the found of his guitar. Next morn¬ 
ing, having hired a mule and a guide for me, he furnifoed 
his bill 5 the amount of which, for fupper, wine, bed, &c; 
was two teiloons (one Shilling and three halfpence). The 
* remainder of a crufado I diffributed among hi^ children;» 
and he was fo well pleafod to^ fee the little ones taken 
notice of, that he declared, if ever you come this way 
again^ Sir^ myfelf and my boufe fiall be at your fervice,. 

QBober a i. This morfting we paffed through a country 
that exhibits Tome of the mdft 'beautiful feenes that a 
landfcape-painter could wilh to behold j feenes whofe wild' 
grandeur would mvke the pencil of a Salvator Rola; con- 
fifting of/lofty-hills, rude cliffs, and deep valleys, finely 
watered, and interfperfed with pkie and oak. tfee&: here, 
and there a cottage, jvith a Tew peafents and. cattle,, 
enlivened the feene; and nothing was wanting that thc- 
artiff could wi£b fw ta transfer to the canvas, except the 
ffately ruins. It -is exti^rdinary, that fuch tranfoendent 
profpe^s do not call forth the exertions of the Portuguefe 
artifis to the ffudy of landfcape j for- there are no profefibrs 
of that branch of the^fine arts in the kiflgdom, at. Icaft I 
could not hear of, .*001; meet with* one.. 


muik-melon. No hw was 
gueft whom he never Jlw be^ 


Towards 



T R A VIE i:. S, liN R T U Q A t( 

• ^ 1' - / , f ' ' * 

r « ^ » J, ' » ' * I r * 

l Towards the evc^i^ ^fcrfed i flat country, #tth^- 
out cRhure,. without: jphahit^ii^,* an, unprc^table waftc, 
whicfll appaicntly, for agesi had not beea pierced by ihc 
ploWfliare.' In this tracklefs deiert we loft our way: the 
guide renaained fpme time in ruCpenle which courie to take: 
at length he bc^ed bf*me to unlight, took the bridle off 
the tmilel and feat It before us; we followed, the animal, 
and thui jpegaihed oar way.,, Shortly*aftcr, we accofted a 
troop of carrier^ who Were |oii)g fo Beja; my guide hav- 
«ing bartcitd with one of, them, transferred me to his care* 
the remaii^cr of the jouriijy, and he returned home. 

\ ^ ^ s 

, * < , ' , , ■» ' . I ' ■ , * ' 

At five o’clock Wt fto^^d tO'Hit at a well; here the 
carriers drew up whtet for their mules with ropes and lea¬ 
ther buckets they eahrted for. that purpofe. Contiguous to 
this we met a fwihc herd at the. foot of an oak: he had 
juft thieflwd frbn> its boughs a meal of acorns for the 
hriftly floc^ which’furrounded him; a girl who accompa¬ 
nied him was roafth^ part of the fame fruit for«their own 
lepaft, whilft he, played on a ftnall lute. 

.Tii the courfe of die evening we met feveral herds of 
this kind feeding on grafs and acorns; hence, probably, 
arifes the cxcdlencc of the Portuguefe bacon, fo much 
iifteemed all over Europe. The of hogs reared in 
ihil'iananner, muft ccrtsunly. be very di|^(^nt in flavour 
flrdna Ihofe fed iircities or import toWns^ ; 




i' 


During 
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During the laft fix leagues of this day’s journey, i had 
not feen a village, nor even a houlib. Here day and night 
is equally folitary and filent:. the country appeared to 
have no claimants except thefe Twine hei^s, who roved 
about it uncontrouled; and the ftillneTs of nature is Tel- 
dom interrupted but with the found of their horns. At 
nine o’clock we defcried a light on a neighbouring moun¬ 
tain, which we approached, aud therjB tarried till mining 
in a lonely hoftillery. 

a 

Shortly after our arrival camfi in two young Francifcan 
Friars from Cadiz, who were going to Liibon to pafs their 
noviciate. They appeared .very fatigued, as they travelled 
on foot agreeably, to the fides of their order; a mode of 
travelling they called riding the capuchins tnule^ 

Of all the inns I have yet met with, this is the moil 
wretched. There was nothing to be had in it but bread 
and four \^ine, though all of us flood much in need of 
refreihment; for my own part, .1 had taken ngne fince 
fix o’clock in the morning, as the provifions 1 had with 
me were hardened, and rendered unfit for ufe, by the 
fcorching rays of the fun. 'Whilil we were contriving 
how to alleviate our diftrefs, the keeper of the inn entered 
with two large hares flung to a-^rully fowling-piece, and 
relieved our anxiety. . 

4 

The hopes of bdbg fumptuoufly regaled by this un¬ 
expected fupply gave new life to the ivearied Friars, who 

were 




^ Til AV ELS- IN EOETU'O 

^ per&aled that PtovMottp hii in^ptfed in thdr 
behalt Thiir felicity, however, iw of' feort dnrati^s 

the profpea vanifhed. “/>f‘^ “"t,! 

Se caufe of our difepporntment. ' The dd« of the ^ 
Lis bring young and handfome, had terapt^i^ difa^ 

and die brittle vefleV contamtfig the nunced hate. wa. 
dalhed to pieces oq the hearth* 

The only refouree now left was _to fleep ‘^7 ^ 
ation allotted to us for that purpofe wis n^ the 
«Le rear cf the houfe, on the floor 

rioned me to be vttf watchful, as the -pW was infefted 
with wolves; adding, that he himfdf would<a«^^y 
me for fefcty, but that he could not 

^ortabk W had made upof hi. Wt-^he ftabk. 
I 'ifcpt, neverthdefe, very foundly in this doorkf^hamber, 

wS^nsy fwotdldtam^ tilbhe oaHrf 

' journey nt-.&W'OkWchi'inithemuraii^gi (jSofer 
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OEiober 2 2d. Though I did not give much credit to 
what the muleteer related laft night refpeding the v^rolves, 
yet this morning I was fully convinced of the truth of it. 
Shortly after we left the inn# we defcried one of thefe 
animals at the diftance of about three hundred yards; it 
flood for a moment, but fltid as foon as the muleteers began 
to fhout and call Hones at it. From its lize one fhould 

t 

fuppofe it not adequate to encounter a llrong maftiff. 


At one o’clock in the evening we reached the city of 
Beja, when I delivered the letters with which his Grace 
the Bifhop honoured me ,at my departure from Lifbon; 
his fecretary informed me, that he had received orders to 
accommodate me in the palace, and to give every affiftance 
in his pOwer in facilitating the object of my journey. 


This efty is feated upon an eminence in the province of 
Alenteju, about three and twenty leagues South-caft of 
Lifbon. Julius Caefar honoured it with the title of Pax 
Julia, and made, it a Romin colony: the Moors had 
poffefllon of it from the year feven hundred and fifteen, 
till one thbufand one hundred and fixty-two. Some re¬ 
mains of the walls, towers, and fortifications of the ^tter 
are ftill extant, but none of the monumewis of the f armer. 
The chief part of the prefent to\vn was built by Alfonfq 

(LQ- 
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the Third. It contains one of the^beft conflxufted callles 
in the kingdom, founded by King Diniz. Two leagues 
from hence is the Guadiana, a celebrated river, which runs 
feven leagues of its courfe«under ground, from the village 
of Argamafilla to the town of Daymiel. The ancient city 
of Beja was built a fhort diftance to the Eaft of the prefent. 
In digging there lately, feveral antique fragments were dif- 
covered. It muft be regretted that thefe relearches are not 
profecuted; the procefs would not be attended with much 
difficulty or expeftce, as the pavement of the old city is 
not more than fix and twenty feet beneath the furface of 
the earth; a /peculator in this undertaking would,, pro¬ 
bably, be amply compenfated for his trouble, if one may 
judge from the experiment already made. In a cave not 
exceeding thirty feet fquare by‘twenty deep, leveral frag¬ 
ments have been found, which are depofited among other 
ancient reihains in the Biffiop of Beja’s Mufeum. The 
articles in the three following Plates, via. XIV. XV. and 
XVI. are part of what I have copied from thence, except 
M and N, in Plate XIV. the prototypes of which are in 
the city\)f Evora. 

Reference to Plate XIV. 

»A and B. Monupients of marble. 

_ » 

C. A monument of Iblid ftone, which appears by the 
in/cription to hsfve been depofited to the memory of a 
merchant (whofe name is defaced) by {jds wife. 

^ , • D. D. Repre- 
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D. D. Reprefent otic ^ fword, the other a dagger. 

E. An Amphora. 

F and G. Utenfils of the Etrufcan kind. 

H. A vafe copied from a fctilpture on an ancient ftone. 

I. A Lachrymatory. 

K. An ancient brick, inch as >^ere ufed in pavements. 

L. An Ofluarium, or Sarcophagus, of an oval form. It 
is three feet long by one foot wide; the depth is the fame 
as the width. In this were found .petrefcent bones of a 
brown colour, each piece of which appears to be as heavy* 
as the fame quantity of Carara marble. Whether this 
petrifying quality be inherent in the ftone of which the 
Sarcophagus is formed, I could not learn; but it is not 
unreafonable to attribute it Jto that caufe: for Theophraftus 
mentions, that fome fiones have the property of petrifying 
or converting wholly into fione whatever is put into vejfels 
made of them. I fliall add what Sir John Hill obferves 

on this paffage of Theophraftus. 

• • 

» 

“ The ftone Theophraftus next mentions, and of which 
he has recorded the petrifying power, but not* the name, 
is the Lapis Afftusy or Sarcophagus. The AJftan^* or 
flefti-confuming ftone. The Sarcophagus^ Boet. 403. 
Aftius vel AJJius Lapis; Cbarlt. 251. Sarcophagus^ Jive 
AJftus Lapisy De Laet. 133. Aftkis Lapis ^ Salmal. in , 
Solin 847. Plin. book 36. chap, ’ 




This 


0 ,0.2* 
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“ TJ\is was a ftone ittuch knojb’nj and ufed among the 
Greeks in their fepultures, and by them called 7*^*6 •payo?, 
from its power of confuming the flefli buried in it; 
which, it is faid, to have fterfe£tly effeded in forty days. 
This property it was much famed for, and all the an¬ 
cient naturalifts mention it: but the other,, of turning 
into ftone things put into veflels made of it, has been re¬ 
corded only by thk author ^and Mutianus, from whom 
Pliny has copied it; and from him fome few only of the 
later naturalifts, Tfic account Mutianus gives of it is, 
that it converted into ftone the ftioes of perfons buried in 
it, as alfo the utcnlils, which it was, in fome places, 
cuftomary to bury with the body; particularly thofe the 
perfons while living had moft deUghted in. The utenfils 
he mentions are fuch as muft have been made of many 
different materials j whence it appears, that this ftone had a 
power of conftimingonly flefti; but that its petrifying quality 
extended to fubftances of very different kinds. Whether 
it really poffeffed this laft. quality, or not, Ifas be&i much 
doubted, and many have been afraid, from its fuppofed 
improbability, to record it. Whafrhas much diftouraged 
a dilbelief of it is account of its thus taking 

place on fubje<fts of different kinds and texfures: but this, 
in my opinion, is no dbjedion at all, and the whole ac- 
, couitt, very probably^ true.-—The place where this ftone 
was dilg was near a city in Lycia\ from whence it 

had its name; dxvSHBoethius informs us, that in that coun- 

13 try, 
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try, and in feme parts af the Eaft, there were alfo ftones 
of this kind, which, if tied to the bodies of living perfons, 
would, in the fame manner, confume their flefli.” 

, Sir yohn HilV *5 Tranjlation oj Theophrajlus' 

Hiftory pf'Stones^ page 2 3. et feq. m note, 

Plate XV. A. Js another monument of the fame kind' 
before-mentioned, C. Plate-XIV. . 

B and C. Roman infcriptional fl[ones. 

D. An ancient infcriptional ftone of the Chriftian- aera. 
The epitaph which it bears is written in all the fimplicity 
of the apoftolic ages. Here lies Paiil^ the fervant of Gody 
who lived 51 yearSj, • He refled in peace on the third day 
of the ides of March y ErM*^V> 2 ^ 

Plate XVI. The five infcriptional ftones reprefented in 
this Plate are^alfo in the Bifhop of Beja’s colledion, except 
the one marked D, which is in the wall of the pra<^a of 
the cit;^ of ^ja. Several other Roman fragments have 
been found in the excavation, above mentioned, among 
which was a mutilated* ftatue leated on a throne, fuppofed 
to have reprefented the Goddefs Sybilla. The body of it 
is entire, but wants the head and arms; what remains of 
it, neverthelefs, is very valuable, as the proportions of the 
members, the form of the drapery, ^d the delicacy of the • 
fculpture, clearly evince that it wax^jcecuted when the 
arts were at their zenith. Near this ftatue were found, 

in 
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in the fam^ cave, a hand holding a patera^ and a bull;, 
vi'hich is laid to reprcfent Auguftus Caelar. 

Having taken Iketchcs of the moft remarkable objeds 
in this city and its environs, I fet out with a guide and a 
mule for Evora, a city about twelve leagues diftant from 
the former. As we could find no proper accommodation 
on the road, I refolved to reach Evora that night; there¬ 
fore I gave the mule ty the guide, who was an old man, 
And walked after hini the greater part of the journey. At 
eleven o’clock at night we reached 


Evora, * 

This city is fituatcd in the middle of the province 
Alenteju, upoii an eminence; furrounded by a fine level 
country, which produces corn, wine, and oil. It is 
called in Latin Ebora, Some writers tliinTk that Pto¬ 
lemy alludes to it when he writes Ebura^ the nahie of a 
city in the province of Andalufia. The Spanilh antir 
quarians fay Evora was firft built by^the Celti, about feven 
hundred and fifty-nine years before the birth of Chrift. 
Pliny and others affirm, that it was inhabited by the Gauls, 
Phcenicians, and Perfians. Quintus Sertorius, the cele- 
. bratdd Roman CaptaiL^ made himlelf mafter of it about 
eighty^ycars before^^Arift,' and fecured it with walls, for¬ 
tifications, and fubterraneous ways; he alfi> ornamented 

it 
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it with feveral public buildings, fome of which exift to * 
this day. ; 

Julius Caefar the next that fubdued Evora ; be 
made it a municipal town, and gave it the name of 
Liberalitas yulia. The Moor§ took poffelHon of it in 
the year feven hundred and fifteen. It is not fo large as 
Oporto, though • corifidered as the fecond city in the 
kingdom. The number of its inhabitants are computed 
at twenty thoufand, among whom are many families of 
diftinftion. It contains a college and a tribunal of inqui- 
fition. The members of the latter may be confidcred as 
holding finecure places ; for the power of this tribunal is 
greatly fallen, and likely never more to rife again. 

AqmduB of ^ Serf onus, Plate XVII. 

Among ^he. public buildings railed here by Quintus 
Sertoryus, there exifts a noble Aqucdufl in good prcferva- 
tion; *the annexed View of it was taken about a mile and 
half to the North of the city. The piers %rc nine feet 
broad, by four feet *and a half thick; the arched fpace 
between is thirteen feet fix inches, which is equal to the 
breadth and thickoefs of each pier added together. At, 
intervals buttrefles are fupcradded^o the piers, the ^better 
to fecure the arcuation. The whole is formed of irregulat 
ftonc, except the arches, which a^«ef brick. 


From 
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From the labour and expence required in building 
Aquedu^s of this kind, many people have been led to 
conclude, that the ancients were unacquainted with the art 
of conveying water through pnequal grpunds by any other 
means, on account, as it is fiippofed, of their ignorance 
that water conveyed in tubes attained the level of its pri¬ 
mitive fource. Vitruvius, however, clearly Ihews the con¬ 
trary : in b. viii. c. 7. he gives excellent rules for convey¬ 
ing water in tubes; rules which, if properly attended to, 
v^ould prevent many blunders, in limilar operations, among 
us, Kiny alfo, in b. xxxi. .c. 6. exprefsly mentions, that 
the, ancients frequently conveyed water in this manner. 
It is a miftaken notion then, to iuppofr that they were 
ignorant of the principles of hydraulips; becaufe they 
generally conveyed water in aqheduds, in preference to 
pipes. 

Plate XVIII. is a perfpeQ:ive reprefent^tiqjn of a caf- 
teiium, which is erected over the above Aqueduft at its 
termination in the city. * Jn the centre of it is a fmall 
refervoir, frpm whence tubes are conveyed to the different 
fountains and eifterns, agreeably to what Vitruvius re¬ 
commends, b. viii. c. 7. * , 

Tl^e plan of this caftcllum is circular; its greateff dia- 
teieter is twelve feet (lx inches, independent of the fur- 
rounding columns,»«siich are eight in number, of the 

Ionic 
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Ionic Order. In each intercolumniation is a niche, with 
a ftriated head; an aperture is formed in one of them to 
give accefs to the infide of the ftrudure. The fecond 
ftory is decorated with Ionic pilafters, between which 
are apertures for ventilation; the top is crowned with an 
hemifpherical dome. 

What appear fihgular in this antique monument, are 
the acrotoires and deprefled parapet over the entablature 
of the columns. It is probable that each of thefe acro¬ 
toires was formerly crowned .with a vafe ; the remains of 
one is ftill vifible, as exprefled in the View; and the 
fragment of a pedeftal to be feen in one of the niches, 
induces me to fupptofe that;each of thefe alfo was decorated 

with a vafe. 


The whole is conftrudted of brick, incruftated with 
cement, of fd hard and durable a fubftance, that few parts 
of it appear th have failed by the natural decays of time. 
Confidering it was built feventy years before the Chriftian 
sera, we cannot but ^admire * how fuch an lipparently 
delicate ftrudlure has refined the accumulated injuries 
of time. Upoh the whole, it may be juftly confidered 
one of the beft preferved and moft beautiful pieces of an¬ 
cient architefture in exillence. | 


Here we have a ftriking inftance of what a good archi- 
te<a is capable of cfTefting with the meaneft materials. 

Of 


R R 
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Of its dimen (ions, nothing can be more elegant than this 
caftellum, though formed of brick and cement. 

The Greeks had many bilildings conftruded of the like 
materials *; and we find in Vitruvius, b. ii. c. 3. that the 
Romans alfo frequently built with bricks, as the remains of 
their edifices evince to this day. Palladio has left us a fine 
fpecimen of this mode of building in an oc^ailile portico at 
Venice; the columns of which are thirty-five feet h%h, 
formed of bricks that were caft in circular moulds, and cut 
into quadrants before they were baked. From thefc, and 
many other examples that we could refer to, of elegant 
buildings conftrufted of brick, it appears evident that the 
meannefs of our edifices, proceeds not* from want of ma¬ 
terials, but architefts; for there'is no country, however 
barren, but affords better materials than artifts. 

Temple of Dianal Plate XtX.* 

» c 

4 c 

This Plate exhibits a view of another ftruAure, built by 
Sertorius, •faid to be the femains of a Temple dedicated 
to .Diana. The front of it prefents an hexaftyle in the 
Corinthian Order ; the diftribution of whiah appears to be 
pycnojiylos ; for the intercolumniation is exadly one dia¬ 
meter and a half, li^e that of the Temple of the deified 
Juliu% and of the^emple of Venus in Csefar*s forum, 
mentioned by VitJimus, b. iii. c. 3. 

^ VUi Remdrquisfur PArchlttBun its Anciens^ far 9 /. WmsMnmnrt^ 


The 
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The diameter of the columns is three feet four inches. 
The bafe is Attic, in height a fcmi-diameter of the co¬ 
lumn, or twenty inches, including the upper liftle. The 
ihafts are cut into channels, and fillets; each channel is 
fix inches and a half broad, and a femi-circle in depth; 
the number of channels in each column is but fixteen. 
Vitruvius affigns twenty-four channels to the Corinthian 
column, yet the appearance of thefe ftriae is not unpleafing. 
For proportion and delicacy of fculpture the capitals are 
much to be admired. 

0 

The entablature is entir^y deftroyed, except part of 
the firft facia of the architrave; the reft of the work is 
in a degree of pr^ervatibn fcarcely credible for a monu¬ 
ment of its age. For thi§ it is indebted to the durability 
of the materials, which is a fpecies of granite fomewhat 
afperous, but exceedingly hard. The rubble-work in the 
front and fide^ is evidently Moorifque, as may be inferred 
from the pinnacles with which it is crowned. 

At one fide of the hexaftyle are five columns, including 
the angular one; at ?he other, I could difeover but three.. 
From thefe and the columns of the front we may infer'that 
it had been a Peripteral Temple; for, according to Vi-, 
truvius, b. iii. c. i. Temples of this kind had fix columns 
in the front, and as many in the j^Jlicus j the flanks had 
eleven each, including the angularSwlumns, and'a fpace 
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equal to an intercolumn was left at every fide between 
the furrOUnding columns and the cell or body of the 
Temple. 

The elegance difplayed in the remains of this Temple, 
have led many to conjefture that the architeft had been a 
Greek, from a fuppofition that Rome at the time of Ser- 
torius had not artifts competent to defign and execute fo 
polillied a fabric. My firft knowledge of it was derived 
from Don Ighacia de Manique^ the Intendant General of 
Lifbon. In point of antiquity, as well as elegance, it is 
the moft eftimable ftruAure in Portugal", yet I am forry 
to add, that the ftate of negledt in which it is left re¬ 
dounds little to the honour or difc^nment of the people of 
Evora. It is now converted into ‘the meaneft of offices— 2l 
meat-ftiamblcs. In this refpedl, however, it may be faid 
to have fome affinity to its former deftination ; for then it 
flowed with the blood of viAims, which were Ikcrificed to 
appeale the G oddefs Diana ; whereas the like tragedies are 
now performed in it to appeale hungry mortals. Indeed, 
i it appears to Jiave been perpetually deftined for a theatre 

of tragic exhibitions. 

% 

Several ancient infcriptional floncs have been found from 
time to time in this cit)k and its environs, of which there 
a»e nine to be feen in anlold Wall contiguous to the prifon, 
with two^modern onas/ Copies of thefe inferiptions may 

4 . . be 
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be feen in the following Plates; viz, XX. XXI. XXI f. 
I cannot help obferving that the infcriptional ftone Dj 
reprefented in Plate XX. appears to be fiftitious. 

Plate XXIII. is a copy of 
at Evora. 


an Arabic infcriptional Stone 


The prototypes of the an<Jent vafe M, and of the Doric 
frieze N, in Plate XIV. are alfo preferved *in the wall 
wherein the above infcriptional ftones are placed. 

■mm • •( 

CJl>arnei Houfe. Plate XXIV. 

One morning, whilft I viras making fome (ketches in the 
Pra9a, or Square, at Evora, a Francifean Friar accofted 
me, and afked, if I had feen the Cafa dos Ofos of his con¬ 
vent ? On being anfwered in the negative, he replied, 
TVell t hefty Mr^ *Strangery thau haji feen nothing % come 
with me,: We'palTed through the Francifean church, and 
entered an arched-way, over which is this infeription: 

Nos os ofos que aqui 'ifamoSy 

Pellos vojfos efperamos, * 

Reader, refpe£t each mouldering bone ; 

This facred cell await thy own. ^ 

^The vifitant is ftruck with furpri^e, mixed with ter¬ 
ror, -on entering this Golgotha. It islixty-fix feet long, 
by thirty-fix broad. The piers,‘which are eight in num- 

' . ber. 
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her, ’that is, four at each fide of the ijave, and alfo the 
walls, .are Hoed with human ikulls and bones, in a hard 
cement. The obfeurity of the place, and the proftrate 
pofture of the pious fupplic^ts, render the whole a feene 
truly awful. 

Dr. Young, who is faid to have compofed his Night 
Thoughts by the light of taper fet” in a human flcull, 
would have faturated his melancholy had he fhidied here; 
yet the Friars appeared to contemplate thefe mementos of ' 
mortality without tk« lcaA;»«tnotion of that awe incident 
to ftrangefs. Such is the effedt of cuftom, even death it- 
felf is divefted of its terror in thp idea of religious people, 
who are conftantly ruminating ipn it, ahd alfo in the idea 
of thofe men who are habituated to the fight of dead bodies 
and fanguinary* fccnes. 


hlontagne obferves, “ It was for this "purpofe that 
fepulchres and cemeteries were made^padjoining", to the 
churches, and in the moll frequented p^rts^of the city, 
with a viehr to divert the ‘people J^ys Lycurgus) of the 
idea of terror at the fight of a corpfe, and to the end that 
the continual fight of bones, graves, monifments, and fu¬ 
neral obfequies, Ihould pnt them in mind of their frail 
condition.” ^ 


) 


We may alfo add^ cuftom that obtained among the Mexi¬ 
cans, when the 8 paniards*firft invaded their countiy, pro- 

5 • ' f ^ * bably 
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bably with a view to inipire couxage, as well as to acomtom 
their people to contemn the horrors of death. They fre-^ 
quently hung the fkulls of their vidims around their 
temples, and at- other tim6s piled them up in towers 
cemented with lime. - -In one of thele towers Andrea de 
I'apea is laid to have cofimted an hundred and thirty-fbc" 
thou land Ikulls. 

Hence, perhaps, the cullom of the ancient Romans, who 
at their banquets were wont to treat their guefts with 
tragic exhibitions, ms^king ffencers "fight in. their prefence 
till ftrcams of blood gufhed over the tables and difhes.— 
The Egpytians, in like manner, at their ibafts, had perlbns 
who cried to the* company whilll they exhibited images 
of death ; Drink, and be merry, for fuch ihall be thy 
fate at 







